
[bookmark: _Hlk98832726]CYNGOR CYMUNED
GOETRE FAWR
COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING HELD AT LLANOVER VILLAGE HALL AND BY TELECONFERENCE ON MONDAY 18th MAY 2026

Present:	Community Councillors Nigel Morrey, Peter Daniel, Janet Robins, Andy Barnes, Owen Dodd, Martin Stevens, and Community/County Councillor Jan Butler.
In Attendance: 	Jonathan Lazenby (Clerk).
Apologies:	Community Councillor Lewis Carter.
Absent without Apology:  None. 
Members of the Public/Guests: None.
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	ACTION

	1
	Apologies for Absence.
As above.  
	
Clerk

	2
	Declarations of Interest.
The Chair began by asking the members present whether they had any declarations of ‘interest’ to make, which includes previous declarations already made.  The Clerk advised that Councillor Stevens had an interest in item 7(v) – Electricity Contract Renewal.  No other declarations were forthcoming.
	




Clerk

	3
	Chairman’s Remarks.
There were no further comments from the Chair. 
	


	4
	Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 20th April 2026.
The minutes were proposed as a true and correct record by Councillor Robins, seconded by Councillor Barnes and carried by all those present, with the exception of Councillor Daniel, who abstained, having not been present at the April meeting. 
	




Clerk

	5
	Matters Arising.  
a) Item 5 (a) - The Clerk noted that the lights in the village by (and on) the A4042 are currently switched off at night leaving the whole area in complete darkness. He requested whether Councillor Butler could contact Highways to ascertain whether this is to be a permanent feature.
b) Item 9 – Public Conveniences Refurbishment.
Following the last meeting, as recommended the Clerk contacted Michael Dupree at the Lottery to obtain some guidance on our application.  Disappointingly, despite having been initially told by the helpline that we would be eligible, Michael advised that this was not the case under the National Lottery scheme rules.  Instead, he suggested we look under the Wales Council for Voluntary Action (WCVA) scheme.  Having spoken with them, they confirmed that we could apply under their landfill scheme, providing we were within 5 miles of a landfill site (which their map confirms we are). 

However, having spent several mornings completing their on-line forms, our application does not seem to meet many of the criteria that they are looking to satisfy. For example, helping young people, bringing communities together, meeting Welsh Language standards, involvement of volunteers etc. With funding to approve only 20 applications, and having already received 250 the Clerk does not feel that any further work on this particular application can be justified.
The problems we face are that either the schemes are not open to local authorities, or we cannot meet the type of criteria outlined above. Jo Webb at GAVO has provided a couple of ideas and even suggested a separate organisation be set up to be known as ‘Friends of Goytre Toilets.’  The Clerk would be very cautious about this approach given the potential complexities (legal and otherwise).  The Clerk has also written to Alun Thomas, who is the Principal Environmental Health Officer at MCC (and in charge of the MCC Local toilet strategy), but he has no access to funding.  In the meantime, Councillor Stevens has asked Laura Jones, MS, to help identify the appropriate department in the Welsh Office to research other opportunities.  The Clerk also to investigate Councillor Butler’s suggestion of the Post Code Lottery.
	



Cllr Butler






































Clerk/Cllr Stevens




	6
	Maintenance. (Including items previously reported, but not yet addressed).
a) The Clerk reported that the tow path and embankment near to bridge 68 on Croes-y-pant Lane is collapsing and in need of repair.  This has been caused by dog walkers and others using an unofficial cut-through up the embankment to the canal, which has removed the vegetation and eroded the supporting bank.  Local residents are concerned that this could lead to a catastrophic failure of the embankment.  Councillor Butler advised that she has reported the situation to the Canal & Rivers Trust and awaits their response.
b) The Clerk has received, via Councillor Carter, a series of complaints from residents regarding the number of potholes around the lanes of Upper Llanover.  The complaints list the cost of repairs incurred by residents for tyres damaged by the road surface.  The complaints have been forwarded to MCC Highways, which has advised that they have been added to the list for action asap, but no specific timescales have been given.  The Clerk has asked Councillor Butler if she can follow up to expedite the repairs.

c) Councillor Butler advised that the footpath in the village along the railway line was now overgrown, and needed cutting back.  Clerk to advise MCC.

d) Councillor Butler also advised that one of the locks in the ladies’ toilets has been damaged and needs repairing/replacing.  Clerk to investigate and action accordingly.
	









Cllr. Butler







Clerk / Cllr Butler



Clerk




Clerk

	


7
	Finance.
(i) [bookmark: _Hlk227568221]Payments made since the April meeting.
                                                                         £
[image: ]

The Clerk advised that these include the payment of both the April and May invoices for the emptying of the dog waste bins, our internal audit invoice, two separate repairs to the public conveniences, and our three yearly pension declaration (via Beverley & Williams). There were no comments or observations.  

(ii) Review of Cashflow as at 30th April 2026.
The Clerk presented the meeting with a copy of the cashflow as at the end of April. He highlighted that this now includes an entry to cover the £12.86 of VAT incurred during, but not claimed, for the 2025/26 financial year.  This was raised in our internal audit (see item (iii) below), with the adjustment made as recommended by EH Accountancy. This was to show as a minus figure under ‘communications’ and an equivalent positive figure in the VAT column. There were no further comments or observations.

