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No. 196                                                                                                                                                                  November 2018 
    

          
 
                                Welcome to the 196th issue of the Stamfordham Communicator! 
 

Dave Stanley will be a very hard act to follow but I will do my best to try to keep the Stamfordham 
Communicator alive. If you have any notice that you would like included in future editions, please can you 
email: 

stamfordhamcommunicator@gmail.com 
 

or pop a note through my door. 
 

All those who currently advertise, please can you confirm that you still wish to do so by emailing the address 
above, if you haven’t already done so, or drop a note through my door. Thanks. 
 

As usual, any donation towards the cost of the Communicator will be gratefully received. Thank you. 
 

If you prefer to have your copy emailed, as I know some already do, please email your details to the above 
email address. Please feel free to pass the email address to anyone who no longer lives in the area but would 
still like a digital copy.  
 

Thanks for your patience as I endeavour to keep this publication going but if anyone out there would like to 
help, please contact me. Thanks. 
 

Gill Blissett, 26 North Side, Stamfordham, NE18 0QG 
 

 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:stamfordhamcommunicator@gmail.com
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                         The Swinburne Arms & Village Shop 
31, North Side, Stamfordham, NE18 0QG 

Tel: 01661 886015    www.swinburnearms.com 
  

Pop into the Shop or the Pub to find out about live bands 
playing at The Swinburne Arms over the next few weeks and 

months…… 
 

                                                         The shop opening hours are 
                                                         Monday to Sunday: 7am - 1pm 
                                      Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 3.00 - 5:30pm. 
                                   (We are closed on Wednesday and Saturday afternoons)                          

We sell a wide range of household goods: Daily papers, some magazines, greetings cards, bread (loaves, 
baps, etc.), tinned goods and toilet rolls, toothpaste and soap, soft drinks and sweets, crisps, tea, coffee and 

milk, locally produced eggs, and many others. 
Call in to see our range of goods and remember us when you suddenly run out of that commodity which 

won’t wait until you next go to Ponteland or order the Tesco van! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Advanced Notice 
 

By popular demand… 
 

THE CHRISTMAS STAMFOGIG 
…is back! 

in Stamfordham Village Hall 
on Friday 28th December 2018 at 7.30pm 

Christmas Concert and then Ceilidh  
Dance the night away to the best ceilidh band in 

the borders 
“THE TWEED VALLEY CEILIDH BAND” 

All welcome! 
Bring all your friends and family for a great  

Christmas night out! 
Tickets £7.50 (kids under 14 free)  
Contact Roddy on 07801 951965 

Bar (bring your own nibbles) 

 

                     
This latest session started in September but come 

along to any session between now and Christmas. 

The next session will start on 7th January 2019 and will 

cost £30 for the 12 weeks. 

It is a group of friendly artists of all abilities, who 

enjoy the opportunity and discipline to meet regularly 

to work, compare, discuss and learn from others. 

 

There is no tutor, but anyone painting alone or wishing 

to rekindle the urge to paint again will be welcome and 

given encouragement and support if wanted. 

Anyone interested should contact our Secretary 

Norman Lees on  01434 633894 

 
 

STAMFORDHAM ART 

GROUP 
Meetings are in the Village Hall 

on 

Tuesdays 10.00am –1.00pm 

to avoid driving in the dark. 
 

http://www.swinburnearms.com/
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Christmas Shoe Boxes 2018 
 

    Samaritan's Purse is sending again Christmas Shoe Boxes from the UK to deprived children in orphanages and 

homeless shelters throughout Eastern Europe, Africa and Central Asia. 

 

    As last year, there are some plain red shoe boxes ready for collection from The Old Vicarage, Stamfordham. 

These are easy to decorate! Otherwise, would you support this very worthwhile cause by covering a shoe box and 

filling it with toys, etc as directed by the form enclosed in the October 'Spirit of the Community' or available 

from the Church, Village Hall and Village Shop. 

    Completed boxes will be gratefully received at The Old Vicarage between 31st Oct. and 17th November. 

