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Next deadline strictly: Fri 22nd Sept 2023 EMAIL: stamfordhamcommunicator@gmail.com

This publication is mainly available in digital format. If you know of anyone who would like a paper
copy, please email their name and address to:

stamfordhamcommunicator@gmail.com

Dates for your diary

September 2023

1 Sept - Frosty’s Fish & Chips

8 Sept - WI Domino Drive

13 Sept - WI Bead Craft at Village Hall

14 Sept - Talk : Gardens Great & Small 7pm Village Hall

17 Sept - Cyclone Cycling (Beaumont Trophy & Curlew Cup)
19 Sept - Walking Group : Meet 10am at The Cross

19 Sept - Crafty Meet Up : The Swinburne 7pm

23 Sept - “Bang Up at the Elephant” Fools Gold 7.30pm Village Hall
27 Sept - Pub Quiz Swinburne 8pm

30 Sept - Crafty Reivers 10-4 West Room

Every Tuesday - Stamfordham Art Group, Village Hall 10am-12.30pm
Every Tuesday - Yoga Flow & Meditation Village Hall 7pm £7

Every Wednesday - Karate, Village Hall 6.30pm and 7.30pm

Every Thursday - Dance for Children 4pm Village Hall

Forthcoming events

October 2023
10th Oct - Holiday Club Extra
14th Oct - Oktoberfest

November 2023

4th Nov - Annual bonfire and
fireworks

18th Nov - Comedy night with
Steffen Peddie

m No Pop Up Café this month

But there will be delicious home made

cake served at

Stamfordham _ ]
POp-Up Cafe The Cyclone Challenge Ride Café

On Sunday 17th September

Stamfordham
Pop-Up Cafe

Stamfordham Women’s Institute

Bead Craft (Rosarama Beads)
Wednesday 13th September 2023

Competition: Members own efforts
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STAMFORDHAM Wi

iz DOMINO .

“s DRIVE  ~7-
Stamfordham Village Hall

Friday 8" September 2023
7.00pm
£5- includes

Cream Scones and a Cuppa

Would you please ring Caroline Reynolds on
01661 886855 to confirm numbers



Being the most singular entertainment,

presenting songs, their curious tales with
projected visuals - audiences are cordially
invited to partake and participate!

e
i\ s
Fools Gold returns to Stamfordham Village Hall with
‘Bang Up at the Elephant’ &6~
|\ 4):9
Qg’ A night of story, song and interaction GO/
Qp SATURDAY 23rd SEPTEMBER at 7.30pm l‘fq o 4’6‘
Bar and nibbles 7:/
£10 a seat

Call Charlotte Hancock on 01661 886206 or email charlotte65hancock@gmail.com
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_ n Rural Northumberland

o

www.energyadvicenorthumberland.org.uk

CAN (Community Action Northumberland) Energy Adviser service to continue
throughout next winter

We’re delighted to share the news our Energy Advice project has been awarded another 12
months of funding from the Energy Redress Trust. This means our Energy Advisers can continue
delivering their vital service through next winter and beyond.

The funding from the Energy Redress scheme allows us to support energy consumers in hard-to-
reach rural Northumberland who are disadvantaged through remote locations with no connection
to the gas grid and, in the case of 356 households, the electricity grid.

We know residents frequently struggle to access existing services and need additional support
from trusted community-based sources. The incidence of fuel poverty is huge with low incomes,
poor dwelling construction and cost of heating oil. The project was designed to build on our exist-
ing, trusted network of community-centred Warm Hubs as the focus for support and advice for the
long term.

To date, we’ve exceeded our project targets, having supported just over 3,000 households with a
mixture of light-touch advice at events, home visits, face-to-face appointments at community ven-
ues and telephone support. We have also provided over 4,000 small energy-saving measures to

over 700 households.

