Minutes of meeting of Thropton Parish Council held in the War Memorial Hall, Thropton commencing 7pm on Tuesday 8th November 2016
Those Present
 Cllr Mrs D Gutherson (Chairman), Cllr C Foggon, Cllr D Gutherson, Cllr D Oliver, C Miller (Clerk)
16.6.1


Apologies for absence
Sergeant Wharrier, Northumbria Police
16.6.2


DECLARATION OF MEMBERS INTERESTS
There were no Declaration of Interests.
16.6.3


Police report

David Brown present.  A rural part of Morpeth had been taken over, hence a larger area and more crimes to cover.  Crime wise low, although rural crimes and thefts still occurring, with  144 crimes this year,  121 last year and in comparison 180 ten years ago.  Remembrance Parade 13/11/16 in Rothbury.  Young Drivers event being held on 15th November 2016 in Rothbury Fire Station, aimed at safety aspects covering texting, drink driving etc.  Skateboarding youths problematic within Thropton.
16.6.4


Minutes of previous meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as a true record.

16.6.5


Matters arising from previous meeting

There were no matters arising from the previous meeting.
16.6.6


Finance

16.6.6.1

The following invoices were authorised
· C Miller – six monthly salary & expenses - £334.40
· HMRC – PAYE on above - £80
· H Haddon – grasscutting July, August, September - £255.00

· Thropton Memorial Hall - £10.00

· Jubilee Institute – Cluster meeting - £16.00

16.6.6.2 
Audit of Accounts year ending 31/3/16
Annual return received and accepted, with no matters arising further to BDO external audit.  
16.6.6.3

To discuss/agree precept year 2017-2018
Draft budget circulated to all and after discussion it was agreed to retain the current figure of £3,000.
16.6.7


Planning

16.6.7.1

Planning applications received
· 16/03479/FUL: Mr T Hardie, land South East of Westfield House – siting of 5 portable shepherd’s huts for use as holiday accommodation and located in an old caravan field adjacent to access road to Westfield House Farm – supported.
16.6.7.2

Approval of planning application

16/01987/FUL: Dr R Allan, Land South East of Physic Lane, construction of 3 No dwellings with associated access and realignment of boundary
16.6.7.3

Mid-Coquetdale Neighbourhood Plan

Consultant had been engaged, next meeting to be held Tuesday 22nd November 2017 commencing 430pm in The Rectory, Rothbury.
16.6.7.4

Planning Enforcement issue

Further to historical information forwarded by Cllr Oliver, Graham Bucknall County Council had confirmed the County Council  would be writing to the owners of 3 Church Lane regarding historical footpath alterations.
16.6.8


Correspondence

· Former URC – litter and parking – Trustees had spoken to persons using venue regarding disposal of their rubbish and also placed a further notice on the internal bin to ensure persons hiring the hall take their rubbish home and do not deposit in the public bin.
· Northumberland County Council – potholes/kerb repairs – confirmation works were scheduled
· Northumberland County Council – changes to waste recycling opening times – for information
· Northumberland County Council – proposed closure of B.T. telephone kiosks – County Council to formally object to proposals as Thropton box appears well used and with poor or non-existent mobile phone coverage, it is imperative it remains open.

· Vera Baird – notice of public meeting to talk about policing priorities – County Hall 23/11/16 530pm.

16.6.9


Cemetery Lodge

Northern Powergrid had not yet confirmed price for underground line upgrade; law firm currently actioning missing deeds, however they require four trustees, and as four yearly elections May 2017, it had been queried the process should trustees appointed not be re-elected or stand down.  Next meeting Thursday 12th January 2017 730pm
16.6.10

Urgent Business

· 16 cars had been parked on the road outside of Thropton school  with no vehicles visible in the car park, and it was agreed to write to the school requesting parents use the car park.
16.6.11

Date of next meeting

The next meeting of Thropton Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 10th January  2017 in Thropton War Memorial Hall commencing 7pm.
The meeting closed at 720pm.
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Claire Miller

Parish Clerk
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