
[bookmark: _Hlk98832726]CYNGOR CYMUNED
GOETRE FAWR
COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING HELD AT LLANOVER VILLAGE HALL AND BY TELECONFERENCE ON MONDAY 15th JUNE 2026

Present:	Community Councillors Nigel Morrey, Peter Daniel, Janet Robins, Andy Barnes, Martin Stevens, and Community/County Councillor Jan Butler.
In Attendance: 	Jonathan Lazenby (Clerk).
Apologies:	Community Councillors Lewis Carter and Owen Dodd
Absent without Apology:  None. 
Members of the Public/Guests: None.
	[bookmark: _Hlk98833029]
	
	ACTION

	1
	Apologies for Absence.
As above.  
	
Clerk

	2
	Declarations of Interest.
The Chair began by asking the members present whether they had any declarations of ‘interest’ to make, which includes previous declarations already made.  No declarations were forthcoming.  
	




	3
	Chairman’s Remarks.
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
	


	4
	Minutes.
(i) Approval of the minutes of the Annual Statutory Meeting held on 18th May 2026.
The minutes were proposed as a true and correct record by Councillor Daniel, seconded by Councillor Barnes and carried unanimously.  

(ii) Approval of the minutes of the Ordinary meeting held on 18th May 2026.
The minutes were proposed as a true and correct record by Councillor Daniel seconded by Councillor Stevens and carried unanimously. 
(iii) Approval of the minutes of the closed session held on 18th May 2026.
The minutes were proposed as a true and correct record by Councillor Daniel, seconded by Councillor Stevens and carried unanimously.
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	5
	Matters Arising.  
(i) Annual Statutory meeting 
a) Item 3 - The Chair has now signed his ‘Acceptance of Office’. 
b) Item 6 - Final Committee Member appointments – for Goytre Village Hall and ‘Social Media Liaison’ (to be covered as a separate item on today’s agenda).
c) Item 7 – Youth Representative – Clerk has diarised for our September meeting.
d) Item 11- Powys CC now paying 50p per mile.  OVW have confirmed that it is in order for local Councils to set their own levels.  However, payments in excess of the official HMRC rates will likely attract an additional tax liability for the recipients.

(ii) Ordinary meeting 
a) Item 6 (c) - The overgrown footpath along the railway line has been reported to MCC and our request acknowledged.  No action appears to have been taken by MCC as yet, although local residents have now cut back some of the growth.
b) Item 6 (d) – The lock in the ladies’ toilets has been repaired.
c) Item 7 (v) – We have signed up with Octopus Energy for our electricity in a two-year deal from September this year.

(iii) Closed meeting
   Item 13 – Ton Land Lease - to be covered separately
   on today’s agenda.
	























	6
	Maintenance. (Including items previously reported, but not yet addressed).
a) Replacement defibrillator pads.  We will require three replacement pads over the course of the next two months - Capel Ed (6th July) and Secret Garden/Star Inn (both 10th August). Replacements are available at £56 plus VAT (18-month shelf life), or £140 plus VAT with a 5-year shelf life (so better value overall).  The Clerk has been advised these pads are those that the unit would originally have been supplied with. All orders are plus carriage of £10 plus VAT.  It was agreed that we should purchase the more expensive version and this was proposed by Councillor Stevens, seconded by Councillor Morrey and carried unanimously. 
b) Upper Llanover Potholes.  No action has been taken as yet.  It was noted that MCC visited Goytre last week with the trial road surface repair equipment, which was ‘borrowed’ for two days. It appears to have made a big difference to the road surface where used on Star Lane and Capel Ed, although no repairs on roads further afield (including Parklands) were included in the short period of the trial. (See also Councillor Butler’s update under item 17).  

c) Collapsing Tow path and embankment near to bridge 68 on Croes-y-pant Lane.  Councillor Butler has met with Ben Cottam, Director C&RT for Wales and the South West of England.  He confirmed that they are keeping an eye on the situation and that there is currently no risk of leakage.  They have apparently considered placing a rail to prevent usage of the path, but have concluded that the dog walkers etc will likely just pull it out.  
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7
	Finance.
(i) Payments made since the May meeting.
                                                                         £
[image: ]

The Clerk advised that the payments include the renewal of our service contract with Wallgate (for the hand washer dryers) and our annual fee to the Information Commissioners Office.  There were no comments or observations.  

(ii) Review of Cashflow as at 31st May 2026.
The Clerk presented the meeting with a copy of the cashflow as at the end of May. He had also provided Councillors with a statement of our overall bank position at the same date to enable them to validate our financial position.  There were no comments or observations.

