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Congratulations Tarsem!

Gwernymynydd resident Tarsem Singh Dhaliwal, CEO of
Iceland Foods, was awarded the Order of the British Em-
pire (OBE) in the 2025 New Year's Honours.

Mr Dhaliwal received the award for his services to the
Welsh economy, retail and charity.

As a trustee of the Iceland Foods Charitable Foundation,
which has given more than £30m to good causes since
1973, he has been actively involved in supporting fundrais-
ing for dementia, the environment, wellbeing and children.

The Foundation also supports the UK Sepsis Trust and

Prostate Cancer UK.
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WHAT'S ON AT THE VILLAGE CENTRE?
Find out at gwernymynydd.org.uk

FOR VILLAGE CENTRE BOOKINGS, PLEASE CONTACT:
Kelsey Reed: bookings@gwernymynydd.org.uk




VILLAGE CENTRE PRICES ARE RISING!

As many readers will know, the Gwernymynydd Village Centre (GVC) is a popular venue for a wide variety
of events. From bowls to bingo, football to fitness classes, and parties to pantomimes, the Centre is a hub
for the local community.

What people might be less aware of is the amount of money required to keep the building running.

Last year, on top of the regular checks, maintenance and servicing that must be carried out, the building’s
entire electrical system and exterior lighting were upgraded.

The cost of those works alone was nearly £6000. Roof and chimney repairs, and the sad but essential
felling of two willows, added a further £3000, taking the total running costs over a 12-month period to
more than £25000.

Not since 2017, when major renovations were supported by a grant from Flintshire County Council, has so
much money been spent on the building. In addition, some of the Village Centre’s fixed rate contracts for
utilities have ended, with new rates being significantly higher.

The Village Centre is managed by a group of trustees whose responsibilities
include safeguarding both the Centre’s funds and the future of the Centre.

In the light of the current financial pressures, the trustees have agreed that

hire prices will increase from 1 April this year.

Depending on the length of hire, the prices that clubs and other users pay will rise by between 11% and

14% of the 2023 fees. Whether individual clubs and groups pass on these increases to their members is,

of course, up to them, but do remember that the more the Centre is used, the more income it generates
and the easier it becomes to manage the financial situation.

So, if you already use the Village Centre, thank you! And if you don’t at present, please do! Maybe come
to a coffee morning, join a class, hold a party - every little helps - or join the group of trustees working to
keep the ship afloat.

Eric Davies, Editor, “in conversation” with Bridget Meadway, GVC Treasurer.

COULD YOU GIVE A RESCUED CAT A LOVING HOME?

New Hope for Forgotten Cats is a small non-profit cat rescue set up
to help stray, abandoned, lost and unwanted cats in Flintshire.

Across the UK, the Covid pandemic, the cost-of-living crisis, back-
yard breeding and increased vet costs have all contributed to a per-
fect storm, resulting in an unprecedented demand for rescue.

Since June 2024, New Hope for Forgotten Cats have rehomed 65
cats and kittens, with many more waiting for their forever homes.
All cats and kittens are fully vaccinated, microchipped and neu-
tered, and any prospective adopters are asked to make a donation
and required to have a home visit.

For more information, check out the New Hope for Forgotten Cats

Facebook page.
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Do you have a young child at home?

We offer Early Entitlement in our school for children the term after their third birthday and also offer 30
hours free childcare in our wrap-around provision of ‘Sunbeams’ which is located in Ysgol y Waun.

We are currently setting up a Parent / Baby / Toddler session each week; if you are interested in joining,
please contact the school office to be kept updated.

If you would like further information about Early Entitlement or school admissions get in touch with the
school office. For details about Sunbeams childcare please email Rachel on sunbeams171@outlook.com.

