Minutes of meeting of Thropton Parish Council  held in the War Memorial Hall, Thropton commencing 7pm on Monday 11th September 2017 
Those Present

Cllr D Oliver (Chairman), Cllr C Foggon, Cllr J Carr, J Sutton (part of meeting) C Miller (Clerk)
2017/54

Apologies for absence
Cllr A Graham

2017/55

Declaration of Members Interests
There were no Declaration of Interests.
2017/56

Police presence
No police presence.
2017/57

Parking and speeding issues within the parish
White lining on pavement to create restriction could be a possibility as yellow lining not thought appropriate, and it was envisaged further problems would occur due to housing development at bridge. 
2017/58

Minutes of previous meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as a true record.

2017/59

Matters arising from previous meeting
· Post Office were proposing a new hosting service, to commence from 10th October, at The War Memorial Hall on Thursday’s from 10-12pm, with changes to Hepple and Rochester opening times.  Consultation available for comment regarding how suitable the new location is and how easy it is to get to; proposed days and opening hours; any other local community issues which could be affected by the proposed change and any suggestions to make it easier for customers.  It was agreed to support the proposals and Clerk to confirm with Post Office.  
2017/60

ROSPA, annual play area inspection report/play area grasscutting
Clerk had asked M Evens to carry out inspection of area and advise on works required, which were to replace damaged matting around swing and to repair surface and lay matting around the spinner, and it was agreed to request this work be actioned.  Report had been received about ripped goalpost net which had been taken away due to it being climbed on and it was agreed not to replace it.  Grasscutting for next season to be discussed early 2018.
2017/61

Finance

2017/61/01

The following invoices were authorised
· Thropton War Memorial Hall - £10.00

2017/62

Planning

2017/62/01

Planning applications received
· 17/2861/FUL: Hooper: Land to rear of Three Wheat Heads – change of use of existing field to rear and establishment of six camping pods – it was agreed to support application as it would improve the area.
· 17/03018/COU and 17/03020/LBC: Ms J Hunter, Three Wheat Heads – listed building consent for change of use of part of a barn and change of use from storage area to village shop – it was agreed to support this application as being a vital service to the village and which would improve the appearance of existing building.  
2017/62/02

Mid-Coquetdale Neighbourhood Plan
Nothing to report.

2017/62/03

Consultation on street naming and numbering – formers builders yard, Thropton
Correspondence had been received from County Council regarding proposals for naming of estate, being Burnside.  It was agreed to suggest Brown’s Yard and to avoid possible future problems with utility companies, to request dwellings are numbered the same as the plot numbers.
2017/63

Correspondence
· County Council – LTP 2018 – 19 – to agree/discuss priorities – current requests from parishioners being B6341 concern about traffic speed and road safety; Cartington View – request for road markings outside of property.  It was agreed to request action to improve pedestrian safety due to vehicles parking on pavements. 
· County Council – joint meetings with town/parish councils – Thursday 19th October.
· Hospicecare Northumberland - newsletter
2017/64

Joint Burial Committee/Cemetery Lodge update – to agree sale/retention of Cemetery Lodge
The advice of the Joint Burial Committee was to retain the lodge, and after discussion, Cllr Oliver proposed and Cllr Foggon seconded the lodge be retained, all in agreement.
2017/65

Annual Review of Risk Assessment 

Risk Assessment had been circulated to all and it was agreed sufficient for the present needs of Thropton Parish Council.  

2018/66

Adoption of Parish Council Standing Orders
External audit no longer a requirement for smaller Parish Council’s with greater transparency required – Clerk had amended NALC Standing Orders which included Grievance Policy for smaller Parish Council’s which would be displayed on web-site once amended/adopted.  To be discussed further at next meeting.

2017/67

Possible replacement noticeboard

It was agreed to view new noticeboard at Rothbury Cemetery which had cost £180 and if thought appropriate, purchase structure.  Location at bus stop would be preferred location for new structure.
2017/68

Urgent Business

· Parishioner had reported pothole beside telephone box and water running at entrance into Croft, Clerk to report to County Council.

· Resident  from Wreighburn Field concerned about compression equipment causing a noise disturbance, with County Council being informed and visiting site, and it was agreed Clerk would contact County Council to express concern.
2017/69

Date of next meeting

The next meeting of Thropton Parish Council will be held on Monday 13th November 2017 commencing 7pm in Thropton Memorial Hall.
The meeting closed at  750pm.   
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Claire Miller

Parish Clerk

www.parish-council.com/thropton

