
GOETRE FAWR COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL STATUTORY MEETING HELD AT LLANOVER VILLAGE HALL AND BY TELECONFERENCE ON MONDAY 22nd MAY 2023, STARTING AT 19.45
Present:
Community Councillors, Owen Dodd, Andy Barnes, Jan Butler, Nigel Morrey, 
Peter Daniel, Janet Robins, Morgan Chandler and Scott Grayland.
In Attendance: 
Jonathan Lazenby (Clerk)
Apologies:
None
	
	
	ACTION

	1
	Apologies for Absence 
As above
	

	2
	Election of Chairman
Councillor Butler proposed Councillor Dodd as the Chair, and this was seconded by Councillor Barnes. There were no other candidates and on a show of hands Councillor Dodd was duly elected on a unanimous vote.
	

	3
	Chairman’s Acceptance of Office
The Chair thanked everyone present for their support and confirmed his acceptance of a further term of office.  The ‘Declaration of Acceptance’ for the position of Chair was signed by Councillor Dodd during the meeting and witnessed by the Proper Officer (Clerk) of the Council. 
	Clerk

	4
	Chairman’s Remarks 
Councillor Dodd welcomed everyone to the meeting.
	

	5
	Appointment of Vice-Chair
The re-appointment of Councillor Barnes was proposed by Councillor Daniel and seconded by Councillor Morrey.  Councillor Barnes said that he was happy to undertake the role, and as there were no other nominations his appointment was then carried unanimously on a show of hands.  
	

	6
	Appointment of Statutory and /or Standing Committee Members

a) Goytre Village Hall Committee

It was proposed by Councillor Butler that Councillor Dodd should continue in this position. This was seconded by Councillor Daniel and carried unanimously.   
b) Llanover Village Hall Committee

It was proposed by Councillor Daniel that Councillor Chandler should continue in his current role as the Community Council’s representative.  This was seconded by Councillor Barnes and carried unanimously.  
c) Finance Committee

The following Councillors agreed to put their names forward to continue in role.  Councillors Morrey, Robins, Daniel and Chandler.

(NB as a signatory to the GFCC account, Councillor Morrey is not able to sign to confirm the quarterly review of the accounts in accordance with the financial regulations). All four were proposed by Councillor Dodd and seconded by Councillor Butler, with the vote being carried unanimously.
d) Audit Committee
Councillors Daniel, Barnes & Morrey indicated their willingness to continue in post. All three candidates were then proposed by Councillor Dodd and seconded by Councillor Butler, with the vote being carried unanimously.
e) Planning Committee
Councillor Barnes indicated his willingness to continue as Chair of the Planning Committee. His re-appointment was therefore proposed by Councillor Daniel, seconded by Councillor Morrey and carried unanimously.   
Local Liaison Committees

f) Monmouthshire / Newport Area Committee (One Voice Wales)
Councillor Robins indicated her willingness to stand and her re-appointment was therefore proposed by Councillor Morrey, seconded by Councillor Daniel and carried unanimously. (The Clerk is also a regular attendee).

g) Community Centre Charity Management Committee Representatives
Councillors Daniel, Morrey, Butler and Dodd agreed to continue to sit on the Committee.  However, Councillor Robins advised that she wished to stand down.  Councillor Grayland indicated his willingness to stand by way of ‘replacement’. All five nominees were then proposed by Councillor Barnes, seconded by Councillor Robins and carried unanimously.
h) Usk Diary Liaison
It was agreed that due to the ad-hoc nature of our submission of articles, it was not necessary to have a formal appointed representative, and that future articles should be forwarded by the most appropriate individual based on the required content. 
i) Bio-Diversity Representative
It was proposed by Councillor Morrey that Councillor Robins should continue in this role.  This was seconded by Councillor Daniel and carried unanimously.

It was noted that neither the North Monmouthshire Area Committee (previously known as the Bryn y Cwm Committee), or the Usk and surrounding area cluster meeting (run by MCC) appear to have met since the pandemic.  Therefore, it was agreed that no appointments should be made unless/until either organisation became active again.  
	

	7
	Youth Representative
The Community Council has the power to appoint two Youth Representatives (aged 16-25), and last year appointed a student from the village.  However, due to study commitments, the individual’s participation was rather limited, and she subsequently decided to resign. The Council is therefore asked to consider whether it wishes to consider advertising for a replacement representative(s). However, it was agreed to defer a decision until the Autumn term is established, when any potential candidates will have a better understanding of their academic workload.  
	

	8
	Bank Mandate Authorised Signatories
The current signatories, Councillors Dodd, Butler, Morrey and Chandler agreed to continue as both ‘electronic’ and ‘wet’ signatories to the account.  Their continued authorisation was proposed by Councillor Daniel, seconded by Councillor Barnes and carried unanimously. 
It was recommended that Councillor Barnes continue in his ‘back-up’ role in the event of the Clerk’s prolonged ‘incapacitation’ to prevent potential disruption to the payment of invoices.  This will enable payments to be loaded prior to authorisation by two of the four signatories above. This was then proposed by Councillor Dodd, seconded by Councillor Morrey and carried unanimously. 
	

