Minutes of Garve & District Community Council meeting
held 6th Jan 2015 in Garve Village Hall

Present: Kenny MacLean (Chairman), Jean Bailey (Treasurer), Jean Hollingdale (Secretary), Jennifer Haslam, Sue Tarr (Minute Sec), Bob Moir; Cllr Ian Cockburn; Val MacIver (Platform PR), Simon Lejeune and Leanne Taylor (E-On); Laura MacGill (Eneco); 1 member of public.

The Chairman welcomed everyone and opened the meeting at 7pm.
Apologies: Eliza Leslie Melville, Martin Macphee.

Declarations of Interest: none.

Chairman’s Comments: Condolences to former Chair Helen Grainge whose husband Harry passed away.

The Chairman noted that HC have announced budget savings to be implemented over the next three years.

There will be no Church of Scotland service at Kinlochluichart on 25th Jan; there is a Soup Lunch in Strathpeffer Church Hall on Sat 10th Jan.

Approval of the minutes of meeting held 2nd Dec 2014: Proposed, Jean Bailey; seconded, Jean Hollingdale.

Jennifer Haslam wished to clarify the minutes from the previous meeting (4th Nov 2014) should have stated that Jennifer Haslam was requested by G&DCC to find out about entertainment for the Over-60’s Party. 
Eneco Update – Guy Madgwick has supplied information about the energy discount scheme – 11 customers have signed up and these have now received their £250 rebate, in total £2750. The remainder of £46750 will be paid into LCT. Eneco are investigating a choice of tariffs and suppliers.
Laura MacGill reported that the Windfarm was working well. The access road required snow clearance on several days in Dec. This is done by a local contractor. 5 turbines are still requiring warranty repairs by Siemens, this is progressing as weather allows. All other turbines are generating.

E-On Update – The chairman welcomed E-On representatives as it had been some time since G&DCC had been updated on the Corriemoillie Windfarm. Simon Lejeune has taken over Matilda Urie’s role and is based in Newcastle and will attend G&DCC meetings. 

Work progress at Corriemoillie – All the trees on the site have been felled and stacked within 500m of the existing access road. These are being chipped and chips taken off site to a local biomass site; this will continue for several months.

E-On are currently implementing planning conditions to be submitted to consultees (SNH, SEPA etc). Peat work survey has been delayed slightly due to the weather. When these are approved civil works estimated to start end of Aug 2015 – firstly expose the 5 borrow pits, then construct internal roads and carry out off-site road modifications; followed by turbine base construction and cable work. Turbines arrive June 2016. Commissioning scheduled for Oct 2016 and finalised by 2017.

Q: about the access roads; the windfarm construction will use Eneco’s access road from Glascarnoch with a small spur into Corriemoillie Windfarm. The access currently used for tree clearing from the Corriemoillie side is purely for timber access. It will not be removed when timber work is finished as it is a shared access.

Q: about the sale of Corriemoillie Windfarm; Negotiations are progressing. It will be a financially sound, reputable Windfarm company but details are confidential at this stage. Divestment should happen before construction starts but if not, E-On will continue with construction.

Q: about Community Benefit; E-On have a commitment to community benefit but there is not an agreement in place yet. There are slightly different planning conditions attached to Corriemoillie than Lochluichart. 
E-On propose to set up a Construction Community Liaison Group (which is appended in full at the end of the minutes) which would be made up of community council members plus any members of the public who are interested, to a maximum of 15 members. All agreed this was a good idea.
E-On wish to try and avoid any traffic snags during transport of turbines; it should be possible to benefit from Eneco’s experience. Members highlighted problems at Garve level crossing, Gorstan junction, and ferry traffic times; and that radio traffic updates would have been helpful. 
The Chairman thanked both Windfarm parties for attending.

Bob Moir joined the meeting having been delayed in travel.

Matters Arising: Strathpeffer Community Council proposal – SCC has contacted G&DCC regarding a community micro hydro scheme at Garbat, on Forestry Commission ground. SCC is keen go ahead with building a community hydro scheme here but only the headwaters of the 2 burns are within their boundary. The turbine would be within G&DCC area. Investment of around £500,000 is required to go ahead with such a scheme. Members agreed that they would attend a SCC meeting to hear representatives from the two development companies involved (BabyHydro and Kirknewton Development Trust). It was noted that the site is close to some houses in the G&DCC area and it is not known what the residents’ opinions are; also that G&DCC does not have the money required. To proceed, a new group would have to be set up as G&DCC could not be directly involved with a development.
Achnasheen lights – the new light fittings have been installed. These are LEDs and direct the light downwards.
Broadband – G&DCC received emails from a member of public about recent problems with the broadband in Achnasheen. Engineers appear to have improved things. Lots of activity at the Garve Exchange too; it was general opinion that broadband service had been quite erratic in the area recently.

