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No. 236 March 2022 

Next deadline WEDNESDAY 30th March 2022  EMAIL: stamfordhamcommunicator@gmail.com  

This publication is mainly available in digital format. If you know of anyone who would like a 
paper copy, please email their name and address to: 

stamfordhamcommunicator@gmail.com 

Dates for your diary 
 
MARCH 2022 
Wednesday 2nd March – Ponteland u3a -Northumberland National Park Rescue by Dave Waters  
Saturday 5th March—Pop Up Café, Stamfordham Village Hall 
Wednesday 9th March—Stamfordham Women’s Institute 7.30pm, Village Hall 
Saturday 12th March—Biodiversity Breakfast—Church on the Green 9.30am  
Tuesday 15th March—Stamfordham Walking Group (to Horsley) 10:00am 
Wednesday 16th March—Music Making in The Swinnie at 8:00pm 
 

 

 Stamfordham Women’s Institute  

 Wednesday 9th March 7.30pm  

 in Stamfordham Village Hall 

 

 Dharma Simmons will talk and lead a session on Yoga and Mindfulness.   

 There will also be a  short talk by Maggie Bailey on Coping with Cancer. 

 All visitors are welcome to join us. 

 

POP UP CAFE  
SATURDAY 5th MARCH 

10am  -  3pm  
Breakfast 

Bacon or sausage butties 
Good coffee 
Pots of tea 

Lunch 
Homemade soups 

Toasties 
Homemade cake 

Scones 
Join your friends and enjoy a chat 

Buy: gift cards for Easter from Flamingo Paperie 
Honey and preserves 

mailto:stamfordhamcommunicator@gmail.com
mailto:stamfordhamcommunicator@gmail.com
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Dear Stamfordham Community 

 

It is with a heavy heart that I write to tell you all that I will be leaving our wonderful school and  

community at the end of this term. I am incredibly sad to even think about leaving as I have had the most 
amazing experience at Stamfordham Primary. I can say with complete honesty that Stamfordham families 
are the best I have ever met. I have been so happy here amongst you all; never a day has passed without 
laughter and joy. Hundreds of young people, many of whom are now adults, have passed through the SPS 
doors in the fifteen years I’ve been here and are now making their way in the world. It has been a privilege 
to get to know each and every one of them, to set them on the right path. We have children who are full of 
compassion, who care for one another and live out our virtues every single day. They make me extremely 
proud and I know they will all go on to do great things in later life.  

I have so many things to be grateful for; not many Head Teachers have the opportunity to get to know and 
work with an entire community. The warmth and respect we have shared has kept me going when times 
have been challenging. Your support, your kind words, your prayers and sincere smiles have meant so much. 
I cannot thank you all enough; without hesitation you took me in and made me feel welcome from the start. 
Knowing how difficult change can be you have made the experience at Stamfordham a joy. You have en-
gaged and voiced your opinions shared your concerns and worries, and I hope you have found that I have 
taken the time to listen and take on board what you have said. I will never say I get everything right all of the 
time but I do strive to do my very best.  

Although I am incredibly sad to be leaving I am excited about the future, and the next chapter. Of course, I 
also know I can move on to this next chapter in my life secure in the knowledge that Stamfordham Primary 
School is in the best place it has ever been. On a practical level, our fabulous governors have recruited a 
wonderful new Head Teacher, Miss Lynsey Briddock.  Lynsey is the right person and will safeguard our 
school for future generations. She is warm, enthusiastic and eager to start, and I am sure you will look after 
her in the early days and take her to your hearts, as you did me. 

I can’t really think about the reality of moving so will continue to do this job I love for a few more weeks with 
as much enthusiasm, energy and commitment as ever. Be aware that being an emotional person anyway, I 
am likely to weep at any moment so do not take it personally if the tears flow when speaking to you at any 
point in the next few weeks. It has been a joy to come into work each day and I will miss you all, my extend-
ed family, so much.  

With sincere thanks as always for your continued support and kindness, 

 

 

Claire McKinney 

Head Teacher. Stamfordham Primary School 
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Stamfordham Walking Group  

Date: Tuesday 15th March 

Meet: 10am at the Stone Cross on Stamfordham Green. 

