
GOETRE FAWR COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL STATUTORY MEETING HELD BY TELECONFERENCE ON MONDAY 16th MAY 2022
Present:
Community Councillors, Owen Dodd, Jan Butler, Nigel Morrey, Peter Daniel, 
Janet Robins and Morgan Chandler.
In Attendance: 
Jonathan Lazenby (Clerk)
Apologies:
None
	
	
	ACTION

	1
	Apologies for Absence 
As above
	

	2
	Election of Chairman
Councillor Daniel proposed Councillor Owen as the Chair and this was seconded by Councillor Morrey. There were no other candidates and on a show of hands Councillor Dodd was duly elected, with one abstention. 
	

	3
	Chairman’s Acceptance of Office
The Chair thanked everyone present for their support and confirmed his acceptance of a further term of office.  The ‘Declaration of Acceptance’ for the position of Chair was signed by Councillor Dodd during the meeting and his signature displayed via teleconference for all those in attendance to witness. Councillor Dodd will send to the Clerk who will countersign / witness as the Proper Officer of the Council. 
	Cllr Dodd
Clerk

	4
	Chairman’s Remarks 
Councillor Dodd welcomed everyone to this first meeting of the new Council.
	

	5
	Appointment of Vice-Chair
Councillor Daniel was proposed by Councillor Butler and seconded by Councillor Dodd.  Councillor Daniel said that he was happy to undertake the role, but on a temporary basis only, due to his other village commitments. There were no other nominations.  The appointment was then carried unanimously on a show of hands.  
	

	6
	Councillors’ Signing of Declarations of Office
Every newly elected member signed their ‘Declaration of Acceptance of Office’ during the meeting, with each individual signature being displayed via teleconference for all those in attendance to witness.  Each Councillor to send to the Clerk who will countersign / witness as the Proper Officer of the Council.
	All

	7
	Appointment of Statutory and /or Standing Committee Members

a) Goytre Village Hall Committee

It was proposed by Councillor Morrey that Councillor Dodd should continue in this position. This was seconded by Councillor Robins and carried unanimously.   
b) Llanover Village Hall Committee

It was proposed by Councillor Morrey that Councillor Chandler should continue in his current role as the local Community Council’s representative.  This was seconded by Councillor Daniel and carried unanimously.  
c) Finance Committee

The following Councillors agreed to put their names forward.  
Councillors Morrey, Robins, Daniel and Chandler.

(NB as a signatory to the GFCC account, Councillor Morrey is not able to sign to confirm the quarterly review of the accounts in accordance with the financial regulations). All four were proposed by Councillor Dodd and seconded by Councillor Butler, with the vote being carried unanimously.
d) Audit Committee
Councillors Butler and Daniel indicated their willingness to continue in post. It was agreed that the third position should remain open to allow for consideration of any future co-opted members.  Both candidates were then proposed by Councillor Morrey and seconded by Councillor Robins, with the vote being carried unanimously.
e) Planning Committee
It was agreed to leave this position open pending the co-option of future members.  
Local Liaison Committees

f) North Monmouthshire Area Committee (previously known as the Bryn y Cwm Committee). This had not met since the Covid outbreak and it was not clear if it was continuing.  However, in the meantime, it was proposed by Councillor Daniel that Councillor Dodd should continue, and this was 
seconded by Councillor Morrey and carried unanimously. 
g) Monmouthshire / Newport Area Committee (One Voice Wales)
It was agreed to leave this position vacant for the time being, as Councillors were undecided whether this, or the Usk and surrounding area group (see below) was the most appropriate forum to join.  Clerk to speak to ex-Councillor Deakins who previously attended both groups
h) MCC - Usk and surrounding area cluster meeting (One Voice Wales)
It was also agreed to leave this position vacant for the time being, as Councillors were undecided whether this, or the Monmouthshire / Newport Area Committee (see above) was the most appropriate forum to join.  Clerk to speak to ex-Councillor Deakins who previously attended both groups.
i) Community Centre Charity Management Committee Representatives
Councillors Daniel, Morrey, Butler, Dodd and Robins agreed to continue to sit on the Committee.  The nominations were proposed by Councillor Morrey and seconded by Councillor Daniel and carried unanimously.
j) Usk Diary Liaison
It was proposed by Councillor Dodd that Councillor Morrey should take on this role.  This was seconded by Councillor Daniel and carried unanimously

k) War Memorial Representative.  
It was proposed by Councillor Morrey, and seconded by Councillor Dodd, that the Community Council no longer needed to appoint a formal ‘observer’ on behalf of the Council, (Councillor Daniel is a Trustee), and this was carried unanimously.  
	Clerk

Clerk



	8
	Bank Mandate Authorised Signatories
It was agreed the Community Council should add an additional (fourth) ‘electronic signature’ to the three already held (Cllrs Butler, Morrey and Dodd).  The current fourth signatory, Councillor Deakins, now sits as a Councillor on Llanbadoc Community Council, following the recent boundary changes.  
Councillor Chandler volunteered to undertake this role, with his ‘nomination’ being proposed by Councillor Dodd and seconded by Councillor Daniel.  The vote was carried unanimously.
The same four Councillors are also to be confirmed as authorised ‘wet’ signatories for the cheque book, which would involve removing the current signing authority of ex-Councillor Howells.  This was also proposed by Councillor Dodd and seconded by Councillor Daniel.  The vote was carried unanimously.