We look forward to continuing our work, especially over the coming winter as we face continued
high energy bills. To contact our Energy Advisers or find out more about the project:

energyadvicenorthumberland.org.uk

Page 4



https://ca-north.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5060a2022e1081d67bbdd9b3a&id=b1ff8d84fd&e=20a8838c91

cyclone

Festival of Cycling

Beaumont Trophy & Curlew Cup
Sunday 17th September and the village hall will be event HQ

Full information about the event can be found on the event website www.cyclonecycling.co.uk

If you think that you would like to help by baking or being on the catering team
please call

Charlotte on 01661 886206

Wool Crafting
In The Swinburne Arms
Stamfordham

19th September at 7pm

A crafty meet up in the Swinburne Arms one evening a month to share knitting and crochet ideas/
expertise. | can help those wanting to learn to crochet. (3rd Tuesday of the month)

Contact Sally Hutt on 886442 or sally.hutt64 @gmail.com

Swinburne Arms

Wednesday 27th September
8pm start - Teams of up to 6 people - £2 per person

1st and 2nd prizes and the ‘3rd prize’ is donated to a local charity or village cause

&
% \% FROSTY’S FISH & CHIPS
74

FROSTY'’S Friday 1st September 4.30 - 7.00pm
S
15 . 0% You can pre-order by phoning 0739 398 7130
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Gardens

Great
and Small

Dick Bolton will be back for
his next fascinating talk at
Stamfordham Village Hall.

This time he will be sharing
about interesting UK gardens,
including some in
Northumberland.

14th September 7pm

£5pg toinclude refreshments
To book tickets please email
susanboltoné58@gmail.com

Any funds raised will be for
St. Mary's Church
Development Fund

Stamfordham Walking Group ¢ ¢+ ¢ t ¢ ¢

Tuesday 19th September
Meet at The Cross at 10:00am

Please contact Sally for further details: Email or phone — sally.hutt64@gmail.com or 01661 886442

Stay connected to your community

Are you living with sight difficulties and finding it hard to read the local newspaper? Perhaps you know a

relative or friend who is visually impaired who might enjoy listening to local news?

To find out more please contact Ed, the Registrar, on 07400 096937 or www.ttnweb.uk or check out
Facebook. TTN is a charity (1034087 ) run entirely by local volunteers.
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Another successful
STAMFORDHAM HOLIDAY CLUB!!

With the generous support of both faithful old timers and first-time helpers, the amazing financial
support of the Widdrington Trust and a grant from the National Lottery fund (for resources, se-
cured for us by the Village Hall Committee) together with the fantastic resources of Stamfordham
Village Hall, and Stamfordham Uniting Church, we have just enjoyed another wonderful Stamford-
ham Holiday Club. Over the three days we welcomed 39 youngsters and appreciated the help of 6
wonderful young leaders from the village, all ex Holiday-Clubbers. Amazing!

The club days were filled with fun, laughter and creativity as the children and young people heard
stories from the Bible and considered their relevance to their own lives. They made all sorts of
crafts, played games, enjoyed being with old friends, made new ones and, of course, survived the
famous holiday club challenges!

A highlight for the teen group was a BBQ and games, sadly inside due to the rain, led by a newcom-
er to Stamfordham Holiday Club, Sarah from the SU sports team. Other high spots were the after-
noon wide game session and our famous beach trip — dry if not warm! Favourites with the younger
group were the drama and craft sessions and our daily music session with Kathy Anderson —some-
thing which parents got a chance to share in and enjoy at our family BBQ.

A Date for your Diaries

So, what now? Normally it is a long wait until the next summer but after the success of last year’s
Holiday Club Extra sessions we plan to continue them with our first,

Holiday Club Extra session planned for after school on Tuesday 10th October

Get the date in your diary and we will send out further details closer to the time.
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5 minutes with the new
landlord of
The Swinburne Arms

What's your name and where do you come from?

I’'m Tom and I'm originally from North Shields.

Welcome to Stamfordham, Tom. What brings you here?

The Swinburne! A friend knew | was looking for a pub and told me the Swinburne Arms in Stamfordham was up
for lease. | said where's Stamfordham? “Down the road from Matfen.” And where’s that? “Up the road from
Ponteland.” So, | came and met Bob and chatted shop, then came up a couple more times, had a chat with a
couple of the lads. | liked the pub and thought I'd have a go! | moved in on 31t May, which seems like forever
ago now.

