



Kiltarlity Community Council (KCC)
Minutes of the meeting on Thursday 5 March 2026, 19:30. Kiltarlity Village Hall
https://www.kiltarlitycommunitycouncil.co.uk/

1. Attendees and apologies.

Susan Ogston (Chair), Linda Bell (Treasurer), Martyn Willows (Secretary), David Garvie, Donna Peacock, Iain Mac MacilleChair, Lucy Robinson, Colin Mc Neill, Gail Surtees, Carolyn Ibbitson, Russel Crane, Fiona Urquhart, Rick Lound, Anna Lound, Councillor David Fraser, Toni Clark, Ali Macrae, Lorriane Macrae, Gordon Carden, Kate Ollis, Lucie Roth.

Apologies: Kevin Waddington. 

Thanks were expressed to Donna Peacock and David Garve for their hard work, diligence and emails regarding the proposed development at Fanellan.  The Highland Council were impressed with how they conducted themselves. 
Coffee and cake was shared in the meeting to mark the positive progress made so far in objecting to the Fanellan development. 
Thanks were expressed to Councillor Fraser for his invaluable contributions at the SPAC meeting at The Highland Council (THC).

2. Matters arising from the last meeting.
None
3. Treasure’s report
Expenditure: insurance £97.20; A Waddington £90.00; bank charges £ 4.25. Balance £3978.27, including £511.90 GoFundMe.
4. Police Report

None received.  There is a generic email published by the police. Police attendance can be requested by email.

5. Planning application updates 
The following judgement: Raeshaw Farms Ltd v The Scottish Ministers and another (Interested Party: Energiekontor UK Ltd) [2026] CSIH 10 (Inner House, Court of Session), decision 17 February 2026. (Scottish Courts and Tribunals Service; was noted in that it may be a factor in any decision on the Fanellan project.
Raeshaw Farms judgement dated 17 feb 2026 The Court held that assessment of “the potentially significant cumulative effects of both aspects” is required and also noted the need for realism - in which case it may be appropriate to assess the grid connection like other cumulative developments on the basis of the information available at the time of the wind farm application. However, the Court does not provide clear and consistent guidance on this matter. This case maybe important when considering Fanellan and Blackbridge
Quarry extension at Beauly: it was noted that it is not clear pf the progress of this through planning.

6. Community trust update 

No update



7. SSEN, proposed substation at Fanellan 

Councillor David Fraser’s work was recognised in this matter. His work has been greatly appreciated.
Looking back at the SPAC (Southern Planning Advisory Committee) process; although the decision to hold a site meeting delayed the vote, it helped inform the councillors and led to a unanimous rejection. The risk of SSEN going to appeal as the determination date had passed was low as it would have looked like they were disregarding the planning process. THC held their nerve to their credit in the face of criticism on social media.
SPAC gave support to KCC (Kiltarlity Community Council) in a fair manner, enabling people to present their view of the matter. KCC is grateful for this.
What happens next:
THC SPAC refusal of the Fanellan project has been published. SSEN have 3 months to appeal to Scottish Government ministers. 
The Reporter will evaluate the proposed development on behalf of Scottish Ministers. The energy minister can make the final decision. That decision is final. 
A site visit can take place if the Reporter allows it. This could be just the Reporter or could include representatives from SSEN, THC, KCC and other interested parties.  THC can justify their position on legal grounds and call on experts. 
The Reporter can define the time scale. It was noted that we are in unprecedented territory, and we are in a learning process.
The weight limit of Black Bridge was queried.  SSEN have been evasive on the matter. THC were led to believe that the bridge would be replaced before work started, but SSEN appear to want to use the existing bridge, only replacing it ready for the transformers. The new bridge would be of box girder design over the existing bridge.
The Bruiach Burn Bridge work is now deferred in light of the SPAC decision. THC will not allow the work to go ahead. The next public planning consultation by SSEN on Black Bridge is also not taking place as originally planned. 
Concern was expressed about the continued “permitted development “work at Fanellan.  The site resembles a building site with archaeological investigations, a noisy generator and lights left on overnight.
Emails to THC asking if this is permissible appear to receive a reply from SSEN. It was suggested that contact was made with the chief executive of THC and environmental health.

If the project goes ahead Community Benefit becomes available and community councils will need to lease with SSEN. Being for or against the project makes no difference to the amount available.
There is a “Social Register” of £10 million.  This may be used for housing and Black Bridge developments. It is separate from the Community Benefit.
8. Belladrum Festival
£20 000 ha been allocated to applicants to the trust. A further         £20 000 is now available and will be allocated. Unsuccessful applicants will be considered. 

9. Community bus
A THC workshop is going to take place.





10. Roads (potholes, speed restrictions, laybys) 
40mph signs have been ordered for the A833 from Brockies corner. 
Concern was expressed about logging trucks coming through the village.  They should us the Black Bridge. Any registration plate details should be reported.
Drivers are exceeded the village 20mph limit. Susan Ogston to send an email about this issue. 

11. Correspondence 
K2000 ladies have asked for volunteers to help the community group. They look after the planters in the village. An email has been sent to the school at Tomnacross asking for help with planting and litter picking.
Joe Gibbs has asked that the KCC promote the Park Run at Belladrum. Volunteers are requested. This is a positive event in the village and so far, has been well supported.
The village gala will be on Saturday13 June 2026 at Balgate.
12. Any other Business 
None

13. Date of next meeting
Thursday 14th May 19 30 At the Village Hall. 




