CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT 
FOR G&DCC AGM – TUESDAY 7 JUNE 2016
This is my eighth Chairman’s report for the Garve & District Community Council and as ever, there has been plenty going on over the last twelve months.
Our second Garden Produce Show was held in September 2015 with a fair turnout on the day despite the rain.  The day raised £220.  This year’s show will be held on Saturday 10 September 2016 – all welcome!
Last year’s over 60’s dinner was held in late October 2015, to avoid clashing with the Community Council elections and was attended by 36 out of a possible 90 people at the Aultguish Inn.  The various donations from individuals, local businesses and local groups were very much appreciated.

Community Council elections, run as ever by the Highland Council, are held every four years and in November 2015 we saw both Jean Bailey and Jean Hollingdale retire from the Community Council.  We thank them for their help and support over the years and we welcomed Caroline Gamble to our group.
EDF energy have, since purchasing the Corriemoillie windfarm from E-on, been regular attendees of the Community Council meetings.  We have very much appreciated the construction updates and hearing about their community benefit plans.  The community liaison group, a condition of planning consent, has complimented the Community Council meetings very nicely.

Improving Broadband has been a running theme throughout the years and the community broadband survey conducted in June 2015 really helped to show what level of service each area within the community was actually getting.  The Community Council has welcomed the work that has been done on the Garve exchange and we hope the improved service can benefit more households soon.
The winter months were dominated by the work on the community needs survey.  Following presentations by different groups, Aigas Associates were selected by the Community Council members as the winning bidder.
Our website - www.community-council.org.uk/garveanddistrict  continues to be well used since it was first launched in March 2013, receiving around 150 visitors per month.  The Community Council website was refreshed in early 2016 and minutes from the last three years are now available to view or download.
The Community Council has considered seven scoping reports, thirteen consultation documents, four building warrant and twenty-three planning applications since the last Annual General Meeting. 
Another topic that is a regular one not just over the last twelve months but over many years has been the road network.  The various road issues have included speeding, roadside fences, fly tipping, traffic lights, landslides, damaged crash barriers, white lines, the Gorstan junction, abandoned road cones, bridge inspections, flooding, blocked culverts, potholes, grit bins, the Garve level crossing, ragwort and grass verge cutting and of course gritting.  With having a trunk road as well as HC roads in our area, we have a lot of liaising to do with different people and organizations.  I’m sure roads will continue to be a regular topic of our discussions.

We have also addressed a number of other issues since our last Annual General Meeting including the Garve bus shelters, affordable homes, the ending of the LEO scheme, proposed hydro schemes in the Garbat and Strathvaich areas, sewage, the proposed Carn Gorm windfarm, police patrols, wheelie bins, overgrown bushes and trees, the new SSE Beauly-Mossford powerline costing £53M and the new power line from Grudie-Kinlochewe, the Garve recycle bins and fence, Benches, the “leaning tower of Garve”, Data protection laws, community empowerment act, community population growth from 329 – 348, the crane and ongoing works at the Lochluichart windfarm, Post Office services and Postboxes, saving the number 61 bus service, bank accounts and their signatories, Highland wide local development plan and more recently the proposed west plan, core paths, A890 improvements and the ongoing problems with the Stromeferry bypass, the future of the Achnasheen & Garve News and Views, Highland Council quality awards, a loose Raccoon, Highland Council budget cuts to services and to the Community Council itself, Community Council training courses, train passenger growth within the Community Council area, arc lighting, Wester Ross biosphere project, bin lorries and social media opportunities for Community Councils.
All the issues have been discussed at twelve ordinary meetings and three special meetings held since the last Annual General Meeting plus a Broadband working group meeting, a steering group meeting for the Community needs survey and a meeting with Lochluichart Community Trust representatives.  These meetings, which have lasted nearly forty hours, have been well attended by the members of the Community Council, representatives from different companies, agencies, organizations and the public.

Our posters and flyers have been another way along with the minutes in the Achnasheen & Garve News and Views that help to keep everyone in the Community Council area up to date with the Community Council’s discussions, decisions and our fundraising events.  My thanks to the various outlets in the Community Council area.  Their assistance really helps us to get the information out into the community.
I have attended various meetings in the last twelve months and I have kept in touch with the School and Church.  All this has been reported back to Community Council members in Chairman’s Comments.

I would like to thank all the Community Council members for the continuing support they give me and may I thank them on behalf of the Community for all the hard work they do as Community Council members.  

We must thank Jennifer Haslam, who oversees any catering requirements the Community Council may have as well as the Secretarial duties.  We must also thank Eliza Leslie Melville who, as Madam Treasurer oversees our accounts.  We must also thank Sue Tarr for the work she does for us by producing posters, flyers and of course as our Minute Secretary.
A thank you must go to our Ward Councilors and to Robbie Bain, Ward Manager for their input and advice.  We must also thank the Garve and Achnasheen Village Hall committees for being so helpful to the Community Council throughout the year.
Finally, but by no means least, a thank you must go to the people of this community for their continued support of their Community Council.