So your background is in the pub industry?

Yes, for the last 10 years, mainly down at the coast but I've done bits in the city centre as well.

What do you like about the pub trade?

There's never a dull moment, it's free entertainment for the person behind the bar!

Any first impressions of the village?

There always seems to be something going on, and everyone who's come in has been really pleasant and wel-
coming. I've always wanted a pub away from the coast or town.

What can we expect from the Swinburne with Tom in charge?

Hmmmmmm. That is a good question (silence). I'd like to enter the pub (well, Dick) into Northumberland in
Bloom next year. I've seen photos of how it's looked over the last few years and I'd love Dick to get some recog-
nition for what he does.

| want to improve the wine selection. Once I've worked my way through the stock that's left, I'm planning a wine
and cheese night, so customers can taste a range of wines and give feedback.

It'd be good to expand the Leek Club and get some new members in — more of the community and some
younger members — and invite along the charities who benefit.
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IR | f Cid I Maureen Bain was a stalwart of North East road and track

- racing for nearly sixty years who passed away on 14th March
2011. In her many years in the sport she epitomised the
term ‘Unsung Hero’ such is the lack of her list of major
achievements, but the many years of unstinting dedication to
the sport is appreciated by more and those further away than
she ever knew.

Maureen’s baby, aside from her daughters Denise, Valerie and her beloved grandchildren was the Tour of
the Border, also known as The Easter 4 Day, which she organised for 60 years continuously from 1954 on-
wards. It was Britain’s longest running stage race and an event that Maureen was fiercely proud of and one
that she organised from the third edition. Even the near total closure of some of Northumberland’s finest
roads in 2001 failed to stop the progress of the 4 Day, despite the Foot and Mouth disaster being only some
2 months old. It was virtually the only road event on countrywide that weekend.

For many years, through the late seventies, eighties and early nineties especially, she was the North East’s
only Chief Commissaire, sometimes attending weekend and mid-week road events and Monday night Track
Leagues.

Very few riders ever had the nerve to question Maureen’s decisions when she commissaired a race. Despite
several attempts to train someone to at least take the week-in, week-out pressure away, there was little pro-
gress until 2003 when despite her at times fragile health, she resisted attempts to, in her words ‘Pension me
off’ and insisted on doing her fair share. Over the years she held several posts in the old NE Division including
Divisional Road Race Secretary, Treasurer and in latter years NE Regional President.

Maureen survived her husband Stan who was a very talented rider and was picked for the 1948 Olympics in
London. Stan rode to and from London to take part in the Olympics. Together they had a building business
based in Darras Hall and started building houses in Darras Hall in the late 40’s and built many houses there.
They used to build one and live in it until they built the one next door and then move into that one. Stan died
in the 1990’s by which time they had moved to the farm that is at the top on the hill between Stamfordham
and Dalton. They moved there because of their daughter Denise who had horses.

In 1998 she was awarded the BC Gold Medal and in 2001 she added the Sport England Volunteer Award to
her mantelpiece. Many of the races that Maureen organised including the Tour of the Border and the Belling-
ham 2 day finished on the Heugh just outside Stamfordham.

The local clubs donated money after her death to a memorial seat and this now is situated on the Heugh next
to the finish line for many races. The seat has recently been restored and vegetation cut back as it was falling
into disrepair. By Peter Harrison

Stamfordham Bonfire & Fireworks

Saturday 4th November : Annual bonfire & fireworks ) ), /) WL
Saturday 18th November : Comedy night, Steffen Peddie returns with his one man show

Keep an eye on the Fireworks facebook page. Get in touch stuwilsonrallying@googlemail.com
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Perspectives Men’s Breakfast

P E R S P E C I V ES Saturday 30" September at 8.30 to 10am

HRISTIAN VISION

Hexham Abbey Priory Building (above the Refectory Café). English breakfast costs £12.
More information and booking details at: perspectivescvfm.org.uk

Title: ‘Figuring it out’
Speaker: Mark Nicholson is Chief Finance Officer at Newcastle City Council. Mark is also involved with
men’s work and leading a home group at Jesmond Parish Church.

