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Next deadline 1st October 2019              email: stamfordhamcommunicator@gmail.com  
 

Many thanks to Kate Shallcross for putting the last 
edition together. 
Thank you again to those who made donations 
towards the printing of this edition – Swinburne Arms 
collection tin (£21.70); Contributions from supporters 
and advertisers keep the Communicator going. 
 

Advertisers and supporters: 
You can now make your donation via online banking:  
Account name: Stamfordham Communicator 
Account no: 38135868 
Sort code: 30-91-91   
There’s also a collection tin on the bar in The 
Swinburne Arms 
Gill Blissett, 26 North Side, Stamfordham, NE18 0QG 
 
 
 

 

 

Fish and Chip Van 
 
We call every Friday 4.30-5.30 (The Oval) 
5.30-7 The Green, Stamfordham 
Facebook page - frostsmobilefish&chips for 
holiday notifications etc Many thanks.  

Robert Frost 

 

STAMFORDHAM POP UP CAFE  
THURSDAYS 
2pm - 4pm 

Everyone welcome to come along and have a 
cuppa and home-made cake and a chat. 

 
Post Office open as usual 1pm -3pm 

 

Charlotte Hancock 
 

Dates for your diary 
 

Tuesday 10th Sept -  Music group at Swinburne Arms 
Saturday 14th Sept – Stamfordham vs Matfen Hall 
cricket match 
Saturday 14th Sept – Comedy Night 3 – Swinburne 
Arms 
Sunday 15th Sept – Messy Church 
Tuesday 17th Sept - Knitting and crochet group 
Swinburne Arms 
 Thursday 19th Sept  – Parish Council Meeting 
Saturday 28th Sept - Crafty Reivers  in the Village Hall 
Saturday 28th Sept – Charity Ball, Hexham Mart 
Sunday 29th Sept – Cricket Club Annual Golf Day 
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Sir Thomas Widdrington (Educational) Trust 
 

Registered Charity Number 505778 
STUDENTS 2019 CRITERIA 

Grants for educational purposes may be available to students 
under the age of 25 who are resident in the area comprising 
the parishes of Stamfordham, Belsay, Capheaton and Matfen 
or have a parent or parents so resident or who have at any 
time attended as a pupil at a school in Stamfordham or Belsay 
who are in need of financial assistance towards the costs of 
their education. 

 

Please obtain an application form from  
Miss L Boylan at the address below and the Trustees will 

consider your application and, if appropriate, a grant may be 
made. 

42 Grange Road, Stamfordham, Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE18 0PF 

lillyann53@outlook.com 

 

Crafty Reivers 

 

Meetings at Stamfordham Village Hall in 2019 
 

24th August, 28th September, 26th October,  
23rd November, all at 10.00am – 4.00pm 

28th December, 10.00am – 3.00pm 
 

All crafters welcome. Bring a packed lunch and your 
chosen craft. This is a supportive self-help group. Cost 
£3 to members and £6 for visitors to cover room hire 

and refreshments. 
Sue Parker 

 

 
 

The next session will start on 3rd September 2019 and 

will cost £30 for the 12 weeks. 

It is a group of friendly artists of all abilities, who 

enjoy the opportunity and discipline to meet regularly 

to work, compare, discuss and learn from others. 

 

There is no tutor, but anyone painting alone or wishing 

to rekindle the urge to paint again will be welcome and 

given encouragement and support if wanted. 

Anyone interested should contact our Secretary 

Norman Lees on  01434 633894 

 
 

Stamfordham Carpet Bowls Club 
 

Our new season has now started 
We meet on Mondays at 7.00 p.m. in the Village 

Hall. 
For anyone interested in giving carpet bowls a 

try, we will be holding taster sessions every 
Monday throughout September. 

Further information is available from Percy and 
Lorna Telfer on 886275. 

 

STAMFORDHAM ART GROUP 
Meetings in the village hall 
Tuesdays 1.00pm – 4.00pm 

 

mailto:lillyann53@outlook.com
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2nd Tuesday of  
the Month from 8pm
Any instrument (including 
voice) 
Any abilities welcome. 
 

Come and enjoy making 
music in a relaxed and 
friendly atmosphere. We are 
open to any suggestions of 
types of music to play just 
bring along yourself and/or 
your musical instrument. Join 
in what you can. Music will 
be available for those that 
can read music. 

