

Minutes of  meeting of Thropton Parish Council  held at the War Memorial Hall Thropton, on Monday 12th November 2018 commencing at 715pm
Those Present:
Cllr D Oliver (Chairman), C Foggon, I Webb, J Carr, J Sutton, C Miller (Clerk), one member of the public.
2018/84
Apologies for absence
There were no apologies for absence.
2018/85
DECLARATION OF MEMBERS INTERESTS
There were no Declaration of Members Interests.
2018/86
Police presence
To be taken off agenda.
2018/87
Public Questions
There were no public questions.

2018/88
Minutes of previous meeting held  Monday 10th September 2018
The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as a true record.

2018/89
Matters arising from previous meeting held Monday 10th September 2018
Street Lighting: Clerk had contacted Street Lighting Department Officer who is to investigate the matter of streetlamp infront of Sylvan Cottage being removed as the officer in question had no record of this.
Rubbish in Layby: Rubbish had been removed.
Planning Committee: Cllr I Webb had opposed planning application for 18 dwellings at West End at planning committee, however County Cllr had supported the application.
Potholes: Acknowledgement of report had been received.
Road Bridge: Acknowledgement of report had been received.
Speed Survey: Monitoring strips had been placed within the parish.
Northern Powergrid could attend a future meeting, however information leaflets are available which indicate Thropton is to be upgraded to underground cabling next year.
2018/90
Finance

2018/90/01
The following invoices were authorised
· Kidd Garden Design – playground grasscutting/gate latch repair - £164.00
· C Miller – six monthly salary & expenses - £352.39

· HMRC – PAYE on above - £80.00

2018/90/02
Grant request received:

· Community Action Northumberland

· Coquetdale Lunch Club – I Webb proposed £100, J Carr seconded, all in agreement.
2018/90/03
To approve precept 2019-2020

Process had altered with each member of the Joint Burial Committee having to add their percentage contribution to their individual parish precept request, with this amount to be confirmed at next Parish Council meeting after Joint Burial Committee meet the first week of January.  
2018/90/04
To approve purchase of replacement bins for dog waste
Multi purpose bin could be sought at a cost of £118.70 net, with installation charge on top of this – it was agreed at the present time no bins were required or needed replacing.
2018/90/05
To approve grasscutting services for 2019
Current contractor to be re-employed for 2019.
2018/90/06
Request for grit bin, Wreighburn Field
Request for grit bin at Wreighburn Field had been forwarded to County Council, who had carried out the scoring process but which did not meet their criteria, and it was believed there did used to be a bin in the vicinity.  The Parish Council could fund a bin and two grit refills at £200, however this area  was not felt a priority.
2018/91
Planning

2018/91/01
Planning applications received
2018/91/02
Approval of Planning application received:

· 18/02498/FUL: Land North of The Sheilings, Wreigh Burn Fields – proposed new dwelling – no objections.
2018/92
Correspondence
· Grant acknowledgement and thankyou from Hospicecare North Northumberland
2018/93
The future of Thropton parish

· It was agreed  village walkabout with County Cllr and County Council official would  be beneficial.

· A footpath between Rothbury and Thropton would be advantageous.

· Speeding wagons continue to be a problem.

· 50 parishioners had agreed to sign up to Parish Council email information updates.
2018/94
Joint Burial Committee Update
Tenant now in lodge, with minor unforeseen works to be actioned.  First stage of tree works had been actioned.
2018/95
Monthly play area inspection
Insurance company had advised a monthly play area inspection should be carried out and a written report retained.  

Clerk had obtained quotation from A Kidd for twelve monthly inspections at £144, and it was agreed contractor would 

be engaged to carry this out.
2018/96
Urgent Business
· Thropton War Memorial Hall Committee were canvassing options of the main user groups on whether the hall floor should be replaced, which would require it to be closed for an estimated four weeks.  After discussion it was agreed the Parish Council did not support this proposal.
· Complaint had been received regarding notices becoming wet in noticeboard – Clerk would laminate