CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT 
FOR G&DCC AGM - 4 JUNE 2013
The past twelve months have, as ever, kept the Community Council very busy.
Eneco, in conjunction with Jones Brothers have continued to construct the consented Eneco Lochluichart windfarm.  Community Council members were very pleased to have been asked to visit the site again in November 2012 which marked the first anniversary since construction begun.  It is hoped that the windfarm will be generating electricity by the end of this year.
The negotiations between E-ON and The Highland Council over community benefit from the consented E-ON Corriemoillie windfarm are ongoing.  E-ON is considering the possibility of increasing the generating capacity of the windfarm. They are also looking into finding the most suitable route to bury a cable that will bring their electricity down from their consented windfarm to the Corriemoillie Substation.
Infinergy received planning permission to build 6 turbines as an extension to the consented Eneco Lochluichart windfarm last autumn from the Scottish government.  Infinergy have also set up their own LEO fund as a form of community benefit directed towards those who live within the G&DCC area.  Eneco have now taken over the running of this windfarm.
In the autumn SSE and I&H Brown contractors began work on the new Corriemoillie substation.  Balfour Beatty also began work to upgrade the Mossford to Beauly power line.
Our bingo night held in September and our Burns supper in January were both well supported by the community. We had stalls at the Christmas Fairs held in Ledgowan Hotel in November and in Garve Hall in December.  All the proceeds from these events went towards the senior citizens party.  The party was held in October and was attended by 51 people – a near record.  I think the Ledgowan Hotel did a super job.  The various donations from individuals in the community as well as from local businesses and local groups were very much appreciated.
Our Summer Fair is due to be held on Saturday 15 June in Garve Village Hall.

HM The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations were completed when a commemorative tree was planted in Gorstan.  A big thank you to SSE, I&H Brown contractors and Donnie Gunn for their help.
In March we saw the launch of the Community Council’s own website - www.community-council.org.uk/garveanddistrict  We have had over three hundred visitors “hits” since the website was launched.
PI Renewables are considering building a windfarm on Carn Gorm and they have kept the G&DCC informed of progress.

The deteriorating state of the trunk roads and landslips has been of great concern to the G&DCC over the last year.  We hope all the problems will be rectified soon.
The G&DCC has considered six scoping reports, twenty one consultation documents and fourteen planning applications since the last AGM.  All building warrants, planning applications and licensing issues can be viewed on the Highland Council website - www.highland.gov.uk/yourenvironment/planning & www.highland.gov.uk/businessinformation/licensing
We have also addressed a number of other issues since our last AGM including the new noticeboards in Achnasheen, water supplies in both Garve and Achnasheen, layby bins, potholes, community service issues, radio masts, street lighting, “adopt a railway station” scheme, improvements to picnic areas, deer fencing, The Avenue, signage, the proposed bilingual activity centre, changes to school/public bus timetables, the non-delivery of BT phone books and the knock on effects of the partial closing of the Kessock Bridge would have on commuters from this community.  Everything is looked into to try and make things a little bit better for all who live here.
All these issues have been discussed at twelve ordinary meetings and one Fundraising Sub Committee meeting held since the last AGM.  These meetings, which have lasted around twenty five hours, have been well attended by the members of the G&DCC, representatives from different companies, agencies and the public.
We have distributed three sets of fliers to every house in the G&DCC area since our last AGM.  These have been another way along with the minutes that help to keep everyone in the G&DCC area up to date with the G&DCC discussions, decisions and our fundraising events.  My thanks to the flier volunteers and also the various outlets in the G&DCC area.  Their assistance really helps us to get the information out to the community.
I have attended five meetings of neighbouring Community Councils, one Ward Forum, numerous public meetings, drop ins, exhibitions and local events in the last twelve months and I have kept in touch with the School and Church.  All this has been reported in Chairman’s Comments.
In the coming year we will continue to work on all the various issues that come before the Community Council for the benefit of this community.
There are three departments at The Highland Council I must single out, namely Street lighting, planning and TECS all of whom have shown us great courtesy and helpfulness in anything we ask of them.  We send them our thanks.

I would like to thank all the G&DCC members for the continuing support they show me, for their help and advice they have given me over the last Three years since I returned to the Community Council and may I thank them on behalf of the community for all the hard work they do as G&DCC members.  

We must thank Jennifer Haslam, who oversees any catering requirements the G&DCC may have.  A thank you must go to Jean Hollingdale who, as Madam Secretary helps to keep all G&DCC members fully informed.  We must also thank Jean Bailey who, as Madam Treasurer oversees that the figures in the bank are correct.  We also thank Sue Tarr for the work she does for us by representing this community at the Wester Ross Alliance and for producing the fliers, posters and of course as our Minute Secretary.
A thank you must go to our Ward Councilors and to Robbie Bain, Ward Manager for their input and advice.  We must also thank Dennis Kearney for his monthly windfarm construction updates, all the energy companies, the Police who send us regular reports and to the Garve and Achnasheen Village Hall committees for being so helpful to the G&DCC throughout the year.
Finally, but by no means least, a thank you must go to the people of this community for their continued support of their Community Council.
