


Kiltarlity Community Council (KCC)
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 14th May 2026 at Kiltarlity Village Hall.
Attendees:
Linda Bell, Susan Ogston, Donna Peacock, Gail Surtees, David Garvie, Kevin Waddington, Councillor Emma Knox, Fiona Urquhart, Bill, Joe Gibbs, Lucy Robinson, Colin McNeill

Apologies:
 Iain MacilleChair, Councillor David Fraser

Minutes and Matters arising from the last meeting: 
 Minutes accepted. Matters arising: None that will not be delt with later

Treasure’s report:
Newsletter income £10, expenditure: £190.39. Bank Charges £12.75. Website £50.35
Go Fund Me has £511.00. Balance as of 14/05/2026 £3734.78
Police Report: 
No report 
Planning application updates:
See SSEN below

SSEN Fanellen Appeal:
The following were raised at a meeting with Lucy (Sally’s replacement) from SSEN last Friday.
1. When will this acoustic barrier around a generator be reinstated?
1. Why was the acoustic barrier removed with no consultation with affected residents?
1. Signage of road closures at Black Bridge (there are still no signs warning people before they approach the bridge, eg in Kiltarlity Village or near Lovat Bridge
1. Investigative works in the car park at Black Bridge (illegal destruction of bluebells and tree felling)
1. Use of video surveillance and voice recording saying “you are in a restricted area; please leave immediately” (in contravention of access legislation)
1. Explanation for (or removal of) EV charging points powered by diesel generators.
1. Identification of all noticeboards in the area (the CC offered to point them out on a map)
1. Site visit to discuss location of replacement noticeboard at Black Bridge
1. And I’d add to this your comms around the archaeological works – the latest comms from SSEN say they will be completed “late spring”, which is around now. But according to THC there could be quite a few more months left. When are you planning to break the news to residents that the works will not be finishing imminently, but that they could continue for months to come?

It appears that SSEN will not respond to any issues and that the only way to get issues addressed is via The Highland Council (THC)
Appeal:
SSEN have appealed the decision taken by SPAC at THC to refuse planning permission for the Fanellan project
The reporter has asked for a delay due to the impact of the Raeshaw Farms Ltd v Scottish Ministers 2026 judgement (“Salami slicing”). This means Black Bridge and overhead lines could be included as it is all one project. A six week pause in the appeal is now in place. 
Representation can still be made due to this six week period.  Date of the conclusion of this period to be confirmed. These representations can include asking the reporter to make an accompanied site visit, holding a community hearing, reiterating any objections and expressing support for THC and KCC.
Contacting our MSPs is also recommended.
It appears that the reporter will make an unaccompanied site visit to start with, then review and make a decision on further investigations. 
It is noted that the Scottish Government has called in the appeal for the Carnaig substation. The Reporter will therefore in this case make recommendations to the Scottish Government
Time scales—are not determined.
We are grateful for the support of THC especially the Roads Department. A discussion was had as to why the road through Beauly was “suitable” for the construction traffic but the road through Kiltarlity was not. Perhaps the width of the roads in question made the difference.
It is also noted that there is a public enquiry into the Beauly to Peterhead OHL. 
Anna Lound shared the following: 
 Rick and I went to the pre- inquiry for the Beauly to Peterhead OHL and we have expressed interest in speaking at the public inquiry meeting which will be in August. Whilst (i think) the opportunity has passed for anyone else to opt in to take part, we may require your assistance with a speech on behalf of the local residents as (as you know) the layout and location of the substation impacts the pylon route and the number of pylons.
It was noted that Fire safety is a concern at the proposed Beauly BESS and the THC SPAC have raised an objection to this project.
Belladrum Festival:
The following was received from Naomi Hollas, Festival Coordinator
Planning for the 22nd Belladrum Tartan Heart Festival is going well and we’re looking forward to welcoming Callum Beattie, Mika, The Human League and James alongside many more artists and performers, and of course, our wonderful Bella family to the estate in July. There are currently no major changes to travel or traffic management, after the success of last year, that will impact the local community. However, excitingly, we are working on a brand new wellness area, Well In The Dell, including a sauna and a programme of wellbeing workshops.
Site Tenancy dates will be Thursday 16th July - Saturday 8th August. Within these times, the estate will be operating under CDM Regulations, and for your own health and safety, we highly recommend only visiting the grounds if you absolutely need to. Please note that if you do need to visit site for any reason, you must wear a hi-vis at all times. We really appreciate your support on this.
The Kiltarlity Ticket Ballot will operate again this year and will likely launch early July. This is an opportunity for Kiltarlity residents to apply to win tickets to the festival. 40 pairs are available in exchange for a £10 (per ticket, £20 total) donation to the Kiltarlity Community Christmas Light Switch On. 
Residents meeting: Belladrum community trust grants. Money will be paid out to successful bids. The next round will be before the festival.  Many applications were considered. Feedback will be given if a grant is not successful. This process of awarding grants will continue next year.
Community bus update:
No update
Roads (potholes, speed restrictions, laybys):
The following was received from Councillor David Fraser:
Not a lot of news but latest update
We’ve placed an order with our supplier and are awaiting delivery. We’ve contacted them again this morning (Monday) as we’re keen to avoid un-necessary delay.
Once we receive the sign plates, we will erect them asap. Please note that these are the main signs – start and end points, plus junction areas. We will also arrange for repeater signs, and road marking roundels, to be added in. These will follow on afterwards.
Regarding potholes Susan has sent a letter.
It was reported that a new tenancy has started in a farm and that damage to pavements on Balgate drive was being caused by a large tractor
Susan will email THC roads department

Black bridge signage:
    	 Covered in a previous item.
Electric Scooters:
Many complaints have been received. The law states that they are not legal on roads, pavements etc.
Near misses, black clothing, tandem riding have all been reported. Susan to post a piece on the matter on face book. Contact will be made with the police if there is no improvement in the situation.
Correspondence 
See below.
Any other Business:
The Village Hall has been plagued by clothing left outside the recycling bin. These clothes have to be destroyed as they cannot be reused.  Tile grout has also been left by bottle bank. A post has been made on Facebook, cctv has recorded the incidents. It is fly tipping.
Anne Maclean has retired from K200. A voucher will be given to her to the value of £100.
Volunteers are needed for K2000.
The village Gala has been cancelled; it hoped it will run next year.
Joe Gibbs reported that damage is occurring to the trailer trash on Belladrum estate. Installation of CCTV may have to happen.
Dog fouling increased around the village
The 20mph speed limit is broken by some margin. Emma Knox will request some speed monitoring. 
Date of next meeting: Thursday 11 June, 19:30 This will be the AGM.









