
GOETRE FAWR COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL STATUTORY MEETING HELD BY TELECONFERENCE ON MONDAY 17th May 2021
Present:
Community Councillors, Owen Dodd, Jan Butler, Colin Deakins, Andy Barnes, Syd Welford, Nigel Morrey, Peter Daniel, Lucyann Rands, Janet Robins and Roger Howells
In Attendance: 
Jonathan Lazenby (Clerk)
Apologies:
Community Councillor Rose Thayers and Nicola Awni
Absent without Apology:  None
	
	
	ACTION

	1
	Apologies for Absence 
As above
	

	2
	Election of Chairman
Councillor Daniel said that he felt both the Chair and Vice-Chair should be re-elected until the new boundaries come into effect next year. Councillors Barnes, Welford and Rands agreed. Councillor Daniel therefore nominated the Chair, Councillor Dodd, to serve a further term in office.  Councillor Dodd confirmed that he was happy to continue. His nomination was seconded by Councillor Welford. There being no other nominations, Councillor Dodd’s appointment was carried unanimously.  
	

	3
	Chairman’s acceptance of Office
The Chair thanked everyone present for their support and confirmed his acceptance of a further term of office.  The Clerk confirmed that he would send the ‘Declaration of Acceptance’ in the post for Councillor Dodd to sign (the Clerk to countersign as the Proper Officer of the Council). 
	Clerk

	4
	Chairman’s Remarks 
Councillor Dodd welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
	

	5
	Appointment of Vice-Chair
The current Vice-Chair, Councillor Andy Barnes, confirmed that he was happy to be appointed for a further year. There were no other nominations.  Councillor Barnes’ nomination was proposed by Councillor Morrey and seconded by Councillor Daniel.  The vote was carried unanimously.
	

	6
	Appointment of Statutory and /or Standing Committee Members

i. Goytre Village Hall Committee

It was proposed by Councillor Butler that Councillor Dodd should continue in this position. This was seconded by Councillor Welford and carried unanimously.   
ii. Little Mill Village Hall Committee

It was proposed by Councillor Daniel that Councillor Rands continue as the Community Council’s representative.  This was seconded by Councillor Robins and carried unanimously.  
iii. Finance Committee

Councillors Barnes and Morrey said they were happy to continue in post, together with the Clerk as RFO (NB as a signatory to the GFCC account, Councillor Morrey is not able to sign to confirm the quarterly review of the accounts in accordance with the financial regulations). Councillor Thayers had previously communicated to the Clerk her willingness to stand. All three were proposed by Councillor Rands and seconded by Councillor Robins, with the vote being carried unanimously.
iv. Audit Committee
Councillors Butler and Daniel indicated their willingness to continue in post.  Councillor Thayers had also previously indicated the same to the Clerk. All three were proposed by Councillor Barnes and seconded by Councillor Welford, with the vote being carried unanimously.
v. Planning Committee
It was proposed by Councillor Daniel that Councillor Barnes should continue as the Chair of the Committee.  This was seconded by Councillor Morrey, with the vote being carried unanimously.
vi. Local Liaison Committees

a) North Monmouthshire Area Committee (previously known as the Bryn y Cwm Committee). 
It was proposed by Councillor Deakins that Councillor Dodd should continue to represent the Community Council.  This was seconded by Councillor Howells and carried unanimously. 
b) North Monmouthshire Liaison Committee
It was proposed by Councillor Rands that Councillor Robins continue with the Clerk as the Community Council representatives. This was seconded by Councillor Butler and carried unanimously.
c) Monmouth / Newport Area Committee (One Voice Wales)
It was proposed by Councillor Welford that Councillor Deakins should continue to represent the Community Council.  This was seconded by Councillor Daniel and carried unanimously.
d) MCC - Usk and surrounding area cluster meeting
It was proposed by Councillor Butler that Councillor Deakins should continue to represent the Community Council.  This was seconded by Councillor Rands and carried unanimously.

vii. Community Centre Charity Management Committee Representatives

Councillors Butler, Morrey, Dodd, Deakins and Robins agreed to continue to sit on the Committee.  Their nominations were proposed by Councillor Rands and seconded by Councillor Welford and carried unanimously.  
viii. War Memorials Representative.  
It was proposed by Councillor Morrey that Councillor Daniel should attend on behalf of the Community Council as an ‘observer’, (pending the committee drawing up a ‘terms of reference’).  This was seconded by Councillor Butler and carried unanimously.  
	Clerk

	7
	Authorised Signatures
It was agreed the Community Council should add an additional ‘electronic signature’ to the three already held (Councillors Deakins, Morrey and Dodd), as it was likely that Councillor Deakins would not sit as a Councillor for Goetre Fawr, following the boundary changes next year.  
Councillor Butler volunteered to undertake this role, with her ‘nomination’ proposed by Councillor Daniel and seconded by Councillor Barnes.  The vote was carried unanimously.
The Clerk reminded Councillors that Councillor Barnes is authorised to ‘view’ the account and load payments, (but cannot act as a signature). This is so that in the event that the Clerk is indisposed for an extended period, the payment of invoices can continue without interruption. 
	Clerk



	8
	Payments of Subscriptions Falling to be Paid Annually

There were no annual subscriptions due.
	

	9
	To re-adopt the Model Financial Regulations for Wales (June 2016)
It was proposed to re-adopt the model Financial Regulations for Wales.  The Clerk recommended that the increased signing authority for the Clerk and Chairman (from £500 to £2000) in section 4.1, which was agreed at the meeting on 23rd March 2020, should be rescinded.  The changes had been made in light of the Coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic.  Having never been used the Clerk felt they were no longer necessary. 
This was agreed by the meeting and formally proposed by Councillor Deakins, seconded by Councillor Morrey and carried unanimously.  Clerk to update the regulations.
	Clerk

	10
	To re-adopt (with amendments as appropriate), the Community Council’s Standing Orders dated October 2018 and updated in May 2020
It was proposed to re-adopt the Standing Orders without amendment, but to include the IRPW allowances / payments for 2021/22.  These are as before with the exception of:

(i) The reimbursement of care costs, which are now taxable.
(ii) Civic Head Deputy honoraria payments are now known as Mayor/Chair and Deputy Mayor/Deputy Chair payments (now determinations 49 & 50). 
This was proposed by Councillor Butler, seconded by Councillor Howells and carried unanimously. The Clerk to include the relevant sections in the Standing Orders.
	Clerk

	11
	Request information on the Deeds and Trust Documents in the Custody of the Council

The Clerk advised that normally the various title documents held in the custody of the Council are available for members to inspect. However, during the current pandemic crisis, and the need to meet remotely, this was not possible. 
Documents Held

· Lease of Little Mill Recreation Park.
· Various papers relating to the Community Centre, together with original Trust Deed (NB The Land Registry Title is now held by MCC).
· Land Registry Title to Goytre Public Conveniences.
· Land Registry Title to ‘land on the west side of Chestnut Cottage, Mamhilad, Pontypool NP4 8QZ’ (informally known as ‘Ton Land’), together with various Freehold documents relating to this property.

· Land Registry Title to the property known as the Olde Pounde Shop, with small adjacent parking space (the latter being common land).
There were no questions regarding the documents.
	

	12
	Meeting closed at 7.57 pm
	


Chairman: 

Date: 
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