 

♪ 
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NORTHUMBRIAN FIREWOOD 
Suppliers of HARDWOOD LOGS 

Seasoned Firewood 
 

£60.00 per Dumpy Bag         

£3.50 per bag for Kindling Sticks 
 

FREE DELIVERY - AVAILABLE ALL YEAR ROUND 

01661 852501   07776 384650 
 info@northumbrianturf.co.uk 

STAMFORDHAM FOOTBALL CLUB 
 

The new season has started but we need more 
playing members. 

 

WE NEED YOU!! 
 
If you are interested in playing football on Sunday 
mornings for Stamfordham, please contact: 
 
Ross on 07901 119282  
or  
email: stamfordhamfootballclub@gmail.com 
 
We don’t have a junior section at the moment but if you 
would like to set this up, please contact the above. 

 

 
             Wool Crafting In 

               The Swinburne Arms 
        Stamfordham 

               3rd Tuesday of the Month 
     From 7.30 pm 

 

As we enjoyed making poppies so much, we 
have decided to continue meeting in the 
Swinburne Arms one evening a month for 
those that want to join us.  I can help those 
wanting to learn to crochet and others are 
willing to help with knitting. 
(Contact Sally Hutt on 886442 or 
sally.hutt64@gmail.com) 
 

 

 
Knitting Yarn Needed 

The knitting project is seeking yarn to 

use for hats and other small items for 

those in need. Please place yarn and 

needles in the box in St Mary’s Church, 

Stamfordham or Holy Trinity, Matfen. If 

you would like to join in knitting or 

crocheting, please find patterns in the 

box and help yourself to materials if 

needed. Completed items can be returned 

to the box to be passed on to those in 

need. 

Thank you 

 

mailto:info@northumbrianturf.co.uk
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Beautiful One Bedroom, ground floor flat 
to rent on North Side in Stamfordham. 

 
Spacious lounge, fitted Kitchen, full 

bathroom with bath & overhead shower, 
lovely rear garden. 

Reasonable rent. Council Tax band A.  
For further details contact Louise on 

07733234912. 

Neither Stamfordham Parish Council nor the editor endorses any advertisement in SC. No anonymous 
correspondence will be published or entered into. Any notices for the next edition should be sent to me by 
1st October 2019, preferably using the SC email address, please. 

                                                                                            Gill Blissett 

 

 

 

Stamfordham WI 
 

Wednesday 11th SEPTEMBER 
2019 

 

West Room of Stamfordham 
Village Hall 7.00pm 

Speaker:  
Open Meeting 

Bees with Mike Lewis 
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Ponteland Wildlife Group Meetings 
 

On Tuesday September 3rd Tim Mason is giving a 
talk about  

“Birdwatching in Eastern Europe, Norway to 
Bulgaria”   

at 7.30pm in St Mary’s Parish Centre, Thornhill 
Road, Ponteland.   

Admission £2 including refreshments.   
Open to all. 

 
On Tuesday October 1st  Liz Clark is giving a talk 

about  
“Small, Spiky and Seriously Endangered, 

Hedgehogs in Northumberland”   
at 7.30pm in St Mary’s Parish Centre, Thornhill 

Road, Ponteland.  
 Admission £2 including refreshments.   

Open to all. 
 
 
 
  

 

Take A Break 
 

Dog walking services 
Worrying about leaving your dog in the house unattended, 
having to take them out after a late finish? This can be 
taken care of. 

House cleaning 
Surely you couldn’t think of anything better than finishing 
work and coming home to a clean and tidy house?   

Child minding 
Instead of leaving work early or unable to go out with 
friends I'm here to help. 

Availability 
Monday-Friday 9am onwards 

Saturday-Sunday 10am onwards 
Must be located within Stamfordham Village 

 
If interested, please contact Chloe on 07523073188 

 

Do you enjoy singing? 
 

Come and join the choir which meets on a 

Thursday evening to sing unaccompanied 

music which may be used in worship. 