4 ™\
Lee Browell
YOUR EAR PRACTITIONER

CONTACT

07977 777 024

EMAIL
northubriaearcare.co.uk

TO ARRANCE AN APPOINTMENT
FOR ONLY £65

IN THE COMFORT OF
YOUR OUN HOME,
INCLUDING A FREE HEARING TEST.
EAR WAX SYMPTOMS
» DIZZINESS * BLOCKED EARS ACCREDITED BY:
» EAR ACHE o ITCHY EARS (D TYympaHEALTH
\_ NORTHUMBRIAEARCARE ’/

Thank you again to those who made donations to the Stamfordham Communicator. This has allowed us to

print a few copies and deliver to those who don’t receive a copy via email.
Advertisers and supporters You can now make your donation via online banking:-

¢ Account name: Stamfordham Communicator
¢ Account no: 38135868
¢ Sort code: 30-91-91
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Charlotte Straker

Care according to need

. Call us now on
01434 633 999
for hourly costs
and availability

Day Care Service

Charlotte Straker House, Corbridge

We are the number one choice for those looking for additional daily
care for individuals over 65 years. Our quality care home has a
welcoming, friendly atmosphere with bespoke personal support, a
stimulating activities programme and delicious home cooked meals.

(v} Care available between the hours of 10am to 4pm
v} Bespoke personal care and support

(v} Activities programme and therapies

v} Delicious meals and all refreshments

01434 633 999 | www.charlottestraker.org.uk | office@charlottestraker.org.uk
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THE POST OFFICE
THURSDAYS
11.00AM—1.00PM

All services you would
normally find available
at a full time Post Office
will be provided.

Cash withdrawals can
be made from most
bank accounts.

Crafty Reivers

meet on Saturdays in the West Room of Stamfordham Village Hall from 10am to 4pm

Dates for 2023
30th Sept 28th Oct

* 25th Nov 23rd Dec

T
k 4

All crafters welcome. Bring a packed lunch and your chosen craft. This is a supportive self-help group.

Cost £3 to members and £6 for visitors to cover room hire and refreshments. Sue Parker
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Ponteland u3a

Tyne Valley Foot Care

Foct caren ihe comeort oL yOUr oW iomme Meetings and talks at St Mary’s Parish Centre

are held on the first Wednesday of each month
at 2pm.

* General foot care * Corn removal * Foot
* Nails trimmed * Fungal infections healthcare
* Thick nails reduced * Verrucatreatment  advice for

* Callus reduction * Ingrowing toenails  diabetics Our next meeting will be:

Karen McCarthy S.A.C. Dip.
Registered Foot Health Practitioner

Email: tynevalleyfootcare@gmail.com

Telephone: 07841 511674

Wednesday 6th September
Victorian Customs and Superstitions
by Nick Johnson

from 2pm

STAMFORDHAM ART GROUP We welcome enquiries from anyone wishing to

join Ponteland u3a - please call the membership
secretary on 01661 824953

Meets every Tuesday in the village hall

from 10.00am to 12.30pm

®/
®

Exercise & Entertainment
for Your Dog
Group and Solo Country Walks
Twilight Dog Walks
Home Visits / Pet Sitting
Luxury Home Boarding

Contact: Andrew Banfield email

AHBanfield@icloud.com

spottydogservices.co.uk
spottydogservices@outlook.com
n Spotty Dog Services

Caroline 07778 022 987

Veronica Jones, who is the County Councillor

for Stamfordham, Matfen and the other sur-

rounding villages, attends the Pop-Up Café to . .
Stamfordham Oil Buying Group

hear any concerns or issues about County Coun-

cil matters from residents, and would be de- Orders taken up to the end of the previous month, i.e.

lighted to meet you. If you need to contact Ve- |l for October, orders should be placed by 30th Sept.

