CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE 
GARVE & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

MONDAY 9 JUNE 2025
This is my seventeenth and final annual Chairman’s report for the Garve & District Community Council and as ever, there has been plenty going on covering a wide range of issues since my last report twelve months ago.
We were saddened by the passing of Dr Val MacIver OBE, Gill Cameron, Ross Cowie, Betty Mackenzie, and Doug Chappel over the last twelve months.  
Remembrance Sunday – a service took place at the Garve War Memorial on Sunday 10 November 2024, it was a mild dry day.  I was joined by the Vice Chairman and the Treasurer who laid the Community Council wreath on behalf of the community (apologies noted from Community Council elected member Sadie-Michaela Harris).  He was also joined by Rev Ronnie Gall, Cllr Liz Kraft, the Lord & Vice Lord Lieutenant, the Lord Lieutenant’s Cadet and around 50 members of the community.  After the service, soup and sandwiches were provided in Garve Public Hall.  As always in recent years, our Chairman on his way home sat on Eliza’s memorial bench at Lochluichart to remember our old friend and colleague and left his poppy on her gravestone.  Eliza as well as being a long serving member of the Community Council, was also a regular attendee of Remembrance Sunday.  A re-dedication service marking 100 years since the Memorial was built was marked on Saturday 26 October 2024 which was also well attended.
One joint meeting between TG&DDC, LCT and the Community Council has taken place over the last twelve months discussing various issues.  It is hoped another will be held this September.
Three meetings of the Garve & District Road Safety Community group have taken place since we took the lead on this subject.  There has been lots of discussions both at those meetings and the ordinary meetings of the Community Council where road markings, signage and a greater police presence have already been achieved.
We are most grateful to the various windfarms both built and proposed who have kept us updated on developments along with proposed battery storage facilities and proposed additional powerlines and the EDF Education & Training Fund reports.
Our website - www.community-council.org.uk/garveanddistrict continues to be well used since it was first launched in March 2013, receiving around 200 “hits” per month.  All minutes from April 1994 are available to view or download from our website along with other Community Council documents including the members list.  Our emailing list continues to grow, just email us at garveanddistrictcc@yahoo.com to be added to the list to receive agendas, minutes and general updates.  In November 2023 we launched our social media page www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61552992414355 which now has 196 followers.  Our recorded meetings are viewed around 45 times each month.
We have addressed or investigated many issues since our last Annual General Meeting such as Local Place Plans, replanting The Avenue, public toilets, grass cutting in the cemeteries, the future of Achnasheen Village Hall, public toilets and the mobile library service, schools, mains water, bottle banks, motorhome levy and tourism levy, community bus/regular bus services, in person/online meetings, geothermal energy, Post Office services, planning website and mapping, GD CORe land, various NHSH matters, fly tipping and bins, empty buildings, schools, Polling Station review, NC500, NHSH appointment letters, train passenger numbers and timetable changes, cycle paths, station adopters, e-bikes, Garve Hotel and the future of the payphones (again!).  We are also regular attendees of the Dingwall Medical Group meetings, now in their fifth year.
Another topic that is a regular one not just over the last twelve months but over many years has been the road network.  The various road issues have included potholes/resurfacing works, wooden fencing, whiting lining, signage, gateways, speeding and speed zones, sightlines, surface dressing, railway crossings, “check rail” corner, hedges, Inchbae bridge repairs, winter service plans, extra passing places, grit bins, potholes, Gorstan Junction issues, flooding, and various parking issues.  With having a trunk road as well as Highland Council roads in our area, we have a lot of liaising to do with different people and organizations.  I am sure roads will continue to be a regular topic of our discussions.  I know Community Council members also enjoy hearing about my memories from my many years on the Community Council which is why I did a little look back from time to time.
The various issues have been discussed at eight ordinary meetings, and one non-quorate meeting since the last Annual General Meeting lasting around twenty hours.  The Community Council has also considered two scoping reports, eleven consultation documents, four building warrants, five Prior Notification Orders, and thirteen planning applications We also noted one licensing issue since the last Annual General Meeting.  

I would like to thank all the elected Community Council members for the support they have given me over my many years and may I thank them on behalf of the community for all the hard work they do as Community Council members.  It should always be remembered that Community Council members VOLUNTEER their time to represent their community.

We must thank Caroline Gamble who, as Madam Treasurer oversees our accounts and to Jean Bailey for auditing them, Bob Moir for his support as Vice Chairman and Sadie-Michaela Harris for her webcam knowledge.  We must also remember poor co-opted member Simon Friend who has only just joined us yet is already in the thick of it!
A thank you must also go to Cllr Liz Kraft who regularly attends our meetings and keeps in regular contact.  I must also thank the various local groups who keep in touch with their updates, it is all very much appreciated and helpful.
Finally, but by no means least, a thank you must go to the people of this community for their support to me, and their Community Council and I wish you all well for the future.
Kenny Maclean, Chairman, Friday 9 May 2025.
