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I ntroducti on

George Turnbull was a prominent engine
nineteenth century Britain and in Indi
Scottish industrialists, he became|inv
schemes in England and Wales before ta
and constructing the East I ndian Rail w
On his retirement to England he became
| ocal community and the work of severa
deeply religious man whose memory is p
the parish church of the Hertfordshire
I was motivated to find out more about
he was born in the village of Luncarty
10 years. Hi s name seems to be al most

and |ittle has been written about . hi m,
I n writing this short biography, I hav
epi sodes which wil/ probably have more
Perth area than any wider group, but m
highlighted some of the events of his

which seem to me to be of a more gener
l'ight on matters whid&ihsG@or ws are now m
My main sources IBawenodamns @edr geé ar i es,
|l argely condAat okidogmaplhy obBHpGeotrge iTor
London by Cooke & Co. in 1893. This vo
sections. The first is written in narr
based on his own dWhreinedheandd eme mmar iFedr
the task was continubdsbwghherwiadowunkFE
di ari es This covers theatpewhioah umdadiint

decided that the final section shoul d

reproducing only the most interesting

copies of this book in the National Li
Library. | have also made u&eoof ga nama
di aries and not ebookGemthriec hf carr eS ochuetlhd A's
which i €amhrtdgé .University

I havei uaskeidcshow direct quotes from an:
John Andrews018


https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Centre_of_South_Asian_Studies&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cambridge_University
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Early |-18718009

A time for education

From G&owdgearies we know th
formal education until the age of ten,
home, | argely by his oldest sister, Ma
birthtda&ay9ihe was enrolled at the Gr amme
had about 100 boys in attendance and w
George spent five happy years at the C
three miles from Huntingtower on a pon
his father when he had business to car
These years were clearly successful as
that he carried off the first prize fo

At the Annual Examination of the different Clas.
ses belonying to the Public Seminaries of this Cry,
which tock place vesterday, in presence of the Ma-
gistrates, and the Presbytery of Perth, Prizes were
awarded to the following young persons, in testi.
mony of their general good conduct, and the dis
tinguished proficiency which they had made m their
respective studics, during the course of the last ses-
sion :
1.~—ENGLISH.
PRIVATE CLASY,
Miss Isabeils Groy, . . dux
Catherine Wedderspoon, 2d.
PUBLIC SCHOOL.
1st Crass.—Master Andrew, Hill, dux.
Mis< Ann Hunter, 24.
2d do. Mouster Peter Davidson, dux.
Stewart Feroey, 2d.
sd  do. Miss Jessy Hepburn,  Jux.
4th  do. Miss Helen Dancan,  dux.
5th do. Master Andw. Morton, dux.
6ch  do. Master Robert Rumsiy, dux.
IL.—GRAMMAR SCHOOL.
—> 1st Crass.—George Turnbull, 1st prize,
William Luke, . 2d do.
ed do. Alexr. Marshall, 1st prize.
Extract from the Perthshire Courier
In | ater years he | ooked back at this
sense of regret that he had seen so |
foll owed.
| November, 1824 he age of 15, he was se
where he continued toastwell Lasia aadr
of Mat hematics. I n the second year he
to his studies. I't was at this time, t
the East I ndia Company, which certainl
parents were strongly opposed to his g
of fer



Early |-1B&87180¢

First steps in the world of work

| Mar ch He&2t7Took on the task of keeping
Bl eachfield Company at Huntingtower, a
and which gave him a good insight into
him in good stead.for the rest of his
Nonet heless, he was growing restl ess,
worfRpr the prospect of selinl addi down, a
combined team of his father and his br
opportunities for him to play a signif
When his friend David Hogarth went to
1828eo0rge wrote to ask David how he [
thought that he himself might have the
The reply was friendly and positive an
him at t he &StDokaktsherGenoer ge refl ected o
must have had a natur al bias in that
in being around the machinery in the w
to use many of the tools of the trade.
So, 28Wune 1828

he | eft Dundee bhyv <chin

for -daylOvoya

London, wher

up | odgings

Hogarth and

di scovered h

pl ace of wor

At this poin

he encounter

first time t

Thomas Tel fo

was t he Enmgil.

Chief and cr|é

St Kat@heDa mles

project He recorded that the Docks we
arrival, but that some work was well b
George quickly familiari sedséeeimsgltihevi
sights and going for |l ong walks with LC
to have been about 35 miles.

C



Career in EngB&aad

| Novemberhe 88&ci ded to make a trip home

Huntingtower. While he was t he® eofhfei ae
saying that there was now a vacancy ani
mi ght | i ke to take advanMagehoth 88Bip® ko |
up the job of draught t o
Tel ford, whom h@id]escAmongst t h ek mawry wiedilt or s

N i the house was the ppoet R«
and hear toyThoilsd amarnangea firm friend of Telford.

that he had t& Howsee.i design of the Clifton Su:

Perhaps surprisingly, one of the earl i
make the drawings for the copper
His artisttiip skieldt ur e® i me mdiier 4 adnt eaut obi ogr
revealed 1 g proved to be a considerable
involved in making these dr awi ng

The results can be seen in the substant
published in 1838 &Goamatobmpgngphegel fbtd
of 83 plates of a remarkable variety of
having di mensi ons -4 iamphoXlbmathledsy Man
them are copies of detailed plans for
harbours etc. Some even show such det ai
mi nor mechar*imc

Ot hers ar
wor ks isfki
det ail ed
which set
subject i
context.

Oof this ¢
them bear ,
i nformati on Gehrégtep! ¢nh efy the harbour at Dundee
were drawn by

G Turnbull and a few more wunattributed
hi m.




Career i n
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n Edinburgh, the pi
London to Holyhead
one of these proje:d

been made an Assoc
hi mself having to |
annoyed him great/|l"

ed to prepare a sul
h pure water, Geor |
ofThe scheme to proyva ¢hed
for London made epnpcour.
progress with the|l coop:¢
Parliamentary Sellct C¢
gac er
roads and in the d

Broomielaw Bridge

ed north to visit
g via a remarkabl e
doing so he viewe
projects of the d:e
the Manchester to
Rail way, the Me n :
and the Birmingh:@
Liverpool Canal

Detail from a drawing by
Turnbull of the Menai Br i