Anti-Bullying Award

We asked our children if they would like to nominate a staff member for an
award in recognition of the work they do in supporting children in terms of
bullying. They were all very keen to nominate Mrs Albrighton. Just before
Christmas we received the fantastic news that Mrs Albrighton had won the
Wales Primary School category of the Anti-Bullying Week 2024 School Staff
Award organised by the Anti-Bullying Alliance. This is the first time the

award has been won in North Wales. We are delighted to receive this recog-
nition of the exceptional support that Mrs Albrighton and our staff provide to our children in managing
behaviours and attitudes regarding friendships, disagreements and bullying.

Wonderful Welsh

Our topic ‘Be bold, be curious and be proud of your heritage’ fo-
cused on various aspects of the history of Wales. The Welsh Herit-
age Schools Initiative (WHSI) were running a competition, which we
entered by sending in our presentation of work from children.

The judges were particularly interested in the processes the chil-
dren had gone through, as the topic was taught through the use of 1

Be bold be eurious and
be proud of your
heritage!

‘Mantle of the Expert’, which is a dramatic-enquiry approach to

teaching and learning that catches the children's imagination and
makes learning meaningful and exciting.

Due to the enthusiasm the children showed, the judges could see
the impact of the project, how well they had all engaged, and the
extent to which the project had inspired and motivated them.

We were really pleased when the WHSI contacted us to say that our school had won. Building on this
with our Welsh language work, we were also awarded the Bronze Certificate for Cymraeg Campus which
recognises how we promote a strong Welsh ethos and use Welsh across the school.

We have many keen children, so if you feel there are ways we can work with the community,
please contact the school office on 01352 756756 or gmmail@hwbmail.net.



INDOOR BOWLS

The Bowls Club meets in the Village Centre every Thursday after-
noon at 2pm.

We play on a long green mat indoors, so there's no problem if

the weather’s bad.

It’s an easy game to play and a great way to enjoy good gentle
fexgrc_ise.

'-"Do-'h’ffworry if you haven't played before, as we’re always happy
to offer help and advice.

ave a stock of bowls, so you don't need to bring your own.

-The session is from 2-4pm, with a break around 3pm for tea or
: ‘,;’,v’_v\:_‘:,coffee and a biscuit.

We are very informal, so if you would like some company and a
chat just pop in on a Thursday afternoon and see if it is some-
thing you'd like.

There is normally a small charge, but your first visit is free.

If you would like more information, please phone or message
Alf on 07851 558552 or Ken on 07432 330506.

GWERNYMYNYDD COMMUNITY COUNCIL BINGO

Saturday 15th February, 2-4pm at the Village Centre.

Everyone welcome; bring your dabbers!
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WHERE INCLUSIVITY
STIMULATES POSSIBILITY.

WISP+

Ar gyfer
unigolion
16+ sy’n byw

For people living
with Additional

Sesiynau Dawns Oedolion hefo Anghenion Needs aged 16+

Ychwanegol

Adult Dance Sessions

Pob Dydd Gwener
yn Wrecsam
Fridays

in Wrexham
1-2yp/pm

@ Eglwys Fethodistaidd
Wrecsam

Wrexham Methodist
Church Hall

LL11 1RY

Pob Dydd Mawrth
yn Sir y Fflint
Tuesdays

in Flintshire
5.30 - 6.45 yp / pm
@ Canolfan Bentref
Gwernymynydd
Village Centre
CH7 4AF
Pris
£7y i neu gy
Price
£7 per session or £17 per month with an annual payment plan
Archebwch eich sesiwn blasu heddiw !
Book your free taster session today !
07942361052 / wispdance@gmail.com
i archebu, ffonio / tecstio / WhatsApp / ebost
phone / text /| WhatsApp / email to book

Ar gyfer sesiynau gwahanol...
For different sessions...

talu blynyddol £17 y mi

|

: .
Bl @ e www.wispdanceclub.com

BIN COLLECTIONS IN FEBRUARY AND MARCH
FLINTSHIRE - MONDAYS

3 February: Food Waste, Recycling

10 February: Black Bins, Food Waste, Recycling
17 February: Food Waste, Recycling

24 February: Black Bins, Food Waste, Recycling
3 March: Brown Bins, Food Waste, Recycling
10 March: Black Bins, Food Waste, Recycling
17 March: Brown Bins, Food Waste, Recycling
24 March: Black Bins, Food Waste, Recycling
31 March: Brown Bins, Food Waste, Recycling
Information taken from flintshire.gov.uk website.
DENBIGHSHIRE - WEDNESDAYS

At the time of writing, there was no information
for collections in Denbighshire beyond the end of
January on the denbighshire.gov.uk website.