 

For more information contact Sue on 01661 

886 384 or by email sue@parker-

towers.co.uk 

Tynedale Hospice at Home Light Up a Life 
2019 

 Saturday 7th December 2019, 3pm 

        Prudhoe Methodist Church 

        Allendale Methodist Church 

        Haltwhistle Methodist Church 
 Sunday 8th December 2019, 3pm 

        Hexham St Mary’s Church 

        Ponteland St Mary’s Church 
 

Peter Chamberlin 
For those of the village community who knew Peter and Lyn Chamberlain when they ran the Village Shop on North Side for several 
years: 
We are sad to report that, after some months of poor health, peacefully in his sleep, Peter died in hospital early on 1st. 
September. We have no further information at this time but will confirm when we do.                                                Dave Stanley 
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The Swinburne Arms & Village Shop 

31, North Side, Stamfordham, NE18 0QG 
Tel: 01661 886015    www.swinburnearms.com 

 

          Pop into the Shop or the Pub to find out about live bands playing  
           at The Swinburne Arms over the next few weeks and months…… 
                                      The shop opening hours are 
                                    Monday to Sunday: 7am - 1pm 
                       Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 3:00 - 5:30pm. 

                                                   (We are closed on Wednesday and Saturday afternoons)                          
We sell a wide range of household goods: Daily papers, some magazines, greetings cards, bread (loaves, baps, etc.), 

tinned goods and toilet rolls, toothpaste and soap, soft drinks and sweets, crisps, tea, coffee and milk, locally produced 
eggs, and many others. 

Call in to see our range of goods and remember us when you suddenly run out of that commodity which won’t wait 
until you next go to Ponteland or order the Tesco van! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Afternoon Tea Party 
Stamfordham Village Hall 

Saturday 12th October 2019 

Stamfordham WI 

       1.00– 4.00pm 
 

All welcome – bring your friends and family 
 

Home Baking 
To include sandwiches, cream scones and cake. 

Tea/coffee/Juice 
Danielle will be offering 

Face painting for the kids 
 
Proceeds shared between Stamfordham WI and Village Hall 

Help with transport can be arranged. Please contact 
Caroline on 01661 886855 for more information 

 

 

You  are  warmly  invited  to 
 

THE   UPPER   PONT   DINING   CLUB   DINNER 
on 

WEDNESDAY   25th.   SEPTEMBER   2019   AT   6.45 P.M. 
at 

THE   KEEPER’S   LODGE,   MATFEN   GOLF   CLUBHOUSE 
 

GUEST   SPEAKER 
Ms. Abi Kelly, Executive Director of  Corporate Affairs, Newcastle University 
“Newcastle University : The things we do here, make a difference out there” 
Newcastle University, with campuses in London, Malaysia and Singapore, is 
providing creative, global solutions through an impressive breadth of 
research in Medical, Engineering, Environmental and other fields of study 
(stem cell culture being just one example).  We will hear about the Activities, 
Achievements and Vision of this amazing Northumbrian Asset. 
Pre-Ordered, multi-choice 2-Course Meal £20.00 / Head 
REFUNDS only possible before 7.00 pm. on Monday, 3rd. June 2019 
OR Better still, pass them on to a Friend!! 
 
Contact :  Peter Lombard 01661-886 331 
   Struan Wilson 01661-886 592 
 

Follow 
Stamfordham 
on Facebook! 

@StamfordhamMatters 
@StamfordhamVillageFayre 
@StamfordhamVillageHall&PlayingFields 
@StamfordhamCricketClub 
@MatfenVillage 
@UpperPontChurches 

 

  

 

 

http://www.swinburnearms.com/
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Heugh Mill bridge repairs 
In June, the 74 bus hit the bridge at Heugh Mill, causing serious damage. The road has been closed 

since then whilst the bridge has been assessed for structural damage and, as the bridge is listed, 

the stone needed to repair it was ordered. It has been a difficult time for residents, particularly 

those living at Heugh Mill and in Dalton and Stamfordham but also residents from Matfen and other 

surrounding villages who used that road regularly. 

The good news is that the stone needed to repair the listed bridge has now been received and is 

currently being prepared in the council depot.  

Highways staff expect to be able to start lifting it into place and hopefully have the bridge open 

again in a couple of weeks. 

Cllr Veronica Jones 
 

Stamfordham School safety measures 
An update on the plans, agreed with the parish council, for yellow lines to be placed on the roads 

around the school 
 

The proposals have passed the ‘consultation with residents’ stage with a slight amendment and the 

design brief for the scheme including signage has been issued. Once this has been completed, there 

will need to be a Traffic Regulation order process which will then be advertised in the local press 

and on site for four weeks. If no objections during this period, the scheme then progresses to a 

‘Made Order.’ This will also be advertised in the local press and on site and will include the start 

date of the order. 
 