March’s outing will be an 11-12km (approx. 7 miles) walk over fields, roads and tracks to Horsley. The plan is 

to take a couple of cars to Horsley for the return journey after lunch at The Hearth or The Lion and Lamb. 

If you would like to join us, please email or phone – sally.hutt64@gmail.com or 01661 886442 just so we 

don’t leave you behind and we ensure there are enough spaces in cars to get everyone home again! 

STORM ARWEN 
 

Northumberland County Council has set up a Review Group to examine its response and that of 
its partners to Storm Arwen. The review will look at the impact on communities and will make  
recommendations to ensure better preparedness for similar events in the future. The Group has 
invited submissions from a broad group , including Parish Councils as well as residents and  
businesses in the county, on their experiences during the storm and the multi-agency response 
to it including that of the County Council. 
  
If any resident or business owner within the parish wishes to make submissions to the Review 
Group, this can be done by writing to the County Council either by 
email to:nccstormarwenreview@northumberland.gov.uk or by post to Sean Nicholson, Scrutiny 
Co-ordinator, County Hall, Morpeth, NE61 2EF. Alternatively, you can get in touch with your   
Parish Council [Website: https://www.stamfordhamparishcouncil.org] 
  
Any submissions should be made by March 2022. 
  
Further information is available on the county Council website using the following link:         
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/News/2022/Jan/Storm-Arwen-review-gets-underway.aspx 
  
Ian Lawson 

mailto:sally.hutt64@gmail.com
mailto:to%3Anccstormarwenreview@northumberland.gov.uk
https://www.stamfordhamparishcouncil.org/
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/News/2022/Jan/Storm-Arwen-review-gets-underway.aspx
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*Your Village Hall Needs You* 

The Stamfordham Playing Fields and Village Hall Committee is taking part in the 

Community Action Northumberland (CAN) Village Halls Heritage Project funded by 

the Heritage Lottery. 

The purpose of the project is to: 

• Research the history of the Village Hall building. 

• Collect oral histories about the role village halls have played in local life. 

• Conserve and archive documents, photographs and artefacts currently held by the village 

hall, local residents and CAN.  

Where you Come In 

1. We are looking for any documents or photographs of the village hall/school (in its previous 

role) and events held there. 

Please let Sally Hutt, Ian Lawson or Charlotte Hancock know what you have. 

2. We are also looking to record, orally, the memories people have of the Hall as a school, the 

management of the Hall and/or events that have taken place using the Hall.  Please let us 

know if you would be willing to be interviewed about your memories. 

Thank you. 

                 Sally Hutt             -         01661 886442       -         sally.hutt64@gmail.com 
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THE POST OFFICE— THURSDAYS  
                                        11.00AM—1.00PM  

 
Please note the following rules when visiting the Post Office             
• Wear a mask the whole time you’re in the hall 
• Use the WEST ROOM ENTRANCE to enter 
• Sanitise your hands on entering –               
• sanitiser dispenser is on the wall in the entrance lobby 
• Use Post Office 
• Leave by the West Room entrance 

All services you would normally find available at a full time Post Office will be  
provided. Cash withdrawals can be made from most bank accounts.  
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Ponteland u3a 
 

Meetings and talks at St Mary’s Parish Centre 
are held on the first Wednesday of each month  

at 2pm. 
 

Our next talk will be: 
 

2nd March – Northumberland National Park 
Rescue by Dave Waters  

 

We welcome enquiries from anyone wishing to 

join Ponteland u3a - please call the membership 

secretary on 01661 824953 

Ponteland Health Walks      
Meet every Tuesday at 10.30am  

outside Ponteland Leisure Centre 

The free walks take 60 to 90 minutes on 
local footpaths. A good opportunity to walk 
safely, improve fitness and make new 
friends. Assistance dogs only please.  

Contact: Gordon Allan 

on 07936 135469 for more information 

or just turn up, no notice required. 

Sir Thomas Widdrington (Educational) Trust   Registered Charity Number 505778 
STUDENTS CRITERIA 

Grants for educational purposes may be available to students under the age of 25 who are resident in the area com-
prising the parishes of Stamfordham, Belsay, Capheaton and Matfen or have a parent or parents so resident or who 

have at any time attended as a pupil at a school in Stamfordham or Belsay who are in need of financial assistance 
towards the costs of their education. 

