 Shieldaig Community Council

Minutes of meeting held in Shieldaig Village Hall on 2nd Feb 2010

Present: Norman Cameron, Richard Munday, Brian Ash, Lynn Frost, Isla Taylor , Alice MacLennan

Apologies : Audrey Sinclair, Highland Councillor, PC Johanna MacKinnon

Finance: Healthy balances in all accounts. There are some monies to be paid into account from booklet advertising

040 Project: Alison MacLeod who was employed to enable a handy person scheme to be set up met with difficulties from commencement of employment. She has identified that the handyperson in Poolewe has a remit for SW Ross and that Albyn Housing partly fund the project. Since Lucy Fraser is to meet with Shieldaig CC in March the community council will  discuss whether  improving marketing  would make the scheme better known in our area  This was one of Alison’s objectives had she remained in post but it did not  meet with the criteria set out for 040

Island survey: Since the sea eagles have been very active recently the survey will be delayed until summer. Donald MacLeod, Forestry Commission, says that will also be a better time to survey the trees. All interested parties CC, National Trust and RSPB will keep in touch re date for survey. The money which has been allocated for the survey will be available despite the delay. 

Scottish Water: A letter will be sent to Joanna Peebles inviting her to attend the next CC meeting to update us on the situation re replacement of outdated pipes.

Community Needs Assessment: A meeting will be held at Kinloch on 4th March to discuss the impact of Community Needs assessment on housing allocation.

Wester Ross Alliance: Brian asked if the Community Council had been notified about the Wester Ross Alliance AGM  which is to be held next week. The Community Council had no knowledge of meeting. Alice will discuss with Audrey and will attend as observer for the CC.

Meeting with Planners: Nommie and Richard had a very positive meeting with  the planners some weeks ago. They walked round the village discussing issues which restricted planning eg width of crofts. Before the next review of the local plan the community council will meet with the grazings committee to discuss planning issues

Pontoon: Planning application in and positive meeting with Crown Estate who may contribute to funding

Swimming Pool: Awaiting drawings of proposed pool after which public meeting will be convened to take project forward.

Booklet: Continues to progress favourably. 

Sports Court: Despite the difficult winter the court has been used for tennis by a wide age range. There will be an official opening in Spring.

Gritting: The community have benefited from the road gritting programme throughout the difficult winter weather however recently  the lack of salt has  been causing problems.

Path round Village and Safer Routes to School: Safer routes to school to be discussed at next Parent Council meeting and is the community’s top priority for footpath improvement. Lynn will report back to Community Council with regard to progress and Alice will contact Paths Officer to see if current path can be further extended 

Correspondence: 

Two issues of NHS team Update

Letter from Highland Council re consultations on Highland Housing Strategy, Draft Anti-social Behaviour policy, Highland housing register Revised Allocations Policy

Letter from NHS Highland re Bowel screening programme

Christmas cards from Charles Kennedy and John F Munro

Letter from MSO’s re broadband Provision

Next Meeting:  Tuesday 2nd March at 7pm. 