(iii) Internal report and sign-off.
The Clerk is pleased to advise that EH Accountancy have completed their Internal Audit of the Community Council, with their report circulated to Councillors in advance of the meeting. Two ‘issues’ were identified:
· We failed to claim VAT equal to £12.86 on a US Dollar transaction (see item (ii) above). 
· A mileage claim submitted in Dec 2025 did not carry forward, and as a result the Clerk is owed £3.02.
· It was recommended that we check whether the 5% uplift in our insurance cover was sufficient in the current economic climate, particularly with regard to the dog bins.  The Clerk has subsequently checked with Sue Parkinson who has advised that the cost per bin is £199.  We have 11 bins, so at this valuation we would need insurance totalling £2189. We currently have insurance of £2640, (so £240 per bin).  The Clerk has updated our Asset Register accordingly, but no other action is required. 

No other issues were identified, and EH Accountancy thanked us for ‘a lovely set of accounts and detailed explanations.’ They also commented that ‘it is clear that yourself (the Clerk), and the Council members adhere to the internal controls that have been set, and look after the public's money very well’.

Acceptance of the report, together with the Auditor’s recommendations and agreed actions was proposed by Councillor Stevens, seconded by Councillor Morrey, and carried unanimously. Clerk to post on the web site. 

(iv) Handwasher dryer service contract renewal £864.50 + VAT.
The service contract that we entered into in 2024 is due for renewal.  This is the final year of the three-year agreement, and we have received the invoice for payment. Payment was proposed by Councillor Stevens, seconded by Councillor Morrey, and carried unanimously.  It was agreed, that next year, we should try to align our prices with those that are charged to MCC.  

(v) Electricity Contract Renewal.
Our current electricity contract for the Public Conveniences with British Gas Lite is due to expire in September, and we are already being approached with renewal offers.
Unfortunately, standing charges are increasing due to a number of factors, with Ofgem building network and transmission costs into standing charges, rather than the price of electricity per kWh.

Currently with British Gas Lite we pay a standing charge of 45p per day and a kWh rate of 30.18p.  As a result, the total cost of our electricity last year was £411.46. The top four quotes in the table below show the best deals the broker has been able to find for us.  However, Councillor Stevens, by using a personal referral code from his own contract, has been able to find a much better deal with Octopus Energy (see final quote).  The contracts currently available to us are.   

[image: ]

To the Octopus quote must be added an annual £5 climate levy.  However, it is still clearly much cheaper than the alternatives.  Also, as part of the deal, GFCC (and Councillor Stevens), both receive a £75 credit for the referral.  The contract is for a shorter period than the others, so doesn’t provide us with length of protection against market volatility.  However, most of the other offers would only cover us for an additional year. 

After considering the situation, it was agreed we should sign up with Octopus, and this was formally proposed by Councillor Morrey and seconded by Councillor Daniel. The proposal was carried by a majority vote with all Councillors in favour, but with Councillor Stevens abstaining, as he would personally benefit from the referral.  
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Clerk

	8
	Planning.
(i) To accept the responses of the planning meeting held on 29th April. 
A meeting of the Planning Committee was held on Wednesday 29th April to consider the following applications. 

· Application Number: DM/2026/00335 – Type: House Holder. 
Two storey and single storey extension to side and rear of dwelling.
Mount Pleasant, Clwyd-y-clap Lane, Mamhilad, Monmouthshire, NP4 0JD.

The review concluded that there were no issues, or concerns, regarding the proposal.

· Application Number: DM/2026/00478 – Type: Fast Track House Holder.
Construction of ground floor and first floor extensions.
Northfleet Farm, Plough Road, Penperlleni, Goytre, Monmouthshire, NP4 0AL

The review concluded that there were no issues, or concerns, regarding the proposal.
Acceptance of the minutes was then proposed by Councillor Stevens, seconded by Councillor Morrey, and carried unanimously.

(ii) Updates/Next Meetings.
There are no updates or further applications for consideration at this time.

	











	9
	Olde Pounde Shop (OPS) Ramp.
The Clerk has visited the property to take measurements, to see if we can comply with the recommended minimum accessibility standards.  For wheelchair access, a minimum doorway opening of 30–32 inches is recommended for safe clearance without scraping knuckles on door frames. This is based on a standard 25-inch width wheel chair, without additional wheel rims. The doorway of the OPS is only 27.5 inches wide. This would make access in a wheelchair very difficult, and, with wheel rims, the chair simply wouldn’t go through the door frame at all.

It is also recommended that there be at least 300 mm behind the door before it touches the side wall (to avoid the risk of the door bouncing back onto the wheel chair user).  In our case there is no room between the door and side wall, with the shop shutter mechanism stopping the door from even opening to 90 degrees. This means that the front door handle will interfere with access as well.