+  +  + 

 

Helping Homeless Women: North East Christmas Campaign 
  

     A collection of comfort packs for homeless women in the North East at Christmas is being made, and any 

contributions from Stamfordham of the following items would be very welcome. 

 

    Toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, shower gels, and small samples of unused hotel bath gels etc., hand creams, 

moisturisers, shampoos, conditioners, body lotions, small hairbrushes, hair bobbles, feminine hygiene products, 

tissues, nail polishes, lip balms, roll on deodorants and items such as socks, small chocolate bars, cuppa soups etc. 

and a Christmas Card with a stamp. 

 

Restricted items – no aerosols, sharp objects and no items containing alcohol. 

 

Any contributions would be very gratefully received at The Old Vicarage, Stamfordham.                             
                                                                                                        Jacqueline Nicholson                             

                                                                                                              01661 886272 
 

You are warmly invited to  
  

THE  UPPER  PONT  DINING  CLUB  DINNER 
 

on  Wednesday 28th November 2018 at 6.45pm  
at The Keeper’s Lodge, Matfen Golf Clubhouse 

 
Guest Speaker: Jonathan Walker  

Assistant Policy Director, North East Chamber of 
Commerce presents 

“Brexit and the North East Economy: Prospects, 
Challenges and Opportunities” 

With Brexit negotiations scheduled to be concluded 
by mid-November for a Deal / No Deal outcome, 

Jonathan Walker will give us an interesting 
assessment of what it heralds for us in the North East.  

 
Pre-Ordered, multi-choice  

2-Course Meal £20.00 / Head 
REFUNDS only possible before 7.00 pm. on Monday, 

26th November 2018  
OR Better still, pass them on to a Friend! 

Contacts: Peter Lombard Tel: 01661 886331 
Struan Wilson Tel: 01661 886592  
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REPAIRS AND ALTERATIONS to 
GARMENTS AND FURNISHINGS 
 

Please contact OLIVE on 

01661 886705 

 

THANK YOU to all those who have donated book, DVDs and CDs  to Development Direct (reg charity: 1099731) 
over the past few months. Donated items are sold and the funds raised are used to help vulnerable girls attend 

secondary school in Kenya. In October, these made £148.71, approximately the fees for one term at boarding 

school. If you would like to donate books (any age, condition, fiction, non-fiction), DVDs and/or CDs, please get 
in touch. THANK YOU.                                                                                                                         Gill Blissett  
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Looking for a child sitter? 
 

Walking your dogs … 
 

I am available for any work, however 
small. 

    Reasonable rates 
 Contact Jack Wallace 

on 

07535 910570 
(Village resident) 

 
  

 

STAMFORDHAM 
PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Christmas Fundraiser 
 

Stamfordham Village Hall           
Saturday 24th Nov 11am - 2pm 

 

Free Entry, Refreshments including Soup, 
children’s crafts, glitter tattoos, raffle, 

tombola and Grotto 

 
 
 

 

Stamfordham Playing Fields 
and Village Hall News 

 
Members of the committee have been clearing 
out the cupboards at the Village Hall and 
found lots of copies (A3 size) of this drawing of 
Stamfordham by the late Mike Neil, dated 
1978. They think these were donated by Mike 
for a Village Hall fundraiser some years ago as 
some of them are slightly coloured around the 
edges through age. If you would like one of 
these in return for a donation to Village Hall 
Funds, please contact me. Thank you. 

Gill Blissett 

Stamfordham by Mike Neil May 1978 
(Note the copies are not as grey as this.) 

Poppy Appeal Coffee Morning 
 

Thank you to everyone who 
contributed to and attended the 

coffee morning on 
Saturday 3rd November 

 
A total of £477.90 was raised  

THANK YOU! 
Dorothy Scott 

 

 
 

             Wool Crafting In 
               The Swinburne Arms 

        Stamfordham 
               3rd Tuesday of the Month 

     From 7.30 pm 
 

As we enjoyed making poppies so much, we 
have decided to continue meeting in the 
Swinburne Arms one evening a month for 
those that want to join us.  I can help those 
wanting to learn to crochet and others are 
willing to help with knitting. 
(Contact Sally Hutt on 886442 or 
sally.hutt64@gmail.com) 
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Making Music in 
The Swinburne Arms 

Stamfordham 

1
ST

 TUESDAY OF  

THE MONTH 

FROM 8PM 

Any instrument (including 
voice) 

Any abilities welcome. 