(iii) Approval of Annual Governance Statement for 2025/26.
Prior to the approval of the Annual Governance Statement, the Clerk (in his capacity as RFO), reviewed the issues which had been raised by Audit Wales during our 2023/24 and 2024/25 audits.  No issues were raised during our 2023/24 audit.  However, in the 2024/2025 review, Wales Audit raised the following two issues for review and action:
a. The need for any accompanying reports/papers to the agenda be published on the web site.  This is covered in the 2013 Democracy Act, but had not been identified in any of our audits since that time.  However, it was addressed immediately with the publication of all associated documents from our October 2025 meetings onwards.  
b. The second note concerns the alleged use of an invalid VAT number.  This appears to relate to our dealings with Tod Security Ltd which was taken over in November 2024, so no longer trades under its own VAT number.  The Clerk subsequently checked all the invoices we received since 2020, and confirmed that the same VAT number (which we presumed was correct) was used throughout this period. The Clerk contacted the new owners of the company for clarification, but they were unable to help.  Extensive searches on the internet also failed to identify a separate (now historical) VAT number for Tod Security.  In the circumstances the Clerk felt there was no more that he could do to try to resolve the situation.  The Clerk confirmed that he would add this explanation to the ‘Additional Disclosure Notes’ on page 3 of the Annual Return.
 
The Annual Governance Statement had been circulated in advance by the Clerk.  Therefore, Councillors, together with the Clerk, reviewed all boxes 1 to 10, where it was confirmed that items 2 to 9 could be ticked as ‘agreed’.  

However, Item 1 (Community Vision) is to be marked as ‘No’ with the following commentary under section 2 of ‘Additional Disclosure Notes’: “Whilst we have published a ‘vision’ in our annual report, this is not as a direct result of a specific consultation with the electorate. Although we continue to engage on specific community initiatives, Councillors do not consider that this adequately meets the required level of consultation on which to base a community vision”.

Item 10 (General Power of Competence) can now be marked as ‘Yes’ with the following commentary, also under section 2 of ‘Additional Disclosure Notes’: “Unfortunately, following the resignation in September 2023 of a Councillor previously elected unopposed, the Council no longer met the ‘Democracy’ criteria to hold the General Power of Competence.  The Community Council therefore had to rely on s137 where necessary from May 2024.  However, following the loss of a co-opted Councillor in the late spring of 2025, an election was held in August when a new Councillor was duly elected.  As a result, the Democracy criteria was again met, and with all three eligibility requirements now achieved, the Council passed a proposal to re-adopt the General Power of Competence at its September 2025 Council meeting”.

Under section 1 of ‘Other Disclosure Notes’ (s137 expenditure under the LGA 1972), the Clerk confirmed this figure for 2025/26 was £50 under section 137.  These payments are included within ‘Other payments’ in the Accounting Statement.

Under ‘Trust Funds’ we were advised by Audit Wales last year to tick the ‘Yes’ box. We included the following commentary which the Clerk recommends we add again.  “However, we act solely as a Custodian Trustee of the lease for the village Community Centre (owned by Monmouthshire County Council). We do not manage any funds, nor do we have any role in the management of the Centre”.

Approval of the Annual Governance Statement was then proposed by Councillor Morrey, seconded by Councillor Daniel, and carried unanimously.  

(iv) Approval of the Annual Accounting Statement for 2025/26
The Annual Accounting Statement had been signed, and previously circulated by the Clerk as RFO.  Approval was proposed by Councillor Morrey, seconded by Councillor Robins, and carried unanimously.

(v) Approval and certification of the Annual Return for 2025/26
[bookmark: _Hlk101766452]As usual the final date for approving the return remains as the 30th June, and Council is now asked to agree to its formal approval and certification.  The final date for submission of the return with the associated papers is 7th July.  

It was, therefore, proposed by Councillor Daniel, and seconded by Councillor Stevens, that the return be approved, with the vote being carried unanimously. Councillor Morrey, as Chair and Presiding Officer of the meeting, will add his signature to the Approval & Certification section of the Audit Return.  The Clerk will now finalise the papers for submission to the Auditor General for Wales, in good time for the 7th July deadline.
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8
	Planning.
(i) Updates/Next Meetings.
There have been no meetings since the last full Council meeting.  A meeting is to be arranged to consider the following application.  
DM/2026/00676: Householder
68 Longhouse Barn, Penperlleni, Goytre, Monmouthshire, NP4 0BD
Remodelling of property which includes:
1. Porch replacement to south elevation
2. Ground floor extension to west elevation
3. New windows throughout
4. New rendering externally
5. New roof tiles
6. New increased vehicle rear entrance and gates

It was agreed that a meeting would be convened to consider the application on Tuesday 23rd June at 18.30 

	












Cllr. Barnes 
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	9
	Outstanding appointments from May Annual Meeting.
(i) Goytre Village Hall Committee.
At the Annual Meeting it was queried whether it was appropriate for our existing nominee, Councillor Dodd, to be re-appointed, given that he was now the Chair of the Village Hall.  On reflection the Clerk suggested that as full trustees of the VH, it was probably not ideal for either Councillors Butler or Dodd (both members of the Committee) to undertake this role, as it created a clear potential for a conflict of interest.  As an alternative, it was suggested that Councillor Stevens (an existing member of the committee but non-trustee) would be the appropriate candidate.  Councillor Stevens indicated his willingness to stand and his appointment was therefore proposed by Councillor Daniel.  This was seconded by Councillor Morrey.  This was agreed by a majority vote with Councillor Butler abstaining from the vote given her position on the committee.

