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Next deadline 1st December 2019              email: stamfordhamcommunicator@gmail.com  
 

Thank you again to those who made donations 
towards the printing of this edition and the next – 
Swinburne Arms collection tin (£30.98); Dawn 
Chadwick  (£20) The Plough Inn (£10); Anonymous 
(£20+£20); Janet Walton (£20); Tyne Valley Footcare 
(£25); Kingfisher Decorators (£25); Anne (£10); 
Wylam Plastering (£20) 
Contributions from supporters and advertisers keep 
the Communicator going. Thank you! 
 

Advertisers and supporters: 
You can now make your donation via online 
banking:  
Account name: Stamfordham Communicator 
Account no: 38135868 
Sort code: 30-91-91   
There’s also a collection tin on the bar in The 
Swinburne Arms 
 
Gill Blissett, 26 North Side, Stamfordham, NE18 0QG 
 
 
 

 

2nd Tuesday of  
the Month from 8pm
Any instrument 
(including voice) 
Any abilities welcome. 
 

Come and enjoy making 
music in a relaxed and 
friendly atmosphere. We 
are open to any suggestions 
of types of music to play just 
bring along yourself and/or 
your musical instrument. 
Join in what you can. Music 
will be available for those 
that can read music. 

 

♪ 

 

 

NORTHUMBRIAN FIREWOOD 
Suppliers of HARDWOOD LOGS 

Seasoned Firewood 
 

£60.00 per Dumpy Bag         

£3.50 per bag for Kindling Sticks 
 

FREE DELIVERY - AVAILABLE ALL YEAR 

ROUND 

01661 852501   07776 384650 
 info@northumbrianturf.co.uk 

 Dates for your diary 
Saturday 9th November – Poppy Appeal Coffee morning – 
Village Hall 
Wednesday 13th November – WI – Village Hall 
Saturday 16th November – Stamfordham’s Got Talent  
Saturday 23rd November – Village Hall Autumn Clear Up 
Wednesday 27th November – Upper Pont Dining Club 
Wednesday 27th November – Pub Quiz 
Saturday 30th November – Perspectives – The Vallum 

Lots going on in Stamfordham!  
Don’t forget the regular weekly activities, too: 

Art Club – Tuesdays     Carpet Bowls - Mondays  
Toddlers – Mondays     Young Farmers Club -  Mondays  
Pop-Up Café – Thursdays   Karate – Wednesdays 

Yoga – Tuesdays 
 

 
 

 
PLEASE NOTE NEW TIMES 

The next session started on 3rd September 2019 and 

cost £30 for the 12 weeks. 

It is a group of friendly artists of all abilities, who 

enjoy the opportunity and discipline to meet regularly 

to work, compare, discuss and learn from others. 

 

There is no tutor, but anyone painting alone or wishing 

to rekindle the urge to paint again will be welcome and 

given encouragement and support if wanted. 

Anyone interested should contact our Secretary 

Norman Lees on  01434 633894 

 

STAMFORDHAM ART GROUP 
Meetings in the village hall 

Tuesdays 10.00am – 1.00pm 

 
 

Please join us for a coffee, cake and a natter 

in 

Stamfordham Village Hall 

In aid of the Royal British Legion supporting 

Service men and women, ex-serving personnel 

and their families since 1921. 

Poppy Appeal  

Coffee Morning 
Saturday 9th November  

10-12am 

 
 

mailto:stamfordhamcommunicator@gmail.com
mailto:sally.hutt64@gmail.com
mailto:sally.hutt64@gmail.com
mailto:info@northumbrianturf.co.uk


Page 2 

 

                                    
                      

                                                 
  

 

 

 
             Wool Crafting In 

               The Swinburne Arms 
        Stamfordham 

               3rd Tuesday of the Month 
     From 7.30 pm 

 

As we enjoyed making poppies so much, we 
have decided to continue meeting in the 
Swinburne Arms one evening a month for 
those that want to join us.  I can help those 
wanting to learn to crochet and others are 
willing to help with knitting. 
(Contact Sally Hutt on 886442 or 
sally.hutt64@gmail.com) 
 

 

Do you enjoy singing? 