Traffic lights east of Garve – G&DCC were notified that these would be taken down for the Christmas and New Year period; they will remain in place now until 27th Feb. Jennifer Haslam raised the issue of the warning signs falling on to the road at weekends when the lights were taken away. Bob Moir queried why the traffic lights were necessary. They are causing some annoyance to motorists as they take so long to change. Some drivers are just jumping the red light because it takes so long to change. Sec to raise issues with SSE. 

Rubbish in Gorstan layby – HC was out clearing litter the week after Christmas; G&DCC very impressed. Also the offlet at Torriegorrie has been cleared.

Strathgarve potholes – these were filled in within a week of Cllr Cockburn reporting them. 

Garve Level Crossing Barriers – PC Beverly has confirmed that the police are not able to direct traffic across the railway line in the event of the barriers being stuck; however if they are notified of a problem they might be able to help get things resolved more quickly. Lochcarron CC are also taking up the issue of barriers coming down in the event of a power failure as they have two crossings in their area.

Network Rail will be carrying out work between Fodderty and Strathcarron 17-30th Jan renewing rails at various locations 11pm-8am every night.

Police Report (November) – speed checks are being carried out in the area with 4 persons warned and 2 persons charged with speeding offences; 1 for failing to wear a seatbelt and 1 for using a mobile phone whilst driving. There has been a theft of two boat oars from croft land next to Grudie River. There have been reports of persons using unregistered motorcycles within the village; if anyone has any information on these incidents or anything they wish to discuss please contact PC Beverly at Dingwall Police Station on 101.
The chairman also noted from the Lochcarron CC minutes that there was a road traffic collision at Ledgowan involving a deer; no-one was injured.

Resignation – G&DCC has received a letter of resignation from longstanding member Alex Mackenzie. His input to the community council was very much appreciated and members will miss him. It was agreed to send him a letter of thanks for his many years of service.

Unfortunately this means there is now a vacancy on the community council. G&DCC are looking to co-opt a member to serve until the election in Oct/Nov of this year. If you are a resident in the area and willing to become a member, please come along to the next CC meeting and let the Chairman know.
Treasurer’s Report:
	Total balance b/f
	3920.61
	

	
	
	

	Senior Citizens Fund b/f
	1978.22
	

	Less Garve Hotel 41 x dinners
	-696.50
	

	Less Garve Hotel entertainment & gratuity
	-110.00
	

	Less Tesco 52 x vouchers
	-520.00
	

	Less Tesco envelopes
	-1.00
	650.72

	
	
	

	Bench Fund – no change
	100.00
	100.00

	
	
	

	War Memorial Fund – no change
	140.86
	140.86

	
	
	

	Treasurer’s Acc b/f – no change
	1701.53
	1701.53

	
	
	

	Carried forward
	
	£2593.11


Jean Bailey discussed the allocation of G&DCC funds. The proceeds from the Flower Show have been divided between the Bench Fund and the Treasurer’s Account. The Treasurer’s Account should be reserved for HC grant money and be spent on CC administration. It would be a good idea to have a separate fund for money raised from the public. This does not need to be a separate account. The treasurer proposed that a new heading of Community Fund be introduced for proceeds from fundraising which have been unallocated and that the Treasurer’s Account be solely for the HC grant. All agreed. Members requested the Treasurer calculate the non-grant money currently in the Treasurer’s Account and transfer that sum to the new heading of Community Fund.
Fundraising: 2015 Produce Show – it was agreed to hold a meeting to invite people along to discuss this year’s produce show and to look at the syllabus and provide some guidance on presentation techniques etc.
The meeting will be held in Garve Village Hall on Mon 23rd March at 7pm – all interested parties welcome. Watch out for the posters/ flyers.

The Chairman called a sub-committee meeting to discuss the Over-60’s Party on Sun 18th Jan at 1pm in Garve Village Hall.
Correspondence: By E-mail, Leanne Taylor E-On – Contact reply; RCOP – Isolation at Christmas flier; Police Report for November 2014; Robbie Bain – Severe weather warning; Jackie West – Broadband outages Achnasheen; SSE Lisa Marchi – Removal of traffic lights east of Killin over holiday period; RCOP – Invitation for carers to join mailing list; SSEPD – Awareness Campaign – What to do when power outage occurs due to severe weather; Lochcarron CC mins; Strathpeffer CC Kit Bowen re Baby Hydro scheme; RCOP – Boccia events registration. By post, Notice of appeal to Scottish Ministers re Carn Gorm Wind Farm; Highland Multi Agency Risk Assessment Conference Annual Report 2013; various Thank you notes (and verbal) from Over 60’s for tokens.
AOB: Bob Moir raised the issue of flooding on the road beside Garve Hall. This has already been reported. Also there is no progress with improving access to the recycling bins at Garve which are difficult to reach because of a very large muddy puddle. Cllr Cockburn to chase up.
Sue Tarr suggested G&DCC approach SSE about the possibility of distributing some firewood to pensioners in Garve from birch trees which have been felled above the village for the pylon work. Chairman to contact SSE.

Jean Hollingdale raised the issue of potholes on the old road leading up from the Gorstan layby. Sec to phone them in (01349 886606) and get a ref no. then if no action by following meeting Cllr Cockburn can chase up.