	9
	Re-Adoption of General Power of Competence
The Clerk confirmed that the Community Council continued to meet the eligibility criteria to re-adopt the General Power of Competence (GPoC), namely:
· Two thirds of Councillors (rounded up) have been elected / elected unopposed.
· A suitably (CiLCA) qualified Clerk.
· The Community Council’s two most recent auditor’s opinions are ‘unqualified’.
The Clerk advised the meeting that a resolution must be passed each year, both confirming the Council’s continued eligibility and their wish to re-adopt GPoC.  It was agreed that the Council wished to continue with this power, and a resolution to this effect was proposed by Councillor Dodd and seconded by Councillor Morrey, with the vote carried unanimously.
	

	10
	Payments of Subscriptions Falling to be Paid Annually

There were no annual subscriptions due.
	

	11
	To agree the latest IRPW determinations for Councillor Payments & Allowances. 

The Clerk had previously circulated the IRPW’s February 2023 report.  It was proposed by Councillor Butler and seconded by Councillor Daniel to adopt the relevant recommendations of the report in full (as they apply to Town & Community Councils), and this was carried unanimously.  Further to this, the following two report recommendations require specific policy confirmations, as outlined below. 
 
(i) Reimbursement for extra costs of working from home (mandatory)
This payment has been increased to £156, (up from £150 a year) - equivalent to £3 a week, towards any extra household expenses (including heating, lighting, power and broadband) of working from home. It was agreed that this should be made by a single payment in October. This was formally proposed by Councillor Morrey, seconded by Councillor Barnes and carried unanimously.  The Clerk reminded everyone that, should anyone wish to decline the payment (in part, or in full), they should write to him to confirm this.  


(ii) Reimbursement for consumables 
Councils must either pay their members £52 a year for the cost of office consumables, or alternatively, enable members to claim full reimbursement for the cost of their office consumables.  The decision on which process to adopt is a matter for Council policy.  Council agreed that no policy decision on this should be made until the tax implications of the alternative payment approaches are known (hopefully to be advised to us by OVW).  Clerk to defer until the next meeting.

It was agreed that all other payments (including the attendance allowance of £10 per meeting) should remain as previously authorised by Council at its ASM in May 2022. This was formally proposed by Councillor Dodd, seconded by Councillor Morrey and carried unanimously.
	Clerk
Clerk
Clerk

	12
	To adopt the new OVW Standing Orders template for T & CC’s dated May 2023, with amendments as appropriate (if available). 
A new template set of Standing Orders have been received from OVW which take in account the changes in legislation, brought about by the Local Government & Elections (Wales) Act 2021.  The key changes incorporated include:  
· The default method of sending the summons for a meeting to Councillors is now electronic (postal on request – the reverse of what was in place before) – section 3(a)
· The requirement to hold remote / multi-location meetings - section 3(b)

· A slightly expanded section on the ability of members of the public to speak at meetings - section 3(d)

· The requirement to publish draft minutes within 7 working days of the meeting – section 12(f)

The Clerk has compared the new template to our previous copy and made amendments (where permitted) so that they reflect, as near as possible, what the CC had before.  The new template, with recommended amendments, was previously distributed to Councillors for consideration. In addition, the Clerk also suggests that references to the ‘Disciplinary Committee’ (under section 19) should be amended to ‘HR/Disciplinary Committee’. After due consideration, it was agreed to adopt the new template as recommended, and this was proposed by Councillor Morrey, seconded by Councillor Daniel and carried unanimously. 
	Clerk

	13
	To re-adopt (with amendments as appropriate), the Model Financial Regulations for Wales (June 2016), updated in May 2021 and re-adopted in May 2022
Re-adoption of the Regulations without further amendment, (last updated in May 2021), was proposed by Councillor Dodd and seconded by Councillor Butler.  The proposal was carried unanimously.
	Clerk

	14
	Inspect the Deeds and Trust Documents in the Custody of the Council

The Clerk confirmed that the various title documents held in the custody of the Council are available for members to inspect. 

Documents Held

· Various papers relating to the Community Centre, together with original Trust Deed (NB The Land Registry Title is now held by MCC).

· Land Registry Title to Goytre Public Conveniences.

· Land Registry Title to ‘land on the west side of Chestnut Cottage, Mamhilad, Pontypool NP4 8QZ’ (informally known as ‘Ton Land’), together with various Freehold documents relating to this property.

· Land Registry Title to the property known as the Olde Pounde Shop, with small adjacent parking space (the latter being common land).

· The Title documents relating to St Bartholemew’s Church Graveyard, and associated registers.
Councillor Butler asked if she could view any documentation relating to the Community Centre, and the Clerk said that he would provide the folder at the end of the meeting.  There were no other questions regarding the documents held.
	

	15
	Meeting closed at 8.23pm
	


Chairman: 

Date: 

2