Come and join the choir which meets on a 

Thursday evening to sing unaccompanied music 

which may be used in worship. 
 

For more information contact Sue on 01661 886 

384 or by email sue@parker-towers.co.uk 

 

 

 

Reiki and Crystal Therapy Treatments 

Fully Accredited Member of The Reiki 

Association, offering Reiki, Crystal Therapy and 

other complimentary therapies. 

Either at our practice or in the comfort of your 

own home within a 10 mile radius of our base in 

NE18. 

Treatments are 1 hour in duration (15 min 

admin and 45 mins actual treatment) 

Call Dawn on 07968972107 for further 

information 

 

All aspects of beauty and massage 

therapy - Corbridge/mobile 

Contact: Paula Robson 

07791600372  

hobeauty2203@gmail.com 
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STAMFORDHAM FOOTBALL CLUB 
WE NEED YOU!! 

If you are interested in playing football on Sunday 
mornings for Stamfordham, please contact: 

Ross on 07901 119282 
or 

email: stamfordhamfootballclub@gmail.com 
Next HOME game – Sunday 10th November 10.30am 
Kick Off. Tea, coffee and snacks available before, 
during and after the match. 

Crafty Reivers 

Meetings at Stamfordham Village Hall in 2019 
23rd November, all at 10.00am – 4.00pm 

28th December, 10.00am – 3.00pm 
All crafters welcome. Bring a packed lunch and your 

chosen craft. This is a supportive self-help group. Cost 
£3 to members and £6 for visitors to cover room hire 

and refreshments. 
Sue Parker 

 

STAMFORDHAM POP UP CAFE  
THURSDAYS 
2pm - 4pm 

 
 

 

Stamfordham WI 
13th NOVEMBER 2019 

Sheila Johnson: Re-usable Plastic 
West Room of Stamfordham Village Hall 

7.00pm 
 

Ponteland Community Singers 

(Not Choir) just a friendly group encouraging 

singing. We sing songs from every 

decade.  Everyone Welcome 

Thursdays 1.30-3pm 

United Reformed Church, 

Broadway, Ponteland. 

Sherry on arrival, we sing for 45 mins then tea or 

coffee 

Inspired by Dementia Choir as seen on TV. 

For more info please contact 

Janet Walton 01661-823433 or 

07922157199 

 

 

Everyone welcome to 
come along and have a 
cuppa and home-made 

cake and a chat. 
 

**BOOKS – BORROW, 
EXCHANGE, BUY** 

 
!!Now includes books for 

children!! 
 

Post Office open as usual 
1pm -3pm 

Charlotte Hancock 

 

Many thanks to everyone for their ‘Get Well’ 

wishes, cards, flowers and gifts. 

You have all been so kind and thoughtful. 

 

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU! 
 

Anne (Swinburne Arms & shop) 

 
BONFIRE NIGHT AND FIREWORKS 

This was an excellent evening! Great weather and 
great support. Thanks to everyone who helped and 
supported. Full report in the next edition!  

Stuart Wilson 

mailto:stamfordhamfootballclub@gmail.com
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Christmas Shoe Boxes 2019 
As mentioned last month, Samaritan's Purse is again sending 

Christmas Shoe Boxes from the UK to deprived children in 
orphanages and homeless shelters throughout Eastern 

Europe, Africa and Central Asia. We’re hoping Stamfordham 
can help…by filling wrapped or decorated shoe boxes with 
essentials like toothbrushes, as well as some fun things like 
toys. Look out for this month's 'Spirit in the Community' - 
which contains a leaflet with full details about what to do. 
Completed boxes will be gratefully received at Westburn 

House between 11th and 18thNovember. 
For more information, if you are short of a shoe box, or you 
haven't received a leaflet – please contact Laura Walker 
on 07932 628213, or laura.m.blanchett@gmail.com 
 

Fish and Chip Van 
We call every Friday  

4.30-5.30pm The Oval, Stamfordham 
5.30-7pm The Green, Stamfordham 

7.15pm Great Whittington 
8.00pm Matfen 

Facebook page - frostsmobilefish&chips 
for holiday notifications etc 

Robert Frost 
 

 

 

tel:07932%20628213
mailto:laura.m.blanchett@gmail.com
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Ponteland Wildlife Group Meetings 
 

On Tuesday  November 5th Louise Hislop is giving a talk 
about  

“Wild bees of Great Britain, an introduction to their 
lives and identification”  

7.30pm in St Mary’s Parish Centre, Thornhill Road, 
Ponteland.   

