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Charity climb for life-giving water

Chris Hughes, son of the former Gwernymynydd and Nercwys councillor (and longstanding editor of this
newsletter) Kevin Hughes, is taking on the challenge of climbing Mount Kilimanjaro, the world’s highest
free-standing mountain, to raise funds for the charity Dig Deep.

Dig Deep aims to help provide clean water, good hygiene and sanita-
tion for over a million people living in Bomet County, in the Rift Val-
ley region of Kenya, by 2035.

Waterborne diseases remain one of the main killers of children un-
der five in this part of Kenya and time lost to sickness or long walks
to fetch water mean that children often miss school and communi-
ties lose vital income. Dig Deep’s vision is to ensure that every child
and their family within Bomet county benefit from lasting access to

clean water and safe toilet facilities by 2035.

Standing 5,895 metres (19,340 feet) above sea level, Mount
Kilimanjaro is the highest point in Africa and is located in Tan-
zania near the border with Kenya in East Africa.

In August this year, Chris and 22 other Dig Deep fundraisers will
attempt to reach the summit and return to their starting point
in seven days, walking at a pace which allows them to acclima-
tise to the altitude.

"I know that the climb will be a huge physical and mental chal-

lenge for me," says Chris, "but it's worth it to raise much need-

ed funds for the amazing work that Dig Deep are doing in Afri- Wa bellave/everyones Kas sfundamental

ca." right to access clean water, safe toilets
and good hygiene.

To support Chris in his fundraising effort and donate to Dig

Scan here to donate
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Find out more at

¥ www.digdeep.org.uk
Registered Charity No. 1148745

Deep, just scan the QR code opposite or visit digdeep.org.uk.

WHAT'S ON AT THE VILLAGE CENTRE?
Find out at gwernymynydd.org.uk

FOR VILLAGE CENTRE BOOKINGS, PLEASE CONTACT:
bookings@gwernymynydd.org.uk




COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING

Join us on the last Friday of each
month in the Village Centre,
10.00-11.30, for tea or coffee &
homemade cake (gluten-free &
dairy-free options available).
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CHRISTMAS LIGHTS COMPETITION

Gwernymynydd Community Council organised a Best Decorated House or Garden at Christmas
competition in the villages of Gwernymynydd and Cadole. Three judges took an hour and a half to
tour the many wonderful displays of Christmas lights in the community and, after much debate,
decided on three prize-winners:

1st - Fron Hall Lodge, Ruthin Road

2nd - 10 Godre'r Coed

3rd - Top Farm, Hafod Road
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Godre’r Coed, Gwernymynydd, CH7 4DT; tel: 01352 756756; email:
gmmail@hwbmail.net. Part of the Hafod Federation with Ysgol y Waun, Gwernaffield

Sensory room at Gwernymynydd

Many schools are seeing more children struggling with emotions due to the complexity of the world and
sensory overload. Research shows that creating calm, low-stimulation spaces helps children regulate effec-
tively.

With support from THE THOMAS HOWELL’S EDUCATION FUND FOR NORTH WALES, we have developed a
bespoke sensory room to provide a safe retreat when classrooms feel overwhelming. The new space ex-
ceeds expectations, offering sensory-rich experiences that promote emotional regulation, focus and well-
being.

Pupils engage in fine and gross motor activities using tactile resources, balance tools, and sensory equip-
ment, building their coordination and physical awareness. The room fosters curiosity about light, sound
and texture, encouraging exploration and understanding of sensory interactions. Integrated activities sup-
port maths through sequencing, patterns and spatial awareness, and literacy through storytelling and ex-
pressive language. This provision reflects our vision of an inclusive learning environment, enabling all chil-
dren to succeed.

Quotes from the children include: ‘The room is awesome and it is like my magic room’, ‘I just love the
sounds | can hear in there, they calm me down’ and ‘The lights let me relax and take away my worries’.

Developing independence and creativity
When we returned to school in January, all our children were given the opportunity to explore a topic of

personal interest rather than following the usual pre-planned class or school themes. To support this, staff
reminded pupils of the skills they had developed during the previous term. Children then selected their
own topic and completed tasks using their prior learning. This approach, introduced by a teacher who
trialled it last year, is called ‘Over To You Time’ - a time when teachers hand the learning over to the chil-
dren. For example, pupils created timelines, designed leaflets, wrote songs, built 3D models, and meas-
ured areas for their plans. Every classroom was buzzing with activity, with children applying taught skills to
study an area that truly interested them. At the end of the week, pupils shared what they had learned,
inspiring others in the process. We plan to repeat this throughout the year as it provides a wonderful op-
portunity for children to work independently, think creatively and take ownership of their learning. In just
one week, topics included space, animals, football, bees, flowers, horses, Disney and many more!



VILLAGE CENTRE UPDATE

In the December issue of this newsletter, we
appealed for people to fill the posts of caretak-
er and treasurer for the Village Centre.

Without those roles being filled, it was almost
inevitable that the Centre would not continue
to exist.

Thankfully, our appeal resulted in both posts being filled and so the future of the Village Centre is, for
now, assured.

That said, we face considerable financial challenges. Utility costs have risen; numerous repair and mainte-
nance jobs have been — and still need to be — undertaken; and the Panto group has relocated to larger
premises, leaving us with a considerable hole in our annual income.

