CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE 
GARVE & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

TUESDAY 2 JUNE 2026
This is my first annual Chairman’s report for the Garve & District Community Council and as ever, there has been plenty going on covering a wide range of issues.
We were saddened by the passing of Lorna Cunnigham, Peter Hollingdale, Janet Miller and Hector Syrjanen over the last twelve months.  
Co-opted Councillor Alistair Meikle joined us on 25th November 2025, meaning we are five in number as in Enid Blyton’s Famous Five!

Remembrance Sunday – a service took place at the Garve War Memorial on Sunday 9th November 2025; I laid a wreath on behalf of the Community Council Present were Rev Ronnie Gall, Cllr Liz Kraft, the Lord & Vice Lord Lieutenant, the Lord Lieutenant’s Cadet and around 50 members of the community.  After the service, soup and sandwiches were provided in Garve Public Hall.  
One joint meeting between TG&DDC, LCT and the Community Council took place 3rd September 2025 and 25th February 2026 at which LCT funds, Community Support Grants and Community Resilience were discussed. It is hoped another will be held this September.
We are most grateful to the various windfarms both built and proposed who have kept us updated on developments along with proposed battery storage facilities and proposed additional powerlines and the EDF Education & Training Fund reports.
Our website - www.gdcc.scot and our Facebook page both continue to be well used. All minutes from April 1994 are available to view or download from our website along with other Community Council documents including the members list.  Our emailing list continues to grow, just email us at contact@gdcc.scot or chair@gdcc.scot  to be added to the list to receive agendas, minutes and general updates. Our recorded meetings are also viewed regularly 435 meeting views over 8 meetings
New website www.gdcc.scot built and launched on 11th July 2025 has had 10, 907 visits and 16,272 page views to 30th May 2026
We have addressed or investigated many issues since our last Annual General Meeting such as  public toilets, dirty toileting, grass cutting in the cemeteries, the future of Achnasheen Village Hall, schools, mains water, bottle banks, motorhome levy and tourism levy, community bus/regular bus services, in person/online meetings, planning website, GD CORe land, fly tipping and bins, schools, NC500,  Community Resilience, Garve Hotel, logging operations at Strathgarve and the future of the payphones (again!).  We are also regular attendees of both the Dingwall and Strathpeffer Medical Group meetings, MRCCP, SWRLCPP. Police Scotland Inspector meetings and training, PAS – Planning Aid Scotland training, THC numerous meetings, training sessions / briefings, planning applications scrutinised, SVC meetings, close working with neighbouring CCs, 3 Community Council Conventions – Beauly, Inverness and Holyrood
Another topic that is a regular one not just over the last twelve months but over many years has been the road network.  The various road issues have included potholes/resurfacing works, wooden fencing, white lining, signage, gateways, speeding and speed zones, sightlines, surface dressing, railway crossings, hedges, winter service plans, extra passing places, grit bins, potholes, Gorstan Junction issues, flooding, and various parking issues.  
After two years of being down to single lane repairs are finally underway at check rail corner East of Garve. During this period there has been many issues with traffic management and failure of the lights which has led to an ongoing dialogue with Bear Scotland. With having a trunk road as well as Highland Council roads in our area, we have a lot of liaising to do with different people and organizations.  I am sure roads will continue to be a regular topic of our discussions
The various issues have been discussed at eight ordinary meetings since the last Annual General Meeting lasting around ten hours. I feel that the drop-in of actual time spent at meetings is in part due to improved communication between councillors and public via improved email, use of social media and WhatsApp many issues are resolved between the meetings.
I would like to thank all the Community Council members for the support they have given me over the year, and may I thank them on behalf of the community for all the hard work they do as Community Council members.  It should always be remembered that Community Council members VOLUNTEER their time to represent their community.

We must thank Caroline Gamble who, as Madam Treasurer oversees our accounts and to Marion Taylor for auditing and verifying them, Sadie-Michaela Harris for her work as secretary, her webcam knowledge and use of Zoom for meetings and also managing our website and email, our Facebook page and press enquiries.

A thank you must also go to Cllr Liz Kraft who regularly attends our meetings and keeps in regular contact.  I must also thank the various local groups who keep in touch with their updates, it is all very much appreciated and helpful.
Finally, but by no means least, a thank you must go to the people of this community for their support to me, and their Community Council.
Bob Moir, Chairman, Tuesday 2 June 2026.