Admission £2 including refreshments.  Open to all. 
 

On Tuesday  December 3rd Professor John Richards is 
giving a talk about 

“Flowers of the Dolomites” 
7.30pm in St Mary’s Parish Centre, Thornhill Road, 

Ponteland. 
Admission £2 including refreshments.  Open to all. 

 
 
  

 

Take A Break 
 

Dog walking services 
Worrying about leaving your dog in the house unattended, 
having to take them out after a late finish? This can be 
taken care of. 

House cleaning 
Surely you couldn’t think of anything better than finishing 
work and coming home to a clean and tidy house?   

Child minding 
Instead of leaving work early or unable to go out with 
friends I'm here to help. 

Availability 
Monday-Friday 9am onwards 

Saturday-Sunday 10am onwards 
Must be located within Stamfordham Village 

 
If interested, please contact Chloe on 07523073188 

 

Stamfordham Carpet Bowls Club 
 

Our new season has now started 
We meet on Mondays at 7.00 p.m. in the Village Hall. 
For anyone interested in giving carpet bowls a try, we 

will be holding taster sessions every Monday 
throughout September. 

Further information is available from Percy and 
Lorna Telfer on 886275. 
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Follow 
Stamfordham 
on Facebook! 

@StamfordhamMatters 
@StamfordhamVillageFayre 
@StamfordhamVillageHall&PlayingFields 
@StamfordhamCricketClub 
@MatfenVillage 
@UpperPontChurches 

 

 

Pont News & 
Views  

 
Always see the latest 

issue first on the 
Town Council 

website at 
ponteland-tc.gov.uk 
 

 

Churchyard Rules 
The Churchyard rules and guidelines for St. Mary's Stamfordham, Holy Trinity Matfen and All Saints 

Ryal have been reviewed by the PCCs. The churchyard rules are quite detailed, and largely determined by 

the Diocese of Newcastle. They are needed because a churchyard is a public space which is used by many 

people.  

We know how important it is to have a place to mourn someone you have loved. It’s natural to want to 

make your loved ones grave personal. But what one person finds beautiful and consoling, someone else may 

find intrusive and distressing. The rules aim to ensure that, as far as possible, the appearance of graves 

is acceptable to everyone and in harmony with the rest of the churchyard.  

You can find full copies of the rules and guidelines on the noticeboards of all three churches. Please note 

that mourners have always been encouraged to plant early spring bulbs on a grave and that fresh flowers 

have always been welcomed, if they are in a vase on the base of the headstone or in a purpose built vase 

which is part of the headstone.  "Private Gardens" have never been permitted and that planting in a grave 

or placing of pots on a grave is not allowed.   

In line with the global move to eradicate plastic, people are requested to have no plastic of any kind or 

artificial flowers and that from next summer, it is expected that all of the Rules and Guidelines will 

be followed and that there will be no planting in the ground or pots, other than early spring bulbs. 

Our churches and churchyards are open every day and we welcome all visitors.  Please help us to keep our 

churchyards looking beautiful and natural for all who visit. 

The PCCs of Matfen and Stamfordham Parish Churches.  
 

 

Neither Stamfordham Parish Council nor the editor 
endorses any advertisement in SC. No anonymous 
correspondence will be published or entered into. 
Any notices for the next edition should be sent to 
me by 1st December 2019, preferably using the SC 
email address, please.                              Gill Blissett 

                                                          
 

 

 

 

http://ponteland-tc.gov.uk/
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The Swinburne Arms & Village Shop 

31, North Side, Stamfordham, NE18 0QG 
Tel: 01661 886015    www.swinburnearms.com 

 

          Pop into the Shop or the Pub to find out about live bands playing  
           at The Swinburne Arms over the next few weeks and months…… 
                                      The shop opening hours are 
                                    Monday to Sunday: 7am - 1pm 
                       Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 3:00 - 5:30pm. 

