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Biodiversity Action Plan 2026-2028
                              Environment (Wales) Act 2016 Part 1 – Section 6 The Biodiversity and Resilience of Ecosystems Duty
	Name of Community & Town Council:
	Goetre Fawr Community Council

	Council type
	Group 2

	Introduction and context


	Goetre Fawr Community Council (GFCC) serves a rural community and consists of four electoral wards being Goytre (4 councillors) Goetre Wharf (covering Mamhilad – 2 councillors) Nantyderry (1 councillor) and Llanover (1 councillor). Currently the Council serves a population of around 1,800 residents in 1,021 properties and is funded by Monmouthshire County Council (MCC) through a tax known as ‘the precept’. This currently provides £57,000 (2026/2027) which is equivalent to £47.05 per annum for a Band D property. 

The Council employs a part-time clerk and two members of staff who maintain the Goytre Public Conveniences. In addition, a groundsman maintains the graveyard at St Bartholomew’s Church, Llanover. The Council owns the building used for the Goytre Fish Bar and a field referred to as Ton Land, currently used for grazing sheep. There is a large park in Goytre with a children’s play area, a wildflower area and area with exercise machines and used for football.  Green spaces with wildflowers and native hedges are situated around the village as well as in Llanover. The Monmouthshire and Brecon canal (an AONB) flows through the region.









	NRAP objective
	Biodiversity objectives
	Action planned
	
Timescale
	Monitored by

	1
	Embed biodiversity into decision making & procurement
	A Biodiversity champion was appointed at the AGM in May 2025 to take a specific responsibility for overseeing the CC’s biodiversity plans and actions and will be reappointed annually

Following the January 2026 council meeting a Biodiversity taskforce will be established to include community members including the Eco Committee of Goytre School etc. This taskforce will help develop the plan and the Biodiversity Champion will bring it to full Council for approval in May 2026.
	Annually at AGM in May

March/May 2026
	Full council



 Full council/
Biodiversity
Champion/
Community members

	
	
	A budget for biodiversity and nature projects will be included in the annual budget for 2026/27
	Feb 2026
	Finance Committee /Full council

	
	
	Impacts on local and global biodiversity will be considered when choosing banking providers, insurance and products for asset purchase and maintenance

The Community Council will ensure any impact on biodiversity is considered in every decision made re contracts, policies etc. For example, buy local, no single use plastics, no litter, recycled/recyclable materials etc
	At every meeting


At every meeting
	Full council



Full council

	
	
	The planning committee will refer to the OVW Planning and biodiversity guide when responding to planning applications.


The council will ensure that all councillors are aware of the Section 6 duty and requirements regarding training and be encouraged to attend courses.

The Biodiversity Champion willt attend OVW Pethau Bychain training and meetings of MCC Community Climate Change Champions.
	At every planning meeting

Ongoing



Ongoing



	Planning/Full council


Full council



Full council




	
	
Raise awareness of biodiversity & its importance
	GFCC will Identify and link with influential groups in the area  to promote biodiversity and ecological sustainability. This could include Goytre Community Garden, Nantyderry Nursery etc, 
	May 2027
and ongoing
	Biodiversity rep/Full Council

	
	
	Link with the Eco-committee at Goytre Fawr Primary School (GFPS) and support their initiatives. For example, pupils grow fruit and vegetables in the Forest School area at school. (Forest School helps the children understand their place in nature). The children might cook the food produced and invite community members in to school for a lunch. Other initiatives could be to hold competitions at the School Fete for biggest vegetable or oddest shaped vegetable. GFPS take part in the Big Garden bird watch and this could be publicised in the village. The school also take part in Fairtrade activities, including Fairtrade baking.
	May 2027
	Biodiversity rep/GFPS

	
	
	Have a section on CC website re general climate change and biodiversity issues. For example, inform residents on when maintenance/mowing/hedge cutting is being done and the reasons.
	May 2027



	Clerk/Biodiversity rep


	
	
	Have signage in the park to explain the benefits of biodiversity/less mowing of grass.This could be done through a OVW grant or children from Goytre School producing signs
	May 2027
	Biodiversity rep/council

	2
	Safeguard principal species and habitats
	Identify the principal species and habitats from the Section 7, EVW Act, and include a section on CC website. Map places in the council area where we have principal species and habitats. For example, there are bat colonies in the community garden. 

Through Planning Committee meetings continue to ensure that principal species and habitats are protected. This includes hedgerows being protected with restoration of any hedges/trees removed or damaged during construction. 