Altogether, the formal process will take approximately 2-3 months before the restrictions are able 

to be put in place. I am aware that parents had hoped that the lines would be in place before the 

return to school but unfortunately the process does take time to complete.  I have asked that all 

stages are moved through as quickly as the legal procedure allows. 
 

The plans for the 20mph is also in process and due for completion on a similar timetable, and the 

council are looking to arrange for the work to be done at the same time. 
Cllr Veronica Jones 

 

Stamfordham Village Fayre... 
What a day!  Thank you so much to everyone who helped plan, set-up, run and take-down the fayre.  Such a large 
and successful event could not be organised without a huge team of people - Thank you! 
 
Thank you also to everyone who came and supported the fayre.  We have raised in the region of £3800, which will 
be split equally between the Stamfordham Village Hall, Stamfordham Primary School and St. Mary's Church.  All of 
these organisations are in real need of funds at the moment and the fayre has made a genuine contribution. 
 
The Teddy Parachute and The Dog Show have continued to be a growing highlight of the event but there was also 
Hexham Brass Band, Cream Teas, BBQ at The Swinburne, Mark's fabulous Crepes, Stalls, Army attractions, various 
children's attractions, Bingfield Alpacas, and much more. 
 
If you would like to see more of the photos from the Stamfordham Village Fayre, the Hexham Courant article and 
also keep up to date with plans for next year please follow @stamfordhamfayre on Facebook and 
@upperpontchurches on both Instagram and Facebook. 

Rev Rachel Scheffer 



Page 9 

 

  

Stamfordham Village Hall Regular Users 
 
YFC Monday evenings West Room  Bowls Club Monday evenings and some Tuesdays 
 
Toddler group Monday mornings  Art Group Tuesday afternoon 
 
Karate Wednesday afternoon/evening WI every second Wednesday in a month 
 
Yoga – every Tuesday   Coffee Morning – every Wednesday 
 
Post Office – every Thursday  Pop Up Café – every Thursday 
 
 
 

Christmas Shoe Boxes 2019 
 
Samaritan's Purse is again sending Christmas Shoe Boxes from the UK to 
deprived children in orphanages and homeless shelters throughout Eastern 
Europe, Africa and Central Asia.  
 
As last year, we’re hoping Stamfordham can help…by filling wrapped or 
decorated shoe boxes with essentials like toothbrushes, as well as some fun 
things like toys. Look out for more information in next month’s 
Communicator, Spirit in the Community, and in key village venues. 
 
Completed boxes will be gratefully received at Westburn House between 
11th and 18thNovember. 
 
For more information, or if you are short of a shoe box – please contact 
Laura Walker on 07932 628213, or laura.m.blanchett@gmail.com 
 

 
 

  

 

tel:07932%20628213
mailto:laura.m.blanchett@gmail.com
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  Stamfordham Bonfire & Fireworks 
Present 

Comedy Night 3 
 

Saturday 14th September 7.30pm 
Swinburne Arms 

 
acts to include 

 
MC/Compere Sully O’Sullivan 

Eddy Brimson 
fresh from successful Edinburgh Fringe shows 

Tickets £15 available online at 
http://buytickets.at/stamfordhambonfirefireworks/290971 
 

or scan this QR code with smart phone to take you direct 
to the ticket site 

 
All proceeds from the night are going to help fund the 

fireworks 
 

 

HELPING THE HOMELESS - 
DESTINY STREETWORX CHRISTMAS APPEAL 

2019 
 

Can you help someone who is homeless at 
Christmas by donating gifts for Christmas 
shoeboxes for both men and women? 
 

GIFT IDEAS include warm hats, scarves, gloves, 
socks, underwear as well as soft drinks, 
bottled water, crisps, biscuits, chocolate, 
granola bar, chewing gum, Greggs card. 
Toothbrushes, toothpaste, roll-on deodorant, 
wet wipes, hand sanitisers, nail clippers, hand 
warmers, paper tissues, combs, lip sol, mouth 
wash, soaps, handcream, shampoo, shower 
gel. Female toiletries - as last year. 
 

This year as we moved recently to Corbridge 
from Stamfordham, I should be very pleased 
to collect any donations of Christmas gifts.  My 
new phone no is 01434 634218. Otherwise 
they could be dropped off at our new home 
(phone beforehand) or left at Iain Nicholson & 
Co, 5 West Road, Ponteland with Mrs Joanna 
Donaldson before the beginning of December 
please. 
 