                                                   (We are closed on Wednesday and Saturday afternoons)                          
We sell a wide range of household goods: Daily papers, some magazines, greetings cards, bread (loaves, baps, etc.), 

tinned goods and toilet rolls, toothpaste and soap, soft drinks and sweets, crisps, tea, coffee and milk, locally produced 
eggs, and many others. 

Call in to see our range of goods and remember us when you suddenly run out of that commodity which won’t wait 
until you next go to Ponteland or order the Tesco van! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

To enquire about hiring the village hall or sports 
pavilion please contact Charlotte Hancock via email 
at stamfordhamhall@gmail.com 
Further details on fees and hiring can be found on 
our website: stamfordhamvillagehall.co.uk 

 

 
 

HELPING THE HOMELESS - 
DESTINY STREETWORX CHRISTMAS APPEAL 2019 

 

Can you help someone who is homeless at Christmas by 
donating gifts for Christmas shoeboxes for both men and 
women? 
 
GIFT IDEAS include warm hats, scarves, gloves, socks, 
underwear as well as soft drinks, bottled water, crisps, 
biscuits, chocolate, granola bar, chewing gum, Greggs 
card. Toothbrushes, toothpaste, roll-on deodorant, wet 
wipes, hand sanitisers, nail clippers, hand warmers, 
paper tissues, combs, lip sol, mouth wash, soaps, hand 
cream, shampoo, shower gel. Female toiletries - as last 
year. 
 
This year as we moved recently to Corbridge from 
Stamfordham, I should be very pleased to collect any 
donations of Christmas gifts.  My new phone no is 01434 
634218. Otherwise they could be dropped off at our new 
home (phone beforehand) or left at Iain Nicholson & Co, 
5 West Road, Ponteland with Mrs Joanna Donaldson 
before the beginning of December please. 
 
Thank you very much indeed. 
 

Jacqueline Nicholson 
 

CARPET CLEANER FOR HIRE, CHEAP, LONG TERM HIRE 
We have a Rug Doctor Pro carpet cleaning machine, similar to the 
ones that you can hire from Tesco. We charge the same as Tesco 

do (£25 for 24 hours) but our hire is for 2, 3, or 4 days, no problem. 
Yes - that’s right: 

£25 for the hire period (Up to 4 days) 
Cleaning chemicals are not supplied but can be bought from Tesco, 

Homebase or online. We advise that you use the Rug Doctor 
chemicals to achieve the best results. We can supply the chemicals 

but at the Tesco cost. 
You pick up and return to Stamfordham. 

Full instruction given on collection. 
For further information, please phone Gary on 01661 886452. 

Thanks 
Do you have a tyre that needs blowing up with an air compressor? 
Bike, car, football etc. Bring it along to 27, Northside, anytime. 

I will sort it. A free service to my community. 
Thanks, Gary. 

 

 

http://www.swinburnearms.com/
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Our churches are historic buildings in need of constant upkeep and repair.  
It’s not always easy to ask for donations these days, so we’ve started using easyfundraising.  If you shop 

online, you could make your spending go further in support of Upper Pont Churches. 
 

It’s a really easy way to raise money to support these churches – you just use the easyfundraising site to shop 
online with more than 3,600 well known online stores like Amazon, Argos, John Lewis, ASOS, Booking.com, 
eBay, Boden, and M&S and when you make a purchase, the retailer sends us a free donation, at no extra cost 
to you.  
 

Make your Christmas shopping feel good!  Please visit our new easyfundraising page 
at https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/upperpontchurches/ and click ‘support us’. 

 

....Plus, if you sign up with the following link, easyfundraising will match the first £5 you raise for FREE!  
Visit: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/upperpontchurches/?invite=3SX5PF&referral-campaign=c2s   
You'll raise a FREE £5 donation every time you refer a supporter and they raise their first £5.    
 