(ii) Social Media Liaison.
The previous role of ‘Usk Diary Liaison’ has never really come to fruition with the Clerk largely undertaking liaison with ‘The Diary’. However, our previous nominee (Councillor Carter) has been central to the CC’s social media presence, and it is the Clerk’s intention that the focus of the Usk Diary role be changed to one of ‘Social Media Liaison’. However, again this could not be put to Councillor Carter due to his absence from the meeting and so will be carried forward to the July meeting. 
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10
	Biodiversity Plan 2026-2028 – Review and sign-off – Councillor Robins.
Following last month’s suggested updates, the ‘final’ version of the Plan has been pre-circulated to Councillors and included in the papers attached to today’s agenda on the web site.  The Clerk identified a minor typo (a reference to ‘Ton Road’ instead of ‘Ton Land’),
which Councillor Robins will attend to.  

The plan was now being formally presented for sign off and adoption by the Council, being proposed by Councillor Morrey, seconded by Councillor Butler, and carried unanimously.

It was also agreed that in support of the plan the Clerk would apply for the free biodiversity packages available from One Voice Wales to include native bulbs, signage and habitats.
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	11
	Annual Report for 2025 -2026 - Review & Sign Off.
The Local Government & Elections (Wales) Act 2021 requires all Community & Town Councils to prepare, as soon as is reasonably practical after the financial year end, an Annual Report detailing its activities over the previous 12 months.  Over the past few months both the Clerk and Chair have been working on this document which, having been pre-circulated, is now presented for formal sign-off.  
Councillors were pleased to endorse its content with a formal proposal being made by Councillor Daniel and being seconded by Councillor Stevens.  The proposal was then carried unanimously.
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	12
	Ton Land grazing rights lease update.
A new tenant has yet to be identified.  Two potential applicants have yet to confirm their position, but the Clerk will continue to monitor the situation.  An updated grazing rights document has been drawn up by our solicitors which includes added protections for the Council.  It also requires the tenant to cover the cost of the water rates (likely circa £50 a year).  It is for 364 days per year and is to be signed by two Councillors.  Witnessing by the Clerk is not required as this is not a formal deed.  
The Clerk to continue to market the land and keep Councillors up to date with progress.
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	13
	Public Conveniences Refurbishment.
Following on from last month’s update (Item 5 under matters Arising’), the funding suggestion from Laura Jones was for the Welsh Community Facilities Fund. Unfortunately, we have already determined that we do not meet the scheme criteria. The Clerk has also undertaken the eligibility ‘quiz’ for the Post Code Lottery fund, and again, unfortunately we don’t qualify. The Clerk therefore suggests that he contact the two existing contractors with a view to scaling back the suggested work with the following two potential options, with a suggested initial funding of £10,000 plus VAT:  
(i) Look to undertake a lesser refurbishment, perhaps in two stages, with the second stage to follow next year, or the year after.
(ii) Look to completely refurbish just one side of the conveniences with, again, the other side to follow at a later date.  

In the absence of grant funding, either option will likely require a significant rise in the precept next year to raise the additional funds to complete the second stage. 
As a third alternative, the Clerk believes that significant funding is available for a ‘Changing spaces’ toilet.  These are larger accessible toilets for severely disabled people, with equipment such as hoists, curtains, adult-sized changing benches and space for carers.  Given the space required, it is not clear whether we would be able to accommodate one or two such toilets on the available footprint.  In addition, the structural work required may necessitate the removal of the roof tiles which have an asbestos surround.
The Clerk to investigate options with Councillor Stevens. He will also contact at Jo Webb at GAVO who he believes has more information on Changing Places grant funding.
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	14
	Strategic Development Plan call for Strategic Candidate sites – Councillor Butler.
Back in 2023 a petition with 310 signatures was submitted to the Senedd requesting them to consider re-opening the station at Nantyderry/Goytre Fawr and Councillor Butler queried whether we should raise this again as a potential opportunity for the village (during the meeting Councillor Morrey forwarded a link to the petition on the Senedd’s web site for later review).  
Councillor Butler believed that we should provide a Community Council response if we want to see change happen.
The Clerk to review what was sent together with the outcome, for review and discussion at our meeting on 13th July when we can decide what (if anything), we want to submit.  We have until 21st July to forward our suggestions.
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	15
	Active Travel Plan Consultation.
Although we are not officially in the scheme Councillor Butler has logged our interest in the scheme, and felt it would be useful for us to be able to comment on any proposals and make suggestions. There is a drop-in session on 23rd June from 9.30 to 4.30 at Abergavenny library which Councillors Butler and Stevens hoping to be able to attend.

