Barn Church Prayer Ministry Training Manual

This manual follows a similar format to the training video on the Barn Church web site so that it can be used to note down any thoughts and reflections that you have while watching it.
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Part 1 – Training Video

1. What we do
Our model - Lay hands and pray like Jesus
Model simple – “is that all you do” so that others can think that they’ll have a go.

Organisation
· Meet/prepare 10:00 
· Church 10:30
· Pray with people. 
· Closing prayer as a team

2. Biblical foundations for Prayer Ministry
Theology for prayer ministry (why we do it). Theology necessary otherwise the devil will whisper “what do you think you are doing”. 

Jesus’ ministry and not ours. 
Mark 1:15 ‘The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!” 

Luke 4:18-19 18 ‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, 19     to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’[a] 

Luke 9 twelve disciples given “power and authority” to “drive out all demons and to cure diseases and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal those who were ill.” 

Luke 10, 72 others.

Matthew 28 “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.’ 

Exodus 14. “Why are you crying out to me? ... Raise your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the water so that the Israelites can go through the sea on dry ground.” 

Notes/Reflection – how does Jesus perspective on power and authority make you think differently about serving Jesus or doing things in his name? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3. Why we do Prayer Ministry

Barn Vision and Values
Vision - We desire to grow in our relationship with God through Jesus.  We invite you to share this journey, experiencing His presence and love together.
Values - A Worship-full life (looking up)
Rock solid relationships (looking in)
A Jesus lifestyle (looking out)

John 5:19 “the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does”.

Notes/How does this verse help you as someone who will offer prayer ministry to others? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Matthew 9:6 “Get up, take your mat and go”. 
In Mark 1:21-28 “Be quiet, come out of him”. 
Matthew 8:14-15 “Jesus touched her hand and a fever left her”. 
Luke 13:10-13 Jesus uses speech and touch. 
Matthew 14:34-36 “All who touched him were healed”. 

Notes/How do you feel about offering ministry in the same way that Jesus did? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Notes/Reflection – how do you see Jesus exercising power and authority in the way He ministered? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6 times in Luke 11 Jesus says on different ways “if you ask you will receive it”. Faith is daring to believe in God. Notes/reflection – how to encourage faith while keeping the burden of faith on yourself? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. How we do prayer ministry

Preparation
Pairs (one person take lead)
Introductions
Prayer Topic
Pray (standing) + Blessing.

Notes/Reflection ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Guiding Principles
· Simplicity - 1 Corinthians 14:32 “The spirits of prophets are subject to the control of prophets.” 
· Minister from a place of being close to Jesus - John 15:1 “‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener…. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” Luke 10:20 “do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 
· Biblical authority - the Spirit of God and the written word of God never conflict. 
· Dignity and confidentiality.
· Positive affirmation - John 3:17 it says “17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.” 
· Avoid intensity. Intensity is hostile to the work of the Spirit.
· Make sure that there is a man in the team to pray with men and a woman pray with women. 
· Referrals to other ministries or support - ask for permission. 
· It is not our function to encourage anyone to stop taking medicine. Doctors diagnose if someone has been healed. It is not an expression of faith to throw away medicine. 
· Avoid “prophesying” life events. 

Notes/Reflection. Is there anything in this that will be difficult for you? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Part 2 - Workshop

Biblical foundations - Jesus’ ministry; Kingdom of God: freedom for prisoners; sight for blind; freedom for oppressed; year of Lord’s favour. Power and authority.

Did you feel that God spoke to you or highlighted something important to you through the bible verses?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Barn Vision and Values
Vision - We desire to grow in our relationship with God through Jesus.  We invite you to share this journey, experiencing His presence and love together.
Values - A Worship-full life (looking up); Rock solid relationships (looking in); A Jesus lifestyle (looking out)

Which of the Barn’s core values resonates most with you and prayer ministry? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Policy/guidance 
The policy and confidentiality guidance documents are both on the web site:
Policy: https://www.barnchurch.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Prayer-Ministry-Policy-and-Guidance.docx 
Confidentiality: https://www.barnchurch.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Prayer-Ministry-Confidentiality-Guidance.docx 

What stands out to you as the key or most important aspects of the policy?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Confidentiality breaches are rarely deliberate in any context. What situations do you think we should be particularly alert to or careful about? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Practical
· Groups of three
· Two people pray, one prayed for. 
· Person being prayed for feeds back on prayer session: Welcome/introductions through to blessing. (Did you feel blessed by God?)

Part 3 – Join in with what the Prayer Ministry Team
Thank you for taking part in our prayer ministry training. All that’s left if you want to continue is to join the team, you will be paired with someone else who has been offering prayer ministry for a while, and shadow them to gain experience and confidence!