If you run a local business, please consider supporting this newsletter by advertising with us.
For information, contact Eric Davies on 07759 162678 or by mailing eric@doodlydog.wales.

01824 707 003 / 07824 447 979

sales@harrisonmachinery.co.uk
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DoodlyDog

The WordPress
Website Specialist

I deliver high quality websites to small
businesses at affordable prices,
saving them from the pitfalls of DIY
web design and from the clutches of
unscrupulous web designers who
charge a lot but deliver little.

If your business deserves a
professional website that won't break
the bank, let's chat.

eric@doodlydog.wales
07759 162678

doodlydog.wales

Domains, Hosting, Design,
SEO, Aftercare, DIY Support.




Advertisement feature

“Our top 5 tax-saving tips for 2025!

The New Year is the perfect time for a refresh. | like to use the first couple
of months of the year to add to and reassess my goals and make sure I'm
on track to reach them. Here are our top 5 tax-saving tips that can help
you reassess your financial goals and make the most of your money:

e 1. Check you're using all tax allowances and reliefs. Using what's available
to you Now could help you reduce your tax liability in other areas, such as Inheritance Tax.

. Check the current balances and interest rates of all your assets — do you know where
everything is and will it still cover you in an emergency?
3. Review all of your ongoing subscriptions and memberships, and make a call as to
whether they are worth keeping or not.
4. Set up a regular contribution into some form of medium- to long-term savings pot.
5. Arrange regular financial ‘health checks' with your adviser, to help keep you on track.

If you are interested in finding out which
tax allowances and reliefs are available to
you, please feel free to contact me on
katy.davies2@sjpp.co.uk or feel free

to say hello if you spot me around __K ZL Savings accounts are not available through
the village!” ace St. James's Place.

The levels and bases of taxation, and reliefs from
taxation, can change at any time and are generally
dependent on individual circumstances.

Visit hadlowedwards.co.uk E Ta E
or call us on 01978 31611 Y

(fMin] Of
Hadlow Edwards is a trading name of Hadlow Edwards Wealth Management Ltd.

Hadlow Edwards Wealth ﬁanagement Ltd is an Appointed Representative of and represents onl¥I St. James's Place Wealth Management plc (which is

]amess authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the group’s wealth management products and services,
Pl more details of which are set out on the group's website www.sjp.co.uk/products. The et James's Place Partnership' and the titles 'Partner' and 'Partner
ace Practice' are marketing terms used to describe St. James's Place representatives.
SJP Approved 07/01/2025

HADLOW
EDWARDS

Principal Partner Practice

HAFOD HEATING
HEATING AND PLUMBING
Install | Service | Repair

Hafod Heating located in Gwernymynydd, with
over 20 years of industry experience, offer ST EVE G RO COTT
technical heating and plumbing expertise
specialising in:
GENERAL BUILDER ¢ ROOFER

¢ Heating ¢ Landlord Certificates
¢ Plumbing ¢ Smart heating contrals * SLATING * TILING e FELT FIXING

e Servicing/repairs ¢ Installations e GENERAL GROUND WORK
e KERBS « SLABBING  BLOCK PAVING
¢ PIPEWORK ¢ ETC

Ex British Gas, we are qualified to work on
Gas, LPG & Oil. Contact us on:

3 Heol-y-Wern, Gwernymynydd,
Steve Williams: 07500 801819 or 07470 176711 Mold, Flintshire, CH7 4AH
Email: info@hafodheating.co.uk

Facebook: facebook.com/HafodHeating Tel/Fax: 01352 751013
Mobile: 07957 785281

Gas Safe & OFTEC
registered




