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Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Wysall & Thorpe in the Glebe held on            Tuesday 6th May 2025 at 7.15pm in the Village Hall.

The Chair, Coun. John Tomlinson welcomed members of the Parish Council to the meeting, the Clerk Danielle Scott, and one member of the public.
	

1]	Apologies
	County Cllr John Cottee
	Borough Cllr Andy Edvean
2]	Approval of the minutes from May 24
	Agreed and signed.
3]	Volunteer of the Year Award Presentation
Coun. John Tomlinson presented the award for Volunteer of the Year on behalf of the parish council.
Avril Drummond was recognised for her hard work organising donations to the Clifton Food Bank which supports so many people.
4]	Report from the Chairman of the Parish Council.
	The Chair, Coun. John Tomlinson presented their report.

Over the last year Parish Councillors have dealt with a wide range of issues that impact on the parish and its residents. These have ranged from major concerns such as flooding and the proposed solar farm to more ‘internal’ matters such as maintenance of the village hall. This report aims to give an overview of these issues and how the Parish Council has responded to them.
Flooding in the village remains a significant concern. Following incidents in Winter 2023/4 the PC worked with the Flood Team at Nottinghamshire County Council (NCC) try to find ways to alleviate problems in the future. Councillors checked all the surface water gullies in the village and sent a detailed list of all blocked gullies to NCC, who cleared these and continued to check them at regular intervals. They also worked with local farmers to ensure that drainage ditches were cleared and maintained. A village Flood Group was also established to help with warnings and signage in the event of a future incident.
That incident came following heavy rainfall in early January 2025. Both Widmerpool Road and Costock Road were severely affected, with one property being flooded. The PC and Flood Group have since met with NCC (officers and councillors) and Severn Trent Water to look at additional measures to mitigate the impact of future incidents. These discussions are ongoing.
Consideration of local planning applications features on every PC meeting agenda and Members give careful consideration to each one. Whilst most of these are relatively straightforward some are not, including the re-submission of Exagen’s solar farm application for land to the west of Wysall. Once again Members needed to scrutinise the many documents submitted as part of the application. Having done so concluded that the new application had done nothing to address the concerns raised by the PC to their original application and we therefore formally objected to the proposal. We are still waiting for the application to be heard by RBC. 
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Vehicles speeding within the village was again raised as a concern by residents, with particular problems reported on Widmerpool Road and Keyworth Road. The PC pursued this with NCC and the Police. NCC were subsequently able to produce some vehicle speed data from their speed sign equipment on Widmerpool Road. This showed that some 75% of vehicles entering the village were exceeding the speed limit. Further discussion about possible speed reduction measures are ongoing with the Highways Department. In the meantime, the Police are undertaking random speed checks in the village, although this is hampered by a limited number of suitable sites.
Maintenance of the Village Hall and its facilities has remained a significant area of work for the PC. We have focused quite heavily on safety over the last year, introducing regular health and safety audits, a fire safety audit and ensuring we have the necessary policies and documents to support this. From these, we have completed a full electrical inspection of the village hall and appliance PAT testing, and overhauled and tested the fire alarm system. The planned levelling of the field at the rear of the hall had to be deferred because of repeated mole damage. A tree survey has also revealed work that is needed to various trees around the field and this will be undertaken within the next few months. Unfortunately, one tree (the silver birch at the front of the village hall) has had to be removed to prevent further problems of its roots blocking the drains.  
Inside the village hall we have invested in a new cooker and ventilation hood in the kitchen, and some replastering in the main hall is scheduled for May 2025. Replacement of the obsolete wall heaters is also planned for the near future. 
The annual budget review for 2025/6 identified some increased costs for the year but the PC agreed to keep the precept unchanged at £18,000. Where possible, we have sought grants to offset expenditure and will continue to do so with any future projects.
The Village Social Committee has continued to organise a range of successful community events at the village hall including a Quiz Night, Curry Night, Picnic in the Park, Food Fair, Christmas Shopping Evening and Wine Tasting. These events remain very popular and are a great way of bringing the village together. Chris French has recently stepped down as Chair of the Social Committee and I would like to thank her on behalf of the PC for all her work for the village over several years.
The monthly Village Breakfast remains very popular and has recently been awarded a 5-star food safety rating by Rushcliffe Environmental Health. Congratulations to Andrea Tucker and her team of volunteers. The Village Hall also hosted some community events organised by the Church Social Committee, including the Strawberry Fair and the monthly Thursday Coffee Mornings.
The village ‘litter pick’, organised again by Cllr Martin Powell, removed a substantial amount of litter and waste from the village and surrounding lanes. We would like to thank everyone who took part in this – their efforts made a huge impact on the look and feel of our local environment.
All of these events were only possible because of the time, effort and enthusiasm of all the volunteers from across the Parish who contributed to their success, and I would like to thank everyone involved. I would also like to thank all those who attended these events for their continued support.
Finally, I would like to thank the following people for their help and support over the last 12 months namely:
· all of my fellow Parish Councillors
· RBC/NCC Cllrs John Cottee and Andy Edyvean 
· Stephen Reeds for looking after the website (and general IT advice)
· Our Clerk, Danielle Scott for her hard work and for keeping us ‘on the straight and narrow’.
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5]	Finance report from the clerk to the Parish Council.
	The Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to the Council, Danielle Scott presented their report.
	
The parish council opened the 24/25 financial year with £18,883.13 in its current account and £21,461.56 in reserve.
During the year it gained receipts of £29,385.33 including a precept of £18,000 from Rushcliffe Borough Council, £5281.25 from the rental of the village hall and the clerk reclaimed VAT totalling £5290.30. The refund was higher than previous years due to the purchase of playground equipment and the doors and windows at the village hall the year before.
Total expenditure for 24/25 was £25,292.07. With staffing costs, contributions to the upkeep of the park and village hall, insurance and community grants being the largest outlays for the council. 
The council provided grants to Wysall Church and 3Ws News with a combined sum of £1685.
The parish council finished the financial year with £20,392.71 in its current account, £21,839.19 in reserves and £2,593.70 in a newly opened account to hold CIL funds/grant monies received.
Of the monies carried over approximately £10,000 has been ringfenced for additional projects. These include the replacement wall heaters in the village hall, repairs to the inside of the hall, the replacement and purchase of essential equipment in the village hall kitchen, the cost of cleaning at the village hall and the levelling of the turf at the playground.
The 24/25 audit was undertaken by the clerk in April and the councils accounts have been checked and accepted by the internal auditor. The council will now send its accounts to the external auditor due to its income/expenditure exceeding the £25,000 threshold.
		End of year financial documents will be uploaded to the website in due course.
		Danielle Scott
		


The meeting closed at 7.25pm






Signed…………………………………………….





Date……………………………………………….