ronica you can email her:
Please remember that orders should be sent to both

Veronica.Jones@northumberland.gov.uk Peter Reynolds (oil@bluebark.com tel: 886855) and

Roy Hollis (royanhollis@gmail.com tel. 886343). You
H Northumber]and will always receive an acknowledgement from one of

County Council

us.
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The Editor does not endorse any advertisement in SC. No anonymous correspondence will be published or
entered into. Any notices for the next edition should be sent to me by

Friday 22nd September 2023 via email to stamfordhamcommunicator@gmail.com

| am sorry to say | cannot accept anything after this date, if you send something it will go into the
following month’s edition. Emergency notification emails only will be sent from the Communicator

email account.

Thank you, Anne Williams

Ponteland Health Walks
Meet every Tuesday at 10.30am

outside Ponteland Leisure Centre

The free walks take 60 to 90 minutes on local foot-
paths. A good opportunity to walk safely, improve
fitness and make new friends.

Assistance dogs only please.

Contact: Gordon Allan
on 07936 135469 for more information

or just turn up, no notice required.

Follow
Stamfordham
on Facebook!

@StamfordhamMatters
@StamfordhamVillageFayre
@StamfordhamVillageHall&PlayingFields
@StamfordhamCricketClub
@MatfenVillage

@UpperPontChurches
@StamfordhamBonfireFireworks
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West Farm Boarding Kennels and Cattery

Open all year round, including Christmas and New Year, the exception
is my annual holiday, one week for Appleby Horse Fair ( 31st May 2020 -
10th June 2020)

Small Dogs £10.00 per day
Large Dogs £12.00 per day
XLarge Dogs £16.00 per day
Cats £7.00 per day.

These prices include; all food, walks, private use of the outdoor run, pick
up and drop off if required.
Drop off and pick up times are very flexible.

We come highly recommended, please see facebook for our reviews and
rotings

Contact
Christine Green 07719 379921
West Farm
Ponteland
Northumberland
NE20 0DB

Find us on & West farm boarding kennels and cattery

bl el L7
LRk &
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Available in Stamfordham, Matfen and

surrounding villages

Experienced with children (I have my own!). I am also a trainee nurse.

Please contact: Rachel Paynton on 07894 732 223 for availability and costs.

References available on request

Town and Country Canine

Heather Hughes | Director

Town and Country Canine is a fully insured, professional and reliable pet care
service, Providing dog walking in a group $o your pet can play, make friends, be well
rounded and socialised or individual walks are also available. Not forgetting home

visits for puppies, cats and small pets. | have over 7 years experience as 3
professional dog walker and understand how important your pets are and meeting
their daily needs when busy schedules take over or due to work, iliness, injuries or
just when we need an extra pair of hands.

» Dog walking - in a group or individually

» CatVisits

» Puppy visits and socialisation

» Small animal care

» Dog Training

7 Vet visits & Grooming appointments

If we can help contact us: 07983619615

e: h.hughes@homeinstead.co.uk

w: www.homeinstead.co.uk

t: 07786 968080

| am a local employer, Home Instead.

> We are based in Hexham with clients along the Tyne
Valley. | am looking for local people who would like to
work in care, to support my clients in their own
homes.

We offer full training and a competitive
salary.

If interested, please call or email.

M

/, :
| A8

ROOFING CONTRACTORS

Friendly and Rédiable Service
Slates, Tiles, Flat Roofs, Guttering & Lead Work
Over 30 years experience
No job too BIG or too small

Contact Michael Kober
0 07974 714996

Suppliers of HARDWOOD LOGS

Seasoned Firewood

£80.00 per Dumpy Bag
£4.50 per bag for Kindling Sticks

FREE DELIVERY - AVAILABLE ALL YEAR ROUND

B 01661 852501 & 07776 384650

info@northumbrianturf.co.uk
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OF TEC REGISTERED

Plumbing & Heating
Friendly, local and trustworthy.
Local references available.