Notwithstanding this, the Clerk met with the ramp suppliers on 13th May and they advised that the ‘lego’ style ramp would lead to the installation of a ramp with quite a large footprint, impinging on the space immediately outside the front door. Also, technically it would not be compliant without the door being left open, as all ramps require a ‘landing area’ (a level area to stop the possibility of roll-back while the door is being opened).  Their recommendation was a folding metal ramp which would need to be placed in front of the door as and when needed.  However, the door would not shut while the ramp was in situ, so this would not be ideal in poor/cold weather.  They will look to see if they have a demo unit that they could let us have to see whether this solution would work in practice.

However, to the best of our knowledge, the motorised wheel chairs in the village are unlikely to either go through the door, or be able to turn around once inside.  

Based on the above it was agreed that we should not proceed any further with this scheme and this was formally proposed by Councillor Stevens, seconded by Councillor Morrey, and carried unanimously.

The chip shop owner (Nav) is more than happy to take the food to anyone who is unable to enter the shop, and this appears to be a much more practical/suitable arrangement for all concerned.  

	
















































Clerk

	10
	Biodiversity Plan 2026-2028 – Review and sign-off – Councillor Robins.
The Task group which was set up at the March meeting, under the stewardship of Councillor Robins, has now completed its work, with a copy of the proposed three-year plan circulated to Councillors.  The report has also been posted on the web site, together with today’s agenda.  Having read the plan, it was agreed that the following amendments be included:
· The Precept and Band D rates to be amended to reflect the 2026/27 financial year. 
· We include bulb planting (daffodils) in the two verges which have been formed as part of the new pedestrian crossing and bus stops in the village.
· We explore the possibility of having ‘green roofs’ on the bus stops in the ward.   
· Additional bulbs to be planted in the park (as was originally planned as part of last year’s Green Corridor Project). 

It was agreed that Councillor Robins will update the plan for formal sign-off at the June meeting.

In the meantime, Council expressed its very grateful thanks to Maureen Willcox, Angela Hunt, and Mrs Rust-Andrews / the School Eco-Committee, for contributing to the formulation of our plan.  

	



















Cllr Robins

	11
	Civility and Respect Pledge - One Voice Wales.
Following last month’s meeting, the Clerk has obtained a Dignity at Work Policy which has been circulated to Councillors and posted on the web site with today’s agenda.  This has been accompanied by the Civility and Respect Pledge document.  Councillors are asked to adopt both policies, and to ‘sign’ the pledge, once each of its components has been agreed.   
Adoption of the Dignity at Work Policy was then formally proposed by Councillor Morrey, seconded by Councillor Daniel, and carried unanimously.
Following this, each of the eight statements of the Civility and respect document was read out with Councillors agreeing that we meet each of the relevant criteria. Councillor Daniel then formally proposed its adoption and signing, with this being seconded by Councillor Robins.  The vote in favour was then carried unanimously, with Councillor Morrey signing and dating the Pledge on behalf of the Community Council.
	









Clerk








Clerk




	12
	Ton Land grazing lease update (Outcome of closed session).
It was agreed that, as the grazing rights lease still remained unsigned as at the beginning of May, (one month after it was due to commence), and with the first quarter’s rental still to be received, the tenancy should be re-advertised.  The monthly fee is to remain at £50 as before, payable quarterly in advance.  The lease to be offered on a first come first served basis.
The actual grazing rights document is to be updated to ensure that no animals are placed on the land until the lease has been signed and monies paid.  A clause is also to be added to ensure usage is limited to the owner of the grazing rights.
It was requested that in the meantime, the Clerk purchase a substantial lock and chain to put in place until the new lease is signed, to prevent any unauthorised use.
This was proposed by Councillor Stevens, seconded by Councillor Daniel, and carried unanimously.  The Clerk to prepare an advert for the FB pages and web site.
	



















Clerk

	13
	County Council update - County Councillor Jan Butler.
A4042 crossing.  
Frustratingly, after advertising the grand opening of the new crossing to take place on Friday 22nd May, Councillor Butler has been told that completion is now not due until Friday 29th May. In addition, after being initially advised that no road closures would be needed, it appears that temporary traffic lights (with single file traffic), will need to operate over three days, while the works are finished.  Councillor Barnes queried if signage was to be installed to warn motorists of the new crossing.  Councillor Butler was not aware of the specifics but felt sure SWTRA would put something in place.  

	




	[bookmark: _Hlk203149353]14
	Donation Requests.
No requests have been received.
	



	[bookmark: _Hlk150411302]15
	Communications.
GFCC Facebook page – latest posts / responses.
No significant posts have been received.  
	


	16
	Advertising – Usk and Raglan Diary Contributions July/Aug 2026.
The closing date for articles to be submitted for the July/Aug 2026 issue is this Friday, 22nd of May. There are no suggested articles at this time.  
	

	17
	Date of next meeting and close.
The next meeting will be held in four weeks’ time at Llanover Village Hall on Monday 15th June 2026 at 19.45.

The venue to be Llanover Village Hall, and by teleconference using: https://meet.jit.si/GoetreFawrCommunityCouncil

	





All/
Clerk
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Chairman: ……………………….…       Date:…………………….
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