Please obtain an application form from Mr Ian Lawson at the address below or by emailing him. The Trustees will 
consider your application and, if appropriate, a grant may be made. Applications received by 30th June 2022 will be 

considered at the Trustees meeting 25th July 2022. 
13 South Side, Stamfordham, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE18 0PB 

ianphiliplawson@hotmail.co.uk  

mailto:ianphiliplawson@hotmail.co.uk
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Knitting Project for 2022 

South Elkington WI made this Christmas tree as part of a 

local festival. After Christmas, the hats will be  distributed to 

those who need hats. 

To follow this example, we will need hats knitted or cro-

cheted in green yarn-any shade, any design. Pom poms are 

available to decorate the top and donations of completed 

hats or green yarn can be made in the knitting project box 

to be found in St Mary’s Church, Stamfordham or Holy Trin-

ity Church, Matfen. 

 

FOR SALE 

 

3 seater sofa by Kirkdale 

Creamy white washable covers 

New seat pads 

Great as an extra bed! 

Donation to SPH&VH 

Call: Charlotte 886206 

 

Music Making  

The Swinburne Arms 

Wednesday 16th March 

8.00pm 
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• £5 could enable Sight Loss Advisers to answer a call to the Helpline 

• £20 could enable get helpful, tailored and friendly daily living advice 

• £50 could help someone get the support so that they can face the future with confidence 

So keep on saving those stamps, not just at Christmas time, but all year long too, it really does 

make a difference. 

There is a collection box on Lord Stamfordham’s Desk, St Mary the Virgin Church.  Or if you wish 

just pop them through the letterbox at 34 Grange Road, or if you would like me to collect, just call 

886493.  Huge thanks again, Anne Williams 

Well done, I’ve received more 

stamps than ever before 

           THANK YOU SO MUCH! 

And talking of stamps, did you know that these 1st and 2nd class stamps are going to become  

unusable after 31st January 2023.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

However if you have a stock of the old style stamps you can fill out a “Swap Out” form on Royal 

Mail’s website from 31st March 2022, then post the stamps back and they will swap them.   

Unfortunately you won’t be able to do this at a Post Office.  

So check all your drawers or make sure you use them by 31st January 2023. 

More information: www.royalmail.com/sending/barcoded-stamps 

That’s because Royal Mail is moving to a new system using barcodes.  

If you use the old stamps after 31st Jan 2023 they will not be valid and 

you will have to pay a surcharge. 

 The new stamps will look like this this→ 

Be aware telephone fraud is on the rise 

Callers may say they are your bank, the police, HMRC, Microsoft etc.  Banks will NEVER... 

 Ask for details like passwords, PINs or identify/respond codes 

 Tell you to move money to another account 

 Ask you to carry out a test transaction online 

Even if the number looks like a genuine one, be alert and never give out your personal  

information to callers.  
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The Editor does not endorse any advertisement in SC.  
No anonymous correspondence will be  

published or entered into. Any notices for the next edition should be sent to me by 
Wednesday 30th March 2022 using the SC email address, please.       

                                                                                                                                                      Gill Blissett 
                                                         

 

Thank you again to those who made 

donations to the Stamfordham Communica-
tor. This has allowed us  
to print a few copies and deliver to those 
who don’t receive a copy via email. 
 

Advertisers and supporters: 
You can now make your donation via online 
banking: 
Account name:  
Stamfordham Communicator      
Account no: 38135868   Sort code: 30-91-91 

Gill Blissett, 26 North Side, Stamfordham, 
NE18 0QG 

Stamfordham Oil Buying 

Group 

Orders will need to be in by the end 

of the month i.e. 31st March for 

delivery in early April  

Please also remember that orders 

should be sent to both Steve Noble 

(consultsnoble@aol.com tel. 886223) 

and Roy Hollis 

(royanhollis@gmail.com tel. 886343). 

You will always receive an 

acknowledgement from one of us. 