Encourage hedgerows to be managed in the winter months when woody growth is dormant and avoided during the nesting season (March to October). MCC currently carry out this policy but GFCC could encourage this action on all CC owned/ managed property and advertise the reasons for this  on the council website page.
	May 2027





Ongoing




Ongoing
	Biodiversity rep/Full council




Planning Committee



GFCC/MCC

	
	
	Create habitat piles, dead wood and piles of leaves which are good for a range of species in Goytre Park and across the council area. Allow paths to be left through the long grass in Goytre Park.
	Ongoing
	GFCC/MCC

	
	
	A bug hotel as well as bat and bird boxes to be put up in Goytre Park. The children at Goytre School have expressed an interest in making them. GFCC to be asked to provide the wood.
	May 2027


	GFCC/School




	
	
	Hedgehogs are a protected species, consider raising awareness of how we can be more hedgehog friendly and place hedgehog tunnels and boxes in the Community Garden and Jack and Jill’s patch at Community Centre..
	May 2028
	Biodiversity Rep/Community Garden/Jack and Jill’s

	3
	Restore & create habitats and resilient ecological networks
	Ensure that the areas around the villages that have been developed through the Green Corridor Project are maintained by MCC.
	Ongoing
	GFCC/MCC

	
	
	Plant bulbs around Goytre Fawr which are native/indigenous as well as plants and shrubs which may be endangered (on Section 7 list). This could include Goytre Park as well as the bus stops by the new pedestrian crossing. 
	May 2027
	GFCC

	
	
	Continue to keep some areas of grassland long in Goytre Park, wildflower areas around Goytre village, St Bartholomews graveyard and Ton Land field . This allows low growing species like daisies, clover and self heal to flower and increases forage for pollinators and habitat for insects, birds and small mammals. Have structural diversity of habitats e.g. mix of short and long grass. Continue with the messaging Nature Isn’t Neat and advertise this widely on website and through signage. Goytre School uses a similar practice, No Mow May.
	Ongoing
	GFCC/MCC

	
	
	Investigate the feasibility of green roofs on bus stops around the area which will increase water retention and provide forage and water for pollinators, birds and insects.

	May 2027
	Biodiversity rep

	4
	Tackle negative factors: for e.g. reduce pollution, use nature-based solutions, address invasive species
	MCC and CC have a non-pesticide policy as does the Community Garden. Ensure this policy occurs through all CC owned land. Encourage use of peat free compost. Raise awareness of this through signage and on website. 
	Ongoing
	Full council

	
	
	Biodiversity rep. to attend training to identify the most common invasive species such as Japanese knotweed, Himalayan Balsam and know the most appropriate ways of removing. Council members to bring to the attention of MCC if invasive species identified in the wards.
	May 2027
	Biodiversity rep
Full council

	
	
	Identify and liaise with litter pickers in the GFCC area and ensure they have necessary support e.g. to dispose of litter that is picked up.

GFCC councillor to attend MCC Litter Picking Forum and circulate good practice.

Place signage round the village to encourage people to pick up their litter and consider linking with school  re making signs. 
	May 2027



Ongoing


May 2028
	Full council, Biodiversity rep


GFCC Councillor 


GFCC/School

	
	
	Investigate natural ways to deal with flooding issues e.g. planting, rain gardens along the side of A4042 etc.
Biodiversity Champion to attend courses on this.

	May 2029
	Biodiversity rep

	5
	Use, improve, and share evidence
	Identify and map species and plants that are in GFCC area. For example, there is a bat colony in the community garden and Goytre school have done a birdwatch project in the village. Share this on social media and on GFCC website.
	May 2028
	Full council
Biodiversity rep
Goytre School

	
	
	Have a biodiversity section on GFCC website including the BAP and results of the annual reviews. 
	May 2027
Ongoing
	Clerk
Full council

	
	
	Publicise biodiversity courses and events in the area through Community Climate Change Champions network
	Ongoing
	Biodiversity rep

	
	
	Council to share biodiversity/climate change good practice around planning applications e.g. importance of porous driveways. 
	Ongoing
	Planning Committee
Clerk

	
	
	GFCC to identify gaps in climate change/biodiversity and attend courses to remedy this.
	May 2027
May 2028
	Council

	6
	Support capacity and/or other organisations
	Maintain good links with organisations promoting climate change eg OVW, MCC Climate Change Champions, and local organisations such as Nantyderry nursery, Community Garden, Eco Committee at Goytre School. 
 
	Ongoing
	Biodiversity rep
Full council

	
	
	Offer small grants to local community groups interested in improving biodiversity and make use of those available e.g. OVW grants.
	Ongoing
	Full council




Annual Review of the Biodiversity Action Plan
	Date reviewed
	10/12/2026
	 /2027
	/2028

	What has worked well?
	
	
	

	What have the barriers been?
	
	
	

	What will you change?
	
	
	



	Date- next review
	                    /2027
	        /2028

	Date - Approved
	                     /2027
	       /2028
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