
CHAIRMANS SPEECH ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

Good evening everyone to the Annuat Parish meeting2026. On behatf of the parish cou ncil I

woutd tike to welcome you attfor attending

Over the pastyearwhich I must say has been quite testing due to the resignation of two

cterks and a depLeted number of councitLors but we have since welcomed several new

councittors to the councit and we are nearly up to ourful,t quota of 1 1 .Overthe pastyearwe

have worked to maintain our amenities and maintenance of our open spaces. The vittage

has increased considerabty due to the devel.opment of new sites and we wetcome atl

newcomers who chooseto reside in Watkington. Overtheyear we have donated a grantto

the Church a sum of €3000 to hetp with the maintenance of the cemetery a grant of 82000

to the newstetter which is circutated to attvittagers we have atso hetped the vittage hatt

with the maintenance of etectricat equipment. Ourvil,tage pond which is the Centre piece

of the vi11age has a ptanter which was kindty donated to us the Pc upkeeps it with winter

and summer f toral. arrangements and atso maintains the surrounding area of the

pond .Work was carried out by ercc TO aLl.eviate the ftooding which regutarty occurred and

we also got a new boardwal.k atongside the rail,ings .The PC then had the raitings painted

which was tong overdue . Regutar tandscape maintenance is now done on Redyats

paddock and Townend Pit and presentty witt be repairing the entrance area to Friars Copse

picnic area

A Long-awaited grantfrom Communityfunds was successfuLty obtained and has enabted

the ptaying fieLd committee to refurbish the chil,dren's playground; they atso have other

projects in ptace. We are fortunateto have severaI different organization's in thevittagethe

bowting ctub which is cetebrating its 50th Anniversary this year the Age concern group that

meets in thevitLage haLt every Thursday morning and is weLt attended theVittage hatt

committee who run the day to day running of the hatl, and organize severatfund raising

events the ptaying fiel.d committee who run two successfut cricket ctubs sociaI occasions

onthefiel.d carbootsatesTheAttotments area popularvenueforresidents togrowtheir

ownproduce Thankyoutoattthevolunteerswhoareinvotved inthe runningof these

organisations

As in att communities there are challenges the main thing been in the finance sector

The Pa rish precept and budget are a lways a n area of interest to residents for a ny one who

is unfamiLiarTHE PRECEPT is the amount of moneythe PC raises through the council tax

fund .Settingthe budgetand the precept forthe year invotves running costs such as

maintenance insurance wages tree inspections and tree maintenance atso open spaces

as wel.l. as setting aside reserves forfuture projects the finacial. side of this is guided bythe