Stamfordham Parish Council  
There  are vacancies on the Parish Council so if you are interested, please email your details to  

The Clerk, Claire Miller, at  
clairemillerparishclerk@hotmail.co.uk 

GILCHESTERS ORGANIC FLOUR—NEW PRICE LIST  

Please email your order to:  

Teresa Holywell  

teresaholywell@hotmail.com  
 

by FRIDAY 11th March 2022  

Gilchesters flour size 
Website 

price 

Reduced 
Price 

White 1.5 kg £3.00 £2.55 

White 3 kg £6.00 £5.10 

Wholemeal wheat 1.5 kg £2.80 £2.35 

Wholemeal wheat 3 kg £5.60 £4.70 

Pizza 1.5 kg £3.10 £2.60 

Pizza 3 kg £6.20 £5.20 

Rye 1.5 kg £2.90 £2.50 

Rye cracked 1.5 kg £2.50 £2.10 

Spelt 1.5 kg £3.60 £2.55 

Spelt 3 kg £7.20 £6.10 

Emmer 1.5 kg £3.75 £3.30 

Einkorn 1.5 kg £3.75 £3.30 

    

mailto:consultsnoble@aol.com
mailto:royanhollis@gmail.com
mailto:clairemillerparishclerk@hotmail.co.uk
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          Heather Hughes | Director 

h.hughes@homeinstead.co.uk |  

w: www.homeinstead.co.uk  t: 07786 968080 

I am a local employer, Home Instead. We are based in 

Hexham with clients along the Tyne Valley. I am looking for 

local people who would like to work in care, to support my  

clients in their own homes. 

We offer full training and a competitive salary. If interest-

ed, please call or email. 

Sycamore Counselling Service, Hexham  

The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted us in ways that we would not have expected. Our 
lives have changed considerably and the past months have presented many challenges for 
us all. 

We are a charity running a counselling service that see clients face to face, on Zoom and 
by telephone - and our professionally qualified counsellors would be happy to support you 
towards better mental wellbeing. 

We cover areas such as anxiety, depression, bereavement, stress and many others. 

We offer a donations-based service in the hope that excellent counselling will be available to all. 

Please visit our website www.sycamorecounselling.com or our Facebook page @sycamorecounsellingservicehexham 
or call 07939 49 30 30 to find out more about us, or to make an     initial appointment. 

Jenny Tabori – Manager. Charity No: 1179039 

mailto:h.hughes@homeinstead.co.uk
http://www.homeinstead.co.uk/
http://www.sycamorecounselling.com
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NORTHUMBRIAN FIREWOOD 
Suppliers of HARDWOOD LOGS 

Seasoned Firewood 
 

£60.00 per Dumpy Bag         
£3.50 per bag for Kindling Sticks 

 
FREE DELIVERY - AVAILABLE ALL YEAR ROUND 

01661 852501   07776 384650 
 info@northumbrianturf.co.uk 

Graham Herford 

DIY/HANDYMAN 

Some garden work undertaken. 

If you need help with anything please call.  

Small jobs also welcome. 

Graham Herford, Fenwick Lodge, Stamfordham, 

NE18 0QR 

01661 886882 

07834 608751 

Email: graham.herford@btinternet.com  

 

PAUL ARMSTRONG 

GARDEN SERVICES 

AND 

PEST CONTROL 

WASPS NESTS ELIMINATED!! 

PROFESSIONAL FAST AND EFFI-

CIENT SERVICE GUARANTEED… 

CALL PAUL ON 07901997071 

mailto:info@northumbrianturf.co.uk
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Follow  
Stamfordham  

@StamfordhamMatters 
@StamfordhamVillageFayre 
@StamfordhamVillageHall&PlayingF
ields 
@StamfordhamCricketClub 
@MatfenVillage 
@UpperPontChurches 
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Stay connected to your community 
 

Are you living with sight difficulties and finding it hard to read the local newspaper?  Perhaps you know a 
relative or friend who is visually impaired who might enjoy listening to  local news?  
 

The Tynedale Talking Newspaper (TTN) sends out a free audio recording of local news each week, courtesy 
of the Hexham Courant. Every month there is also a new recording of The Tynedale Talking Magazine or 
The Northumbrian.  
 

Recordings arrive by post on a USB memory stick which can be listened to on a computer or Smart TV. No 
computer? No problem. TTN also has easy-to-use audio players to loan out to people who are not on the 
internet. 
 

To find out more please contact Ed, the Registrar, on 07400 096937 or www.ttnweb.uk or check out       
Facebook. 

TTN is a charity (1034087 ) run entirely by local volunteers. 

http://www.ttnweb.uk