Bookings for the main hall, the playing field
and —to a lesser extent - the meeting room
generate a significant part of our income.

To help bolster our finances, the Village Cen-
tre committee has therefore decided to ac-
tively promote the Centre to the wider com-
munity in Mold and the surrounding area.

The campaign starts with an advertisement
in the Mold Connection (initially for three
months) highlighting the facilities available
and encouraging individuals and groups who

are not aware of the Centre to visit the new
website gvc.wales to learn more about what it can offer.

The impact on bookings will, of course, be monitored.

A second, medium-term initiative is to turn a room previously used for storage by the Panto group into a
‘digital hub’. External funding is now being sought to convert the room into a fully accessible, digitally
equipped, virtual meeting room to meet the growing need for inclusive digital spaces in our rural commu-
nity.

This will allow the Centre to host hybrid meetings, virtual learning sessions and digital skills training. The
space will also be available for local organisations and small businesses to use for remote working, webi-
nars and networking events.

Charges will be decided once the hub is ready to use.
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DoodlyDog

The Word Press
Website Specialist

I deliver high quality websites to small
businesses at affordable prices,
saving them from the pitfalls of DIY
web design and from the clutches of
unscrupulous web designers who
charge a lot but deliver little.

If your business deserves a
professional website that won't break
the bank, let's chat.

eric@doodlydog.wales : = - : s
07759 162678 N xrONE ‘MASCHIO

~ :
KEENAN  Marshall el

doodlydog.wales

Domains, Hosting, Design,
SEOQ, Aftercare, DIY Support.
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This newsletter is published every other month. The deadline for the April issue is 7 March.
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TVUH\JW @ Our pay-monthly Pet Plans are the best way to
keep your pets safe and healthy from day to day. They

include routine vet checks, preventative care, and year-
round support, all wrapped into one simple plan!
MOBILE VETS - WE COME TO YOV, CARING
FOR YOUR PETS IS WHAT WE po! DOG v* CAT &t rageIT S
From £24 month £23 month £21 month

WHAT WE DO:

T0 OUR MONTHLY
Mobile Vet & Nurse Consultations E E'ﬁ“m - < DR”"!
Mobile Surgical Procedures
Dentals & Dental X-Ray
X-Ray & Ultrasound

Diagnostic Testing

LEAVE US A REVIEW!

WE'RE BASED IN CHESHIRE
& NORTH WALES!
GET IN TOUCH WITH US TO

ARRANGE A vISIT!
THE /

Vaccinations
Pet Health Club
End of Life Care

Follow us & tag your
pet for 10% off your

next visit!
CONTACT VS
® cheshirenorthwales@vetsonthemeowve.com ey
fremex o
€ @ vetsonthemeowvecheshirenwales Receive 25% OFF all Pet Remedy products
™ 01824 536300 b ¥ LLLSN™  using our unique referral code

WWW.VETSONTHEMEOWVE.COM \/ WWW.VETSONTHEMEOWVE.COM
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“Our top 5 tax-saving tips for 2026!

The New Year is the perfect time for a refresh. | like to use the first couple
of months of the year to add to and reassess my goals and make sure I'm

on track to reach them. Here are our top 5 tax-saving tips that can help
4 you reassess your financial goals and make the maost of your money:

- L Check you're using all tax allowances and reliefs. Using what's available
tﬂj,rﬂu now could help you reduce your tax liability in other areas, such as Inheritance Tax.
2. Check the current balances and interest rates of all your assets - do you know where

everything is and wall it still cover you in an emergency?

3. Review all of your ongoing subscriptions and memberships, and make a call as to
whether they are worth keeping or not.

4. Set up a regular contribution into some form of medium- to InngI;-term savings pot.

5. Arrange regular financial ‘'health checks' with your adviser, to help keep you on track.

If you are interested in finding out which . -
tax allowances and reliefs are available to l The ﬁﬁﬂﬁ;&ﬁﬁ:ﬁ?iﬁs ﬁm?ly

you, please feel free to contact me on - S -
adam.tilston@sjpp.co.uk or feel free dependent on individual circumstances.

to say hello if you spot me around i i
s vlﬁlage!' yousp rﬂ ﬁ(ﬁ M Savings accngir__'n‘;s; ::rr]i;]:% ?;E;I_able through
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or call us on 01978 311611
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Iil HAFOD HEATING
HEATING AND PLUMBING
Install | Service | Repair
Hafod Heating located in Gwernymynydd, with -
over 20 years of industry experience, offer STEVE G ROCOTT
technical heating and plumbing expertise

LI GENERAL BUILDER » ROOFER

+ Heating ¢ Landlord Certificates
¢ Plumbing ¢ Smart heating controls * SLATING e TILING * FELT FIXING
¢ Servicing/repairs ¢ Installations o GENERAL GROUND WORK

e KERBS  SLABBING * BLOCK PAVING
* PIPEWORK « ETC

Ex British Gas, we are qualified to work on
Gas, LPG & Oil. Contact us on:

3 Heol-y-Wern, Gwernymynydd,
Steve Williams: 07500 801819 or 07470 176711 Mold, Flintshire, CH7 4AH
Email: info@hafodheating.co.uk

Facebook: facebook.com/HafodHeating Tel/Fax: 01 352 751 01 3

Mobile: 07957 785281
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