Oil bailer service
Burst pipes

Aga service
Bathroom fiting

Contacts with other tradesmen for
a smooth & reliable service
Free estimates

Pleasering David on E 07793 229854

WYLAM
-~S

077378919352

STEPHEN LAVERY

Jeff Wales

Mulberry Heating
Oil Fired Boiler Specialist

07717 883239
jeff@ewalesogle.co.uk

Oil Boiler Service & Repair
Oil Boiler & Tank Installations

)
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Sycamore Counselling Service

Hexham

The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted us in ways
that we would not have expected. Our lives have
changed considerably and the past months have

presented many challenges for us all.

We are a charity running a counselling service that
see clients face to face, on Zoom and by telephone -
and our professionally qualified counsellors would
be happy to support you towards better mental
wellbeing.

We cover areas such as anxiety, depression, be-
reavement, stress and many others.

We offer a donations-based service in the hope that
excellent counselling will be available to all.

Please visit our website
www.sycamorecounselling.com or our Facebook

page @sycamorecounsellingservicehexham or call
07939 49 30 30 to find out more about us, or to
make an initial appointment.

Jenny Tabori — Manager. Charity No: 1179039

AJS Landscaping

Team

We offer gardening services
contact Lewis Miller:
tel: 7508 333394
or email:

ajslandscapingteam@gmail.com



http://www.sycamorecounselling.com

* All types of chimneys swept -
open fires, stoves, gas fires &
Rayburns/Agas
* Stoves Serviced
* Bird Nest Removal

gt Insurance Recognised Certification

Your Flrst Call For A Clean Sweep
Please call Simon: 0191 268 3147 or 07595 622 020

w:www.premierchimneysweepingservices.co.uk
e: premierchimneysweepingservices@gmail.com
Proud member of the Guild of Master Chimney Sweeps

STAMFORDHAM VILLAGE HALL @%
Thursday afternoons !

PAUL ARMSTRONG GARDEN

SERVICES
AND
PEST CONTROL
WASPS NESTS ELIMINATED!!
PROFESSIONAL FAST AND EFFICIENT SERVICE GUAR-
ANTEED...

JILL ERRINGTON THEATRE SCHOOL

SUITABLE FOR CALL PAUL ON 07901997071

BOYS AND GIRLS AGED 2&

Graham Herford

DIY/HANDYMAN

Some garden work undertaken

If you need help with anything please call. Small jobs also welcome.
Graham Herford, Fenwick Lodge, Stamfordham, NE18 OQR

01661 886882 / 07834 608751 Email: graham.herford@btinternet.com
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¢ CONTACT-FREE COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE ¢
o DEALER LEVEL SERVICING TO MAINTAIN YOUR WARRANTY
e TYRES | BATTERIES | EXHAUSTS o
¢ AIR CONDITIONING INCLUDING THE NEW TYPE R1234YF ¢
¢ DIAGNOSTICS ¢
e ALL MAKES AND MODELS REPAIRED o
¢BOOK ONLINE OR VIA SOCIAL MEDIA«

Throckley
Lloyds

Quicksilver = =
WE ARE HERE _

urol St

www.tmcgarage.co.uk

Callus: 0191 267 8322
Or email: info@tmcgarage.co.uk

Just
mortgage and

protection advice

v First Time Buyers v Debt Consolidation
v House Purchases v  Buy To Let®
v Remortgage v  Life Insurance
v Capital Raising v Critical lliness Cover
v Self Employed v Income Protection For a no obligatior‘l appointl‘l‘lal‘l‘t at atime
v Let ToBuy® v  Buildings & Contents Insurance .

v anas s to suit you, please talk to me now on 0800
v Help to Buy v Accident Sickness &
v Shared Ownership Unemployment Cover 002 9841.
v Self Build mortgages *Some buy to ket and et to buy mortgages ane not

regulated by the Financal Conduct Authority.
f Victoria Matthewson
THINK CAREFULLY BEFORE SECURING OTHER DEBTS AGAINST 10";{!5 victoria.matthewson@justmortgages.co.uk
YOUR PROPERTY. YOUR PROPERTY MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF www_just mortgages_co_u k
YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE. ke by
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