Wysall and Thorpe in the Glebe Parish Council Tree Management Policy

1. Introduction 
Wysall and Thorpe in the Glebe Parish Council recognises the importance of trees in the local environment, particularly those located in the playground at the rear of the Village Hall. The Village Hall is situated within Rushcliffe Borough Council’s Conservation Area, which means additional considerations apply to tree management. This policy sets out the Parish Council’s approach to tree management to ensure public safety, environmental benefits, and responsible maintenance while complying with conservation regulations.

2. Objectives
· To ensure that all trees on Parish Council land are maintained in a safe and healthy condition.
· To protect and enhance biodiversity and the local environment.
· To manage risks associated with trees in a public area.
· To comply with Rushcliffe Borough Council’s Conservation Area regulations regarding tree management.
· To respond appropriately to tree-related concerns from the community.

3. Inspection and Maintenance
· Trees in the playground will be inspected in a timescale directed by a qualified arborist to assess health, stability, and any potential hazards.
· Recommendations from any reports supplied will be adhered to in a timely manner.
· Additional inspections will be carried out following severe weather events or reports of damage.
· Necessary maintenance, such as pruning, removal of deadwood, and treatment of disease, will be undertaken as required.
· Any tree work within the Conservation Area will be subject to the required notification process with Rushcliffe Borough Council.
· Where tree removal is necessary for safety reasons, replacement planting will be considered to maintain tree cover.

4. Risk Management
· The Parish Council will assess risks associated with trees, particularly in areas where children and the public are present.
· Any immediate safety concerns, such as fallen branches or unstable trees, will be addressed as a priority.
· Tree works will be carried out in accordance with best practice guidelines and relevant legislation, including conservation area requirements.

5. Community Engagement
· The Parish Council will consider requests from residents regarding tree management, balancing safety with environmental and aesthetic considerations.
· Where appropriate, local community members will be consulted before significant tree work is undertaken.

6. Legal and Environmental Considerations
· The Parish Council will comply with all relevant legislation, including tree preservation orders (TPOs) and conservation area restrictions set by Rushcliffe Borough Council.
· Consideration will be given to the impact of tree management on wildlife, particularly nesting birds and protected species.
· Any tree work will be carried out by qualified professionals following industry standards.
· The Parish Council will liaise with Rushcliffe Borough Council before undertaking any work on trees covered by conservation regulations.

7. Review and Monitoring
· This policy will be reviewed annually or following any significant incidents related to tree safety.
· Regular updates on tree management will be provided to the Parish Council.
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