Thank you very much indeed. 
 

Jacqueline Nicholson 
 

Northumberland Libraries get involved in Look 
for a Book challenge [edited by GB] 

The Look for a Book North East England Facebook page 
was set up by Christine Elrick, the head of literacy at 
Westoe Crown Primary School, South Shields and 
encourages youngsters to hide a book of their choice 
for others to find, read and rehide. 
Northumberland Libraries have now joined the initiative 
and have started hiding books in and around branches 
across the county for children to find. 
This year’s Challenge, Space Chase, asks 4-11 year olds 
to borrow and read any six library books over the 
summer. To take part in Space Chase, all children need 
to do is sign up at their nearest library, where they will 
be given a collector folder to keep a record of their 
Summer Reading Challenge journey. 
The challenge runs until Saturday September 13. 
To find out more about your local library go 
to www.mylibrary.co.uk  
Media Contact: Media contact: Hayley Quarmby, 
communications officer, Northumberland County 
Council,  
Phone: 01670 622428 or 
email: Hayley.Quarmby@northumberland.gov.uk 
 

http://buytickets.at/stamfordhambonfirefireworks/290971
http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5teWxpYnJhcnkuY28udWs%3d&r=12384520252&d=9473419&p=1&t=h&h=5d23b706b11849936fd7c12e122d9052
mailto:Hayley.Quarmby@northumberland.gov.uk
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CARPET CLEANER FOR HIRE, CHEAP, LONG TERM HIRE 

We have a Rug Doctor Pro carpet cleaning machine, similar to the ones that you can hire 

from Tesco. We charge the same as Tesco do (£25 for 24 hours) but our hire is for 2, 3, 

or 4 days, no problem. Yes - that’s right: 

£25 for the hire period (Up to 4 days) 

Cleaning chemicals are not supplied but can be bought from Tesco, Homebase or online. 

We advise that you use the Rug Doctor chemicals to achieve the best results. We can 

supply the chemicals but at the Tesco cost. 

You pick up and return to Stamfordham. 

Full instruction given on collection. 

For further information, please phone Gary on 01661 886452. Thanks 
Do you have a tyre that needs blowing up with an air compressor? Bike, car, football etc. Bring it 
along to 27, Northside, anytime. 

I will sort it. A free service to my community. 
Thanks, Gary. 

 

To enquire about hiring the village hall or sports pavilion please 
contact Charlotte Hancock via email at 
stamfordhamhall@gmail.com 
Further details on fees and hiring can be found on our website: 
stamfordhamvillagehall.co.uk 

 

 
 

 Samsung Fridge Freezer for 
sale 

About 18 months old. £45. 
Contact: Susan 07921 875289 
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 STAMFORDHAM YOUNG FARMERS 
On 8th June this year it was Stamfordham YFC’s turn to host the annual Northumberland 

YFC County Rally. This year we had an Irish theme and the rally was held at Great Law Farm, 

by kind permission of the Walby Family. There were weeks of preparation and practising, 

which paid off as we lifted the prestigious Rally Shield. We would like to thank 

Stamfordham Primary School pupils who drew designs for the front cover of the 

programme. We were overwhelmed by the entries and they were of an amazing standard. 

The winner was Jay Bulmer and the runner up was Ben Parry. We also donated remaining 

water to the Primary School for their sports day. The day was a great success and as a 

result we are donating money to Northumberland YFC County Office, St Oswald’s Hospice, 

The Great North Air Ambulance and £1000.00 to Stamfordham Village Hall. If anyone is 

interested in joining, new members are always welcome! 

 
Joanna Harrison 

From The Parish Council: 

If people have plants/shrubs/bushes/trees 
overhanging public footpaths lower than, 
say 2 metres, could they please make sure 
they are cut back, so they do not cause 
obstruction, inconvenience or even injury 
to passers-by? Thank you. 
  
When people post advertisements for 
events/services around the village on bus 
stops, telegraph poles, etc., could they 
make sure that, when the event is past or 
a service notice expires or becomes 
unreadable, they remove them to keep a 
modicum of tidiness in the village? Again, 
thanks for your co-operation. 
 

 Edward Trevelyan, Chair 
 


