CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT FOR G&DCC AGM
 7 JUNE 2011

As many of you know, I feel that a Chairman’s annual report should not just be a look back on the last twelve months, it should also look forward to the coming months and it should also thank certain individuals for their help to the G&DCC or for playing their part within the community.

In my last Chairman’s annual report presented to G&DCC members at the last G&DCC AGM held on the 7 October 2010 I said the following:

“… In the coming months we will have the over sixty’s party, there will be discussions on windfarms and the potential community benefit from them and the management of that money, the future of the AGNV … as well as the usual problems that keep the G&DCC so varied and interesting such as problems with street lighting, rubbish, road drains, potholes etc …”

I think it would be fair to say that we have covered all of those issues and a few others since the last AGM eight months ago.
The AGNV is now an independent community magazine which is something the AGNV group wanted to do in the latter part of last year and with the help of the G&DCC looking at their proposed constitution and the public meeting held in January of this year, that has now been achieved.  The AGNV group now deals with the day to day running of the magazine.

The over sixty’s Christmas dinner was one of the best attended in recent years.  I think the Aultguish Inn did the community proud in the way they kept the event on track despite the terrible wintery conditions that night.  The various donations from people in the community as well as local businesses really helped to make the night enjoyable for all.

The negotiations between E-ON and HC over community benefit from the now consented E-ON Corriemoillie windfarm are ongoing.  I know the G&DCC members wish both parties well.
Infinergy have begun looking into an extension to the consented Eneco Lochluichart windfarm.  They have held two public “drop in” sessions.  Infinergy have also started looking into community benefit directed towards those who live within the G&DCC area.

A liaison group to help keep the community informed of the construction of the windfarms will be up and running in a few months time following initial discussions at our meetings.  I for one welcome anything that helps keep the public fully informed.
A Fund raising committee was set up earlier this year to help raise funds for the various projects that the G&DCC oversee.  The table at the Spring Fair was well supported by the public for which I am very grateful.  A Summer Fair was held ten days ago.  My thanks to all concerned.
The new Scheme for CC’s, Constitution, standing orders and code of conduct have now all been adopted following a three stage consultation process run by HC involving CC’s and the public across the Highlands.
The G&DCC has considered one scoping report, nine consultations documents, two building warrants and eleven planning applications since the last AGM all of which involve a lot of papers to read!  I am most grateful to G&DCC members who take the time to read the paperwork that comes along with this job that we do.
We have also dealt with a number of other issues since October 2010 such as a lack of rubbish bins in our lay bys, the dumping of rubbish and we have taken an active role in the local litter pick.  We have looked into faulty street lighting.  We have looked into improving the broadband service to the more rural houses in the G&DCC area.  The overgrown trees in Stirling Drive have now been cut, several road signs have been renewed, memorial benches have been placed at the War Memorial, grit bin provision has been improved in places, several issues with level crossings in and around the area have been looked into and every house in the G&DCC area will have a blue recycle bin from October this year.  The G&DCC has also highlighted the state of the road surface following another hard winter.  It should be noted that HC and TranServ are currently dealing with our concerns.  The police have taken an active role reprimanding speeding drivers on our roads after the G&DCC raised its concerns.
All of this has happened over eight ordinary meetings and two special meetings of the G&DCC since the last AGM.  The minutes for just those meetings are over twenty five pages long.  The meetings have been well attended by the members of the G&DCC, representatives from different companies, agencies and the public.  Everyone is welcome to attend as long as they behave themselves!  There has been one public meeting chaired by Mr. Bob Cameron held back in January regarding Community Benefit where for the first time ever, representatives from all three windfarms were present along with representatives from a potential distributing body for the funds.  The G&DCC itself has held two meetings of the now dissolved Sub-committee that looked into Community Benefit.  One meeting was held in January with the AGNV group following on from their own public meeting.  One meeting in November to organise the over sixty’s Christmas dinner and four meetings of the Fund Raising Committee have been held since February.

We have distributed five sets of fliers to every house in the G&DCC area since October.  These have been another way along with the minutes that help to keep everyone in the G&DCC area up to date with the G&DCC discussions and decisions.  My thanks to the flier volunteers and also the outlets in the G&DCC area that help us to get the information out to the community.
Since October I have attended one royal visit, three public “drop in” sessions on various issues, four Parent Council meetings, one meeting in November over in Marybank regarding the SCF fund for the SSE Fairburn windfarm, three HC meetings and four meetings of neighbouring Community Councils.  All this has been reported back to G&DCC members within Chairman’s Comments.  I feel the more informed we are as a group the more informed our discussions will be.
I still feel none of the issues could have been dealt with so quickly if we hadn’t moved to monthly G&DCC meetings, a decision taken by G&DCC members last August.  I feel that decision has been key as to where we are as a CC and therefore as a community today.
At this time we think of former members who no longer serve beside us, namely Mr. Jimmy Ruggles-Brise and Mr. Steve Jones who both contributed in many ways to the G&DCC.  We wish the gentlemen well.

In the next few months we will continue to work on all the various issues that come before the CC for the benefit of this community that we represent.  There will be elections to the G&DCC in November which will be run by HC.  This will lead to, for the first time that I can recall, the community electing only eight individuals to represent the community for a four year term.

I would like to thank all the members of this CC for their continuing support they show me, for their help and advice and for all the hard work they do on behalf of the community.  I believe its called team work.  There is clearly still a determination, after all this time, to get the work of the G&DCC done and done properly.  As I have said on many occasions, the G&DCC can’t solve everything overnight, but it can help in its own small way.

We must thank Mrs. Jennifer Haslam, who oversees any catering requirements the G&DCC may have at our meetings.  She is ably assisted by Mrs. Penny Moir and we thank her too.

A special thank you must go to Mrs. Jean Hollingdale who, as Madam Secretary helps me every inch of the way.  I must also thank Mrs. Jean Bailey who, as Madam Treasurer helps to keep the figures correct.  They do say that behind every man there is a woman, well I have two women behind me and both are called Jean!
We also thank Miss. Sue Tarr for all the hard work she does for us by representing this community at the Wester Ross Alliance and for producing so many of the fliers and posters.
A thank you must go to our ward Councilors as well as Mr. Bob Cameron and Mr. Robbie Bain for their input and advice.  I for one am always grateful to them all for taking the time to visit us and for all their help on a multitude of issues.  I must also thank all the energy companies and associated colleagues for their help, time and dedication they have show us especially Mr. Guy Madgwick from Eneco who stated at a special meeting of the G&DCC in February that he would take a personal interest over Community Benefit.  I also thank all the other parties involved for playing their part in concluding the discussions and getting that legal agreement signed.  We can now all move onto the next stage in the process – the setting up of the Lochluichart Community Trust.
We must thank Mr. Usdean Menzies and his mother, Mrs. Jennet Menzies for their continued up keep of the War Memorial and its surroundings.

Finally, but by no means least, a thank you must go to the public, both those who attend our meetings with their input and thoughts and to those who can’t always make a meeting but always ask to be kept informed of our discussions.  This kind of support which I and therefore the CC receive from those you represent does help make this VOLUNTARY job so much easier.  I am most grateful to all concerned.
