
Minutes of the Annual meeting of Thropton Parish Council  held at the War Memorial Hall Thropton, on Monday 14th May 2018 after commencing at 8pm
Those Present:
Cllr’s D Oliver (Chairman), C Foggon, J Sutton, I Webb, C Miller (Clerk), County Cllr S Bridgett
2018/34
Apologies for absence
J Carr
2018/35
DECLARATION OF MEMBERS INTERESTS
There were no declaration of interests

2018/36
Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman

Cllr Oliver prepared to continue as Chairman, therefore Cllr Sutton proposed  Cllr Oliver as Chairman,  Cllr Foggon 
seconded, all in agreement.

Cllr Oliver proposed Cllr Foggon as Vice Chairman, Cllr Sutton seconded, all in agreement
2018/37
Meeting with Upper Coquetdale Community Transport representatives to report on weekly shoppers bus to Rothbury
L Leeson Transport Manager, B Dennison, bus user, and J Lazarus Chairman of UCCT present to inform the Parish Council about the Friday Rothbury Shopper’s bus.  The charity had been on-going for 7 years, with one mini-bus which is used by a variety of groups witin the valley.  The Rothbury Shopper’s Bus picks up elderly and those with mobility issues and brings them to Rothbury for shopping on a weekly basis.  Passengers are charged £1 and fund raising carried out to raise the rest of the charge.   B Dennison, parishioner of Whitton and Tosson finds the service vital and is now meeting people on a regular basis thanks to the service provided.  Information circulated regarding  users, with Thropton parish having 63% of the total users of the service, with detailed information regarding fares, users and costs reported.  Currently, Rothbury Parish Council are the only parish council funding the service, and are contributing 25% of the annual cost, and funding organisations are continually being contacted to secure further funds, however funding for ongoing projects such as this is difficult to obtain.  The Parish Council to discuss the funding request further down the agenda.  Visitors then left the meeting.        
2018/38
Police presence
There was no police presence.
2018/39
Vacancy


Cllr Foggon proposed co-option of I Webb, Cllr Sutton seconded, all in agreement.

2018/40
Public Questions
No public questions.
2018/41
Minutes of previous meeting held  Monday 12th March 2018
The minutes of the previous meeting held Monday 12th March 2018 were agreed as a true record.

2018/42
Matters arising from previous meeting held Monday 12th March 2018
· The Stephen Carey Fund had asked if the Parish Council could engage person(s) to carry out the fortnightly checks on the defibrillator machinery.  The location of the machinery discussed and it would benefit from moving it to the proposed village shop, and it was agreed to initially advertise for a guardian on the Parish Council web-site.   
2018/43
Finance

2018/43/01
The following invoices were authorised
· Jubilee Institute – rent for Coquetdale Cluster meeting – £9

· C Miller – six month salary/expenses - £347.98

· HMRC – PAYE on above - £80.00

· M Evens – new noticeboards - £28.25; play area repairs - £86.00

· Came and Company – annual insurance premium - £362.48

· Kidd Garden Design – April grasscutting - £80.00

· Thropton War Memorial Hall – rent for meeting room March – November 2018 - £55.00
2018/43/02
To approve quote for matting at play area

Quotation approved for works at play area with mats costing £16.50 each and topsoil £110.  Future play area equipment discussed, and figures should be included in future budgets for anticipated renewal of the equipment.
2018/43/03
To approve request from UCCT for funding towards weekly shopping bus

Cllr Foggon proposed £500 and Cllr Oliver seconded, all in agreement.
2018/44
Audit of Accounts year ending 31/3/18
2018/44/01
To review the effectiveness of the system of internal control and consider the findings
Cllr Foggon proposed and Cllr Oliver seconded the current system of internal control was sufficient for the needs of Thropton P.C, all in agreement.
2018/44/02
To consider and agree any actions arising from the report of the internal auditor

There had been no matters arising from the internal audit report.

2018/44/03
To approve the Governance Statement 
Cllr  Foggon proposed and Cllr Oliver seconded approval of the governance statement.

2018/44/04
To approve the draft annual accounts for 2017/2018

The draft annual accounts for 2017/2018 were approved.

2018/44/05
To approve the Accounting Statement and explanation of variances

Cllr Oliver  proposed and Cllr Foggon seconded the Accounting Statement and explanation of variances be approved.

2018/44/06
To confirm and approve the Certificate of Exemption

Cllr Foggon  proposed and Cllr Sutton seconded approval of the Certificate of Exemption.
2018/44
Planning

2018/44/01
Planning applications received
· 18/00751/REM: Mr Robinson, land to the west of northern 4x4 centre, west end garage – reserved matters application for access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale on approved planning application. 13/03894/OUT – Cllr I Webb to compile response for circulation to all Cllr’s regarding density, sewage, materials,  affordable housing element, vehicles speeding through the village, widths of roads and public footpaths, potential affectation of health and school issues and road infrastructure issues which would affect neighbourhing parishes.
· 18/01299/FUL: Executors of Mrs J Shield, construction of two detached dwellings with garages, land south west of West Farm End, Thropton – County Cllr had requested two interactive speed signs further to this application and it was agreed Parish Council should support this proposal.
2018/45
Correspondence
· Netherton War Memorial Hall – notice of commemoration of end of World War One with church service at Alwinton 18/11/18 in order to avoid clashes with neighbouring parishes 
· Northumberland County Council – recycling – information leaflets
· Northumberland County Council – weed control – information on new procedure
· Northumberland County Council – Love Northumberland Awards 2018 – an event to award schools, community and voluntary groups through projects that preserve and enhance the environment
· Northumberland County Council, road hierarchy consultation – available on-line
· CPRE, newsletter
· Northumberland County Council – 2018 surface dressing, Thropton to High Trewhitt, traffic lights to be insitu in the near future between Rothbury and Thropton due to road slip.
2018/46
Joint Burial Committee Update
· Cllr Sutton proposed and Cllr Oliver seconded Cllr Foggon as continuing representative of Rothbury Joint Burial Committee.  Cemetery lodge repairs ongoing; part-time seasonal superintendent had been appointed; next meeting to be held 22/5/18.
2018/47
To discuss information relating to General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR)
Action Plan to be implemented/Councillors made aware the law is changing, with Clerk to progress implementation of consent forms, policies and notices.  A data audit had been carried out to determine the type of personal information held, and a retention and disposal policy should be adopted.    It was envisaged a Parish Council would not now need to appoint a Data Protection Officer.  
2018/48
To receive update on Multi Academy Trust, and discuss/agree Parish Councillor becoming a governor 

To be deferred until next meeting.
2018/49
Urgent Business
The closure order of Netherton school appears likely to go ahead, with school catchment areas proposed to change, 
with Biddlestone moving into Harbottle, Netherton itself moving into Harbottle, Trewhitt moving into Thropton and 
Alnham moving into Whittingham.
2018/50
Date of next meeting
The next meeting of Thropton Parish Council will be held on Monday 16th July commencing 7pm in Thropton War Memorial Hall

The meeting closed at 930pm.
Claire Miller

Parish Clerk
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