The Clerk will add this item to next month’s agenda when Councillors can decide if they wish to respond.  The consultation runs until midnight on Sunday 30 August.
	



Cllrs. Butler / Stevens



The Clerk

	16
	Fire Risk Assessment.
As part of the Finance Committee’s Risk Assessment, it was identified that we need to arrange a professional Fire Safety Risk Assessment for the Olde Pounde Shop in compliance with the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005.  An initial quote of £395 +VAT was obtained from one specialist company for a level 1 assessment, but despite repeated requests, they have not provided details of what this covers. 

By contrast, a second company has provided a redacted copy of one of their assessments, which appears very comprehensive, but is much more expensive at £872 plus VAT.  It was agreed that Councillors Butler and Robins would supply the Clerk with details of the companies used for the Village Hall and Capel Ed Church assessments to enable the Clerk to approach them for additional quotes.  Councillor Stevens also to investigate alternative pricing to enable Councillors to make a decision at our July meeting. 
	






#
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	17
	County Council update - County Councillor Jan Butler.
(i) A4042 crossing.  
The crossing is now open!  New signage warning motorists of the new crossing/lights is now in place. 
(ii) Pot holes.
Last week MCC trialled new road repair equipment, which appears to have been very successful.  However, many roads remain in need of repair. If approached directly Councillor Butler can help residents to petition the Council to undertake the work. 
(iii) Brecon and Monmouthshire canal.
The canal is in a much better position with the C&RT and Welsh Water now having a good working relationship. With the heavier rainfall so far this year water costs have been much reduced.  They are still looking at a 5-year plan of where the water will come from. 
(iv) Road Safety on the A4042.
Councillor Butler will be bringing a motion forward at a meeting of the County Council next week, together with a colleague, focusing on the problems of crossing the A4042 at both Llanover and Llanellen.  
	

	18
	Llanover Update.
There was no update in the absence of Councillor Carter. 
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	Donation Requests.
No requests have been received.
	


	[bookmark: _Hlk150411302]20
	Communications.
(i) GFCC Facebook page – latest posts / responses.
No significant posts have been received.  

(ii) Defibrillators.
It appears that many residents are not aware of the location of the defibrillators in the ward.  The Clerk to resurrect a poster to place on the Facebook pages and noticeboards to remind people of their location and remind them that this is a service provided by and paid for by the Community Council.

(iii) Not in My Name Campaign.
The Clerk has now received from Nicola Awni, a certificate confirming our Pledge and support for the ‘Not in My Name’ campaign, which Council committed to in November of last year.  Councillors are also invited to the GFWI ‘Light a Candle’ procession and event on 25 November about 10am-ish – held last year in St Mary’s Church in Usk.

Goytre Football Club.
The Club has approached us with a view to engage with the Council for support on potential new projects and to access funds/grants etc.  Councillor Daniel has agreed to be a point of contact.  The Clerk to advise the Football Club.

(v) Goytre Social Club.
The club has approached us for funding for a family fun day on Saturday 22nd August.  The Clerk to add it to the donation requests on the July meeting agenda.
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	Advertising – Usk and Raglan Diary Contributions Sept/Oct 2026.
The closing date for articles to be submitted for the Sept/Oct 2026 will be towards the end of next month.  It was recommended that the Clerk prepare an article on the location of the defibrillators.  
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	22
	Date of next meeting and close.
The next meeting will be held in four weeks time at Llanover Village Hall on Monday 13th July 2026 at 19.45.

The venue to be Llanover Village Hall, and by teleconference using: https://meet.jit.si/GoetreFawrCommunityCouncil
	




All/
Clerk
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Chairman: ………………………….…        Date:……………….
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Clerk's expenses (April 2026)
One Voice Wales - Awards Conference 1st July

Wallgate Limited (hand washer dryer service contract)

Goytre Village Hall - Pop-up Post Office rental
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Clerk's salary
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Nest (Clerk's Pension)

Unity Trust Bank (monthly service charge)

Information Commissioners Officer - annual data protection fee
Gary Duggan - St Bartholomew's graveyard cut 02/06/26
Goytre Village Hall - Pop-up Post Office rental

Goytre Village Hall - Pop-up Post Office rental

Merlin Environmental Services Ltd (June)

British Gas (Public Conveniences Electricity)
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