 
Come and enjoy making music in a 

relaxed and friendly atmosphere.  We 

are open to any suggestions of types of 

music to play just bring along yourself 

and/or your musical instrument.  Join 

in what you can.  Music will be 

available for those that can read 

music. 

Organised by Sally Hutt 

──── 

Contact Sally for more 

information on 01661 

886442 

or 

sally.hutt64@gmail.com 

♪ 

 

                                

Stamfordham Bonfire & Fireworks 
We had what people have told me the best firework display yet. I hope everyone who saw it enjoyed it. 

Putting on this event costs about £2500. This is for the fireworks, the medical cover and a few other bits and 
pieces needed. 

If we didn’t have the continued support of High House Farm Brewery, The Swinburne Arms and staff and 
Collingwood Marquees this event would quite possibly not happen. 

As most village people are aware, it takes us all day Saturday to get the village green ready for the night and 
get the fireworks set up in place. What you may not know is the hours involved getting the fireworks ready. 
This year it was something like 24 man-hours. 

On the night we really do need more help from the village people, even only for a couple of hours if that.  
This year on the night 50% of the people helping were not from the village, we really do need the support of 
the village if this event is to continue. 

We will hopefully be having some fundraising events in the next year to raise the funds for next year’s 
display. Whatever we put on, we do need the support of you, the village, to support them!! 

If you want to help on the night next year or have an idea for a fundraising event get in touch. Email is the 
best way and is the same as in the last edition of the communicator stuwilsonrallying@googlemail.com 

Thanks again to Andrew Scott and the team from the Brewery, Bob, Anne and staff in the Swinburne arms 
and to Neil at Collingwood Marquees. Also, to those that came and helped set up and brought wood for the 
bonfire and to those that did turn up and help on the night with the buckets, it is very much appreciated. 

 

Crafty Reivers 
 

Meetings at 

Stamfordham Village Hall. 

24th November 10am to 4pm 

and 29th December 10am to 

3pm. 
 

All crafters welcome. Bring 

something for a shared lunch 

and your chosen craft. This is 

a supportive self-help group. 

Cost £3 to members and £6 

for visitors to cover room hire 

and refreshments. 
 

At the November meeting we 

will be having a workshop in 

the afternoon making sanitary 

products to send to Kenya. 

Sue Parker 
 

mailto:stuwilsonrallying@googlemail.com
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Neither Stamfordham Parish Council nor the 
Editor endorses any advertisement in SC. 
 No anonymous correspondence will be 

published or entered into.   
Any notices for the next edition should be sent 

to me by 12
TH

 DECEMBER 2018. 
Gill Blissett 

stamfordhamcommunicator@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

Remembrance Sunday 
After David Jones started our day with the Piping 
Ceremony at 06.00 by the Commonwealth War 
Graves - thank you, David - there was a very moving 
Remembrance Day Service held at St. Mary's Church, 
beautifully decorated with Poppies knitted by everyone 
in the Village, followed by a Curry Lunch at the 
Primary School where £344 was raised and to be 
shared equally between St. Mary's Church - 
Development Fund and BLESMA. Our sincere thanks 
to everyone in the Village for your support, from 
knitting Poppies to coming to the Service to cooking a 
delicious meal and joining us for lunch. We also 
extend our thanks to the Royal Horse Artillery, 
Albemarle Barracks for their support. 

Peter Lombard 

 

Friendly and Reliable Service 
Slates, Tiles, Flat Roofs, Guttering & 

Lead Work 
Over 30 years experience 

No job too BIG or too small 
Contact Michael Kober 

 07974714996 

mailto:stamfordhamcommunicator@gmail.com