You are warmly  invited  to 
THE   UPPER   PONT   DINING   CLUB   DINNER 

on 
WEDNESDAY 27th NOVEMBER   2019   AT   6.45 P.M. 

at 
THE   KEEPER’S   LODGE,   MATFEN   GOLF   CLUBHOUSE 

 

GUEST   SPEAKER 
JOHN PATERSON, DIRECTOR in  EGGER (UK) LTD’s  OPERATION : 

PRESENTS 
“EGGER (UK) LIMITED -  THE  OPERATION,  FROM  START  TO  FINISH” 
We will hear how the Hexham-based business runs a “closed loop” 
operation – from Sustainable Forestry, to Sawmill, to Timber Products, 
to Recycling, to Power Generation. This largest chipboard factory in 
the UK and Europe produces a range of timber products (not just 
chipboard) sufficient to fill 27,500 lorry-trailers annually!!  
 

Pre-Ordered, multi-choice 2-Course Meal £20.00 / Head 
REFUNDS only possible before 7.00 pm. on Monday, 25th November 

2019 
OR Better still, pass them on to a Friend!! 
Contact: Peter Lombard 01661-886 331 

Struan Wilson 01661-886 592 

 

VILLAGE HALL 
AUTUMN CLEAR UP 

SATURDAY 23RD NOVEMBER 
10AM TO 1PM 

PLEASE COME IF YOU CAN 
Any age, any talent, any time. 

Leaf sweeping, window cleaning, gutter clearing, weeding, 
etc 

Get as messy as you like!! 

REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED

 

 

  

 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/upperpontchurches/
http://t.e.easyfundraising.org.uk/r/?id=h2461b5a4,1904f10e,1919bf49&utm_source=adobecampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral-2019&utm_content=cause_engagement_engaged_raised_ref_20191006&origin=R1872&p1=upperpontchurches&p2=3SX5PF
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Unsure as to where to book your 

Christmas fayre meal? 

Here at the plough our Christmas fayre 

menu is available and we are now taking 

bookings. 

Starting on Friday 29th November up until 

Saturday 21st December, (excluding 

Sundays) 

Please contact us on the contacts below 

for more information and to book your 

table.  

Visit the website for a copy of our menu  

The Plough Inn, Stamfordham Road, NE180BG. 

 

01661853555 

The Plough Inn 

www.theploughstamfordham.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrate Christmas at 
The Plough. 

 

I would like to 

take this 

opportunity to 

correct 

current 

rumours 

regarding The 

Plough Inn. 

Please 

disregard any 

planning 

application you 

have seen, The 

Plough Inn in 

NOT closing. 

Thank you. 

 

Val Graham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cricket Club enjoyed a successful return to the West Tyne League first division following promotion in 2019.The gap in 
standard between the two local cricket divisions is substantial, so to pick up wins against 2019 champions Humshaugh 
amongst others secured a 10th place finish. 
The club continues to grow and pick up members. For the first time, we joined forces with Corbridge CC to enter a joint 
team into the Northumberland Midweek League - a superb opportunity to give those a chance to play when Saturdays 
prove a little tricky. 
The Junior Cricket again grew with roaring success in a weather-hit U9 series of All Stars sessions. This will be back again in 
2020, so keep an eye on the Club’s Facebook page for information. 
On that note, we seek volunteer(s) to help with the administration of our Youth Cricket. We’d be delighted to welcome on 
board a Mum or Dad of one of our All Stars who could have the opportunity to help grow this exciting offering of Youth 
Sport in Stamfordham. The work is minimal, but impact enormous! 
Looking ahead to 2020, the club looks forward to welcoming Uzair Matthews, who’ll be joining us for a season from Cape 
Town. A notable step in the right direction! Uzair will be playing for the club’s 1st XI & leading on the coaching for the All 
Stars, U11 & U13 teams next summer. He concludes his school exams in November 2019 & will travel to Northumberland 
for his ‘year out,’ arriving in April. 
We’re actively seeking players for 2020. Ability is irrelevant! If you’d like to get the pads back on, try a new sport or make 
the move to us from another club, we’d be delighted to hear from you. 
Our season finished up with another award. The West Tyne League Club of the Year was won in recognition of the vast 

improvements we made to the playing facilities & the continued work off the field. This was a great follow up to the 
Tynedale Sport Club of the Year award we won in 2019.  
For more information, visit Stamfordham Cricket Club on Facebook or Instagram.                                     Richie Gledson 
 

 

 


