[image: cid:857954DD-56F8-4BA4-9628-D439C9B77957]


Minute of Avoch & Killen Community Council Meeting
Monday 29th January 2024, 7.00pm.  Avoch Pavilion  

Present:  Derek MacIver (Chair), Hamish MacLean, Tim Phillips, Stuart Bruce, Rosie Brunton, Fraser Brunton
Apologies:  Stuart Smyth, Mary Smyth, Sara Macdonald Taylor, Claire Pratley, Sarah Atkins
1. Welcome

Chairperson welcomed Rosie and Fraser Brunton, who had both expressed an interest in supporting the community council.  Apologies were noted and it was regretted that the meeting had unfortunately clashed with a prior commitment of Sara Atkin, our Ward Councillor.


2. Minutes of our last meeting.  

These were tabled and proposed by  Derek MacIver and seconded by Stuart Bruce

With principal formalities of meeting addressed, Cllr Sarah Atkin stood down as Chair and meeting continued chaired by Derek MacIver

3. Ongoing community council issues

Finance
A finance report was tabled by Tim Phillips, Treasurer.   This showed a balance of funds of £3,677 as at 31 December 2023.  It was noted that there would be late costs to be taken into account in connection with the council’s previous responsibilities for Avoch public conveniences.  There was a question as to whether grant support for the toilets from Highland Council would need to be repaid in part

Planning issues
It was noted that we were advised in a weekly bulletin of planning applications across the region, and in ouward in particular. Only one material application had appeared since the last meeting, regarding a development on Gallowhill.  It was agreed that the previous practice of circulating the notice to all members should be resumed.  

It was agreed that we should develop an approach to planning applications that was consistent and transparent.



Consultations etc

On the broader issue of the Black Isle Local Place plan, Chait drew to the attention of the meeting a document that he had received which called into question aspects of the preparation of the plan.  It was agreed that it was a priority for us to familiarise ourselves with the Plan and the process behind it.  It was recognised that this was very much a live issue for all community councils

Police report

It was noted that we had not been presented with a  police report on issues arising in our area, which had been a regular practice in the past, for some time.  It was agreed to take this up with Sarah Atkin, to see whether she may be able to move things along here on our behalf.

4. Plan of action to ensure Council does not fall into abeyance

It was noted that both Chair and Secretary, Hamish had agreed to act on a temporary basis only.  The need to recruit new menbers and revive the council was agreed to be paramount.  A draft leaflet was tabled, which it was agreed required further work and a separate meeting outwith the normal round of full meetings would be required to progress matters. This was agreed for 5th Feb


5.  Appointment of co-opted members

It was proposed by the Chair that Rosie and Fraser Brunton be appointed as co-opted members.  All present at the meeting concurred and they were duly appointed  such.  



: To be reviewed and renewed.  Confirmation to be provided at next meeting. 

6. Next meeting date:  Monday 4th March 2024 @ 7.30pm.  The Pavilion, Avoch.
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