It was agreed to leave the account ‘back-up’ position vacant for the time being to allow for consideration of any future co-opted members.  (This is the nominated person who can view the accounts and load payments, in the event that the Clerk is indisposed for an extended period.  This would allow the payment of invoices to continue without interruption. NB this individual will NOT be able to act as a signature. Previously this role was undertaken by ex-Councillor Barnes). 
	Clerk



	9
	Agreement to place advert to co-opt into vacant ward seats
There are currently two vacant seats for Councillors – namely one each in Goytre and Goetre Wharf.  It was proposed by Councillor Dodd and seconded by Councillor Morrey, that we should adopt the advert previously circulated by the Clerk. This will have a closing date of Friday 3rd June, with potential interviews the week commencing Monday 13th June.  The interview Panel to consist of Councillors, Robins, Morrey and Chandler, with Councillor Dodd as a back-up in the event of non-availability. This was carried unanimously. 
	Clerk


	10
	Adoption of General Power of Competence
The Community Council is able to adopt the General Power of Competence (GPoC), having met all of the following criteria:
· Two thirds of Councillors (rounded up) have been elected / elected unopposed.
· A suitably (CiLCA) qualified Clerk.
· The Community Council’s two most recent auditor’s opinions are ‘unqualified’.
The Clerk advised the meeting that a resolution must be passed each year, both confirming the Council’s continued eligibility and their wish to re-adopt GPoC.  On this basis the Council wished to adopt the new power, and a resolution to this effect was proposed by Councillor Morrey and seconded by Councillor Dodd.  The vote was carried unanimously.
	Clerk

	11
	Payments of Subscriptions Falling to be Paid Annually

There were no annual subscriptions due.
	

	12
	To agree, (with appropriate rates if applicable), whether to pay attendance allowances for Council meetings
It was proposed by Councillor Butler that a rate of £10 per meeting be approved to encourage potential members.  This was met with general agreement from those in attendance, although several Councillors confirmed during the discussion that they did not intend to claim the allowance themselves.  
The proposal was seconded by Councillor Morrey and carried unanimously. 
The Clerk to instigate a system to monitor attendance and arrange payments.
	Clerk

	13
	To re-adopt (with amendments as appropriate), the Community Council’s Standing Orders dated October 2018 and updated in May 2020, including the recommended allowances and payments in the 2022 IRPW report
It was proposed by Councillor Daniel to re-adopt the Standing Orders without amendment, but to include the IRPW allowances / payments for 2022/23 (including the new attendance allowance), in the relevant section of the document.  This was seconded by Councillor Dodd and carried unanimously.
	Clerk

	14
	To re-adopt (with amendments as appropriate), the Model Financial Regulations for Wales (June 2016) and updated in May 2021
Re-adoption without amendment was proposed by Councillor Morrey and seconded by Councillor Robins.  The proposal was carried unanimously.
	Clerk

	15
	Request information on the Deeds and Trust Documents in the Custody of the Council

The Clerk advised that normally the various title documents held in the custody of the Council are available for members to inspect. However, during the current pandemic crisis, and the need to meet remotely, this was not possible. 

Documents Held

· Various papers relating to the Community Centre, together with original Trust Deed (NB The Land Registry Title is now held by MCC).
· Land Registry Title to Goytre Public Conveniences.
· Land Registry Title to ‘land on the west side of Chestnut Cottage, Mamhilad, Pontypool NP4 8QZ’ (informally known as ‘Ton Land’), together with various Freehold documents relating to this property.

· Land Registry Title to the property known as the Olde Pounde Shop, with small adjacent parking space (the latter being common land).

· The Documents regarding St Bartholemew’s Church Graveyard, and associated registers – The Clerk to collect them from the Clerk of Llanover (now Gobion) Community Council next week.

· The lease and associated documents relating to Little Mill Park / Recreation Area will be delivered to Llanbadoc CC at their earliest convenience. 

There were no questions regarding the documents.
	

	
	Meeting closed at 8.30pm
	


Chairman: 

Date: 

2

