Minutes of Garve & District Community Council meeting
Held 5th July 2016 in Achnasheen Village Hall

Present: Kenny MacLean (Chairman), Jennifer Haslam (Secretary), Eliza Leslie Melville (Treasurer), Bob Moir, Sue Tarr (Minute Secretary); Val MacIver (Platform PR); Andy Russell (EDF); 1 member of public.

The Chairman opened the meeting at 7pm and welcomed everyone.

Apologies: Caroline Gamble, Keith Boa, Cllr Cockburn.

Declarations of Interest: none.

Chairman’s Comments: The Chairman was unable to attend either the Torridon & Kinlochewe CC or Lochcarron CC meetings, or the Electric Car test drives at Garve Village Hall. He did attend the Community Needs Survey Drop-in at Achnasheen and the EDF Liaison Group meeting in Garve.

Church of Scotland services at Kinlochluichart will be held on 17th & 31st July and 14th Aug.

Friends of Lochluichart Community are holding an Open Day on Sat 9th July in the newly refurbished Community Hall.

All G&DCC agendas, minutes and dates of future meetings are available on the website www.community-council.org.uk/garveanddistrict  or by contacting the Secretary on gdcc@fsmail.net or at Broadoaks, Grudie Bridge, By Garve IV23 2QB.

They are also available at Garve PO, on Achnasheen Village notice board, in the AGNV and on the AGNV website and via the G&DCC emailing list.
Approval of minutes of meeting held 7th June 2016: Proposed by Bob Moir and seconded by Eliza Leslie Melville.
Matters Arising: 
RVA Community Car Scheme - no further information yet.

Core Paths – no further information yet.

AGNV - Kenny MacLean and Bob Moir will meet with AGNV reps next week as a fact finding mission, to discuss how it has been running, printing and finances. This information will enable G&DCC to decide if a subcommittee could carry it on.

Eneco Tariff - Eneco has been holding sessions in Garve Village hall in conjunction with Cooperative Energy to advertise the new electricity tariffs available from Highlands & Mearns Wind. They have been able to advise customers of savings compared to their current bills, in some cases the savings have been considerable. Some customers have found there is no equivalent tariff available. There will be more open days in Aug; also there is a site tour of the Lochluichart Windfarm on 26th Aug for anyone interested.
Garve Bus Shelters - Eneco and HC have been discussing possible community adoption of the two bus shelters in Garve. G&DCC could take on adoption of the shelters for a period of 3 years with the agreement that they are kept tidy and maintained in good condition, with funding provided by Eneco. There are two volunteers in the village that would be happy to keep them tidy. G&DCC to check details about ownership and insurance.
EDF Update – All the turbines are now at Invergordon and ready for transporting to the site. Some clearance of trees and vegetation has been identified between Garve Hotel and Hazelbrae to allow the turbines through without damage. The work was carried out at the weekend by BEAR, but the local landowner is unhappy with the mess of branches and how the trees were cut. EDF are investigating this with BEAR. The mess will be tidied up and some replanting done.

Use of the permanent electronic signs on the trunk road is not allowed. EDF has put in place two temporary signs at Lochluichart (this will be moved to Achnasheen) and Craigdarroch with advance warning of wide loads. Delivery dates hope to commence 18th July but need confirmation from Police Scotland. If you would like to register for a text service giving notice of when the abnormal loads will be coming through please contact 01463 783018.
All concrete work on site is complete and the batching plant decommissioned. The control building is finished and being fitted out, and reinstatement of turves ongoing.

Crane deliveries start 12th July and will arrive in 5-6 lorry loads. There is one big crane and a smaller one. A site visit for the liaison group is being organised for 4th Aug tbc.

SSE Update – The issue of blocked offlets raised by G&DCC is being looked at by contractors IPS. All cabling has been drawn into the ducts between Glendocharty and Kinlochewe, and joints will be backfilled soon. The duct laying between Grudie and Achnasheen is near completion and the traffic lights will be removed at the end of the week. Stop/Go boards will be used during drawing in of cables along this section in the next few weeks. SSE and HC will continue with their inspections of the work. IPS has had to report a driver to Police Scotland for going through a red light.
BEAR landslide at Garve – BEAR has inspected the site following discussion with Network Rail. The wall has been repaired and all works completed. G&DCC still concerned about water on the road and will keep an eye on it.