Jennifer Haslam raised three items - a donation of a bottle of whisky has been received with thanks from “an old bodach who lived down by Lochluichart station”.
Friends of Garve War Memorial are holding a raffle to raise money for doing up the path to the War Memorial. One of the prizes is a London Poppy. They now have a bank account so G&DCC to see if the money held in the War Memorial Fund can be handed over to Friends of Garve War Memorial.

Crash barriers – the crash barrier at Gorstan junction was damaged recently also the damaged crash barrier at Grudie has yet to be repaired 15 months later. The Gorstan barrier will be repaired by Bear – they do regular checks every week. The Chairman to follow up the Grudie barrier.
Kenny Maclean raised 2 items - Ward Forums discussing Police and Fire Policy also the West Highland and Islands Local Development Plan will be held Plockton Village Hall, 3pm Thurs 22nd Jan; Poolewe Village Hall, 2pm Fri 23rd Jan; Ullapool Village Hall, 3pm Tue 27th Jan.
Some items have been left at the recycle bins in Achnasheen. Chairman to contact June Ross.

Consultations: Scottish Government Land Reform – no comments.

HC review of website – G&DCC answered questions on ease of use etc of HC website.

Planning: No new planning applications.
One application has been determined, Achnasheen Post Office - Change of use from post office to holiday letting unit. Permission granted for 3 years.

Carn Gorm Windfarm – P.I. Renewables have appealed to the Scottish Government regarding HC decision to refuse planning permission for the Windfarm on the basis of visual impact. The document is available on the HC website.

Date of next meeting: 

Tues 3rd Feb 2015, 7pm in Garve Village Hall.

Tues 3rd Mar 2015, 7pm in Achnasheen Village Hall

Tues 7th Apr 2015, 7pm in Garve Village Hall

The Chairman thanked everyone for coming and closed the meeting at 9.55pm.
Appendix – Proposed E-On Construction Community Liaison Group

i. Membership: The CCLG will be formed of Members of the Community Council and any members of the public who would like to volunteer for the group. The developer will advertise the opportunity for the CCLG via a newspaper advert placed in a local paper. The Group will not exceed 15 members so that productive discussions can be held, and the developer will be responsible for signing off the membership list in conjunction with the Community Council, and establishing a procedure for alternative members in light of apologies.

ii. Meeting Frequency: The CCLG will be invited to regular meetings (at least quarterly) and at least 1 month prior to the commencement of the construction, and will be issued with full contact details should they wish to request a meeting outside of the agreed times (i.e. if an issue should arise).

iii. Meeting Content: The CCLG meetings will consist of project updates so we can explain the current build programme, including hours of operation, vehicle movements, peak traffic volumes, etc. This will give Members the opportunity to raise any issues that they have with the construction programme and its impacts. An action list from the meeting shall be taken away by the developer to address any concerns raised, as far as it is practicable to do so, and an update on how each matter has or has not been addressed will be given at the next quarterly meeting.
iv. Responsibility: The arranging and organising of the quarterly meetings will lie with the developer. The developer will agree suitable dates and times, and arrange the venue, in consultation with the Members of the CCLG.
REPORT ON SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING

18TH JANUARY 2015 

Present :  Kenny MacLean, Jennifer Haslam, Jean Bailey, Jean Hollingdale.

Appologies :  Eliza Leslie Melville, Bob Moir, Sue Tarr.

Started: 12.45pm Garve Village Hall

Discussion on Over 60’s Dinner.  Only one guest asked why there was no raffle.  Members had decided that we would not have a raffle this time.

Entertainment was only for one hour which we suggest was not long enough.  In future it should be booked for 2 hours after the meal.  To be printed on the invitation the Name of the Entertainment for 2 hours.

We then discussed Vouchers/Gift for those not attending the dinner. We agreed that a Voucher should not be the norm, and that it should be changed each year i.e. box of biscuits or chocolates.  It was agreed that partners that are not over 60yrs would not receive a Voucher /Gift in the future.  Also late cancellations of those that have agreed to attend would not receive a Voucher/Gift as the meal has been paid for.

It is time to review the Over 60’s list.  Kenny to contact News and Views to ask members of the community if they “Would like their names to be included in the list, or removed from the list. Any feedback would be welcome with suggestions” please contact Secretary 01997 414201 or any member of G&DCC.

It was also suggested that venues should be asked to provide seating at long tables not 4’s as this makes for a more sociable evening.

Personal visits to Ledgowan and Aultguish to discuss availability.  With a limited capacity at each of these venues it would be necessary to take the replies to the invitations on a First Come First Served basis.

The end of October is a possibility for the dinner.

FUND RAISING;

Kenny mentioned a Summer Fair.  Members felt that the Produce Show should be the priority for this year. 

Produce Show:

It was suggested that a Sale of Produce table would be a good idea.  All agreed.  Also that the Whiskey Game be available.

All in aid of Community Council Funds.

Meeting closed 1.45pm
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