Community Needs Survey – the drop in for Garve had the wrong times advertised and G&DCC apologises to individuals affected by this. The postal survey went out 20th June and the closing date for replies was 1st July. Thanks to all who returned the survey. The response rate is thought to be good, with over 100 returned so far. The winner of the £50 voucher was Karen Grant, Garbat. The final report is expected mid Aug. There will a public presentation and a summary distributed to every household. 
Kenny MacLean proposed that following publication of the report, a joint meeting with G&DCC, LCT, Eneco, EDF and members of the public be held to discuss how to progress with the recommendations highlighted by the community needs survey.

Garve & District Energy Group – The group liaised with Home Energy Scotland to take part in the NC500 Electric car road show recently. There were test drives available for a Nissan Leaf, BMW and a Tesla, with interest from both the local community and further afield. There are now charge points round the north of Scotland. 
The Energy group is having a public meeting on Tues 12th July 6-8pm in Garve Village hall to update the community on the wok they have done so far and what they would like to do in the future.

Silver Bridge / Rogie Falls Toilets – no formal response available yet. HC are checking the situation with the legal dept. The signs have not been covered over.

Potholes – The Jetpatcher has not arrived in our area yet.

HC issues – sight lines, 20mph roadmarkings, bushes at Garve Hall, wooden fence and kerbstone at Matheson Road all with Cllr Cockburn. The verges from Gorstan junction to Corriemoillie have been cut today.
Garve Level Crossing – another cyclist has come off their bike. They had a broken wrist. There are signs saying cyclists must dismount and it is in the Highway Code that cyclists must dismount at all signed level crossings. Bob Moir said there was an incident recently when the level crossing lights came on suddenly and the barriers came down for about ten minutes with no train. Workmen have been there since testing the barriers with the barriers repeatedly going up and down. Sec to contact Network Rail.
Broken Fence at Loch a’Chuillin – is in the process of getting repaired.

Ward 6 Community Councils meeting – there have been 2 replies in favour.
Broadband - the estimated date for fibre optic coming to Garve has slipped back from July 16 to Dec 16. Still waiting for info from BT about the Achnasheen situation. The recent upgrade at Garve exchange has improved broadband for certain areas in & around Garve up to Grudie; other areas have not noticed any difference. 

Over 60’s Party – it has been suggested that there is a party for everyone in the community. It could be a ceilidh style event in the hall with sandwiches etc. A suggestion was put forward that a bus trip to the Military Tattoo at Fort George with a meal would be a good idea. The WRI did it with LCT funding last year. Sec to follow up pricing etc.
G&DCC vacancies – there are two places available for co-option. 

Police Report: none available. Strathgarve Primary recently had a visit from the police and their dogs.
Treasurer’s Report: Payments have been made for hall hire of £60.00 and first instalment to Aigas Assoc of £1255.00; receipt of £795.43 HC grant; current balance is £8913.98.
The bank has now authorised the new signatories and cheques can be written again. £38.30 is due to Kenny MacLean for ink. G&DCC annual accounts are available on the website.
Produce Show – (10th Sept) Arrangements were discussed. Fundraising through teas, raffle, whisky game and entries. Sec to invite the minister’s wife to judge the competition. Donations for the raffle are welcome. EDF to present the prizes.

Correspondence: By Email, Robbie Bain – NHS drop in event 15th Jul Dornie; Aigas Assoc – Survey update (survey will include all age groups); Murdo Mackenzie – Garve Village Hall entrance; Moira Harris, 2 emails – future of the AGNV; HC - planning for wk ending 10th  Jun; Eneco – Eneco/Co-operative Energy events in Garve Village Hall; Jenny MacPherson – EDF liaison meeting on 28th  Jun; HC – proposed A890 road improvements; Scottish Fire & Rescue Service – consultation; Keith Boa, 2 emails – SSE updates; Crispian Cook – North Ross Deer Management plan; Highland Third Sector 2 emails - Transport event; Pauline Allison – memorial tree (passed on to Robbie Bain); Lochcarron CC mins; HC - planning for wk ending 17th Jun; Robbie Bain – Proposed joint meeting of Ward 6 CC’s; BEAR – A835 flooding/landslide update; HC – CC grant for 2016/2017; Ken Bowlt – West Ross Deer Management AGM mins; Highland Third Sector – Third Sector Awards; HC – planning for wk ending 24th  Jun; Friends of Lochluichart Community – Open day (9th  Jul);  Aigas Associates, 3 emails – survey updates; Garve & District Energy steering group, 2 emails – Progress report and public event; Jenny MacPherson, 2 emails – EDF updates; HC Policy – Community Choice Fund; HC – SSE Resilient Fund; Highland Third Sector – Corporate survey; Grant Folley – Liaison meeting papers; HC - planning for wk ending 1st Jul; Eneco – Garve bus shelters; Murdo Mackenzie – Tree cutting; No items received by Post. 

AOB:
Bob Moir reported that the issue raised about the wet floor at Garve Hall entrance was dealt with quickly.

The 40mph zone when entering Garve from the west is marked by red tar on the road but the 40mph marking is further on.

There are new lights in the streetlights on A835 through Garve. The lights have all been changed to LEDs except at the level crossing. The lights have been on all the time.

Eliza Leslie Melville raised the issue of loose wires on the railway fence along Loch Garve. A section of fence was repaired recently but there is a stretch where the wires hang out towards the road and could get caught by lorries. Sec to contact Network Rail.

Jennifer Haslam raised the issue of the bench between Stirling Drive and Station Road, which has become overgrown with vegetation. The bench needs repair. G&DCC to look at replacing the bench using the bench fund. Bob Moir to check how it is fixed down.
Jennifer also raised the possibility of G&DCC undertaking a project on LCT’s behalf to install defibrillators around the area. LCT could do the application form. The installation would cover training and servicing. G&DCC to get more information from the firm in Skye about what is involved.  Issues about vandalism and where to place defibrillators were discussed. Sec to contact possible venues for defibrillators; Sue Tarr to follow up with suppliers.

The white lines in the carpark outside Garve Hall have worn out. New lines would help cars to park without taking up a lot of space here. Sec to contact Robbie Bain about new lines and also concerns about traffic parking on the junction.
Sue Tarr had had a request from members of the public for more bins in Garve – bins are needed by the bench and at the west bound bus stop. A smaller fixed bin could be installed that volunteers could empty into the wheelie bin on the other side of the road.

Concerns had been raised by a member of public about marshalling at the A835/A832 Gorstan junction at a cycling event about a week ago. Marshalls did not have high vis clothing but were jumping into the road to stop oncoming traffic so cyclists could cross the road. Sue Tarr to contact PC Rose.

Kenny MacLean highlighted that there are forthcoming train strikes on 10th, 11th, 14th, 16th & 17th July; there will be a bus replacement for some services. More information on the Scotrail website.
Consultations:

Scottish Fire & Rescue Service consultation updating their strategic plan – members had no comments.

Highland Third Sector Interface on support from businesses – not relevant to G&DCC.

Planning: 2 applications have been determined,
Corriemoillie Windfarm Section 36 increase in generating capacity from 47.5MW to 60.8MW – HC raise no objection. Final determination by Scottish Govt.

Overhead 33kV line at Allt Coire nan Laogh, Achnasheen – HC raises no objection.

1 application has been withdrawn,

- Formation of private way, land at Silverbridge.
Date of next meeting: 
Tues 2nd Aug 2016 7pm Garve Village Hall

Tues 6th Sept 2016 7pm Achnasheen Village Hall

Tues 4th Oct 2016 7pm Garve Village Hall

The Chairman thanked everyone for coming and closed the meeting at 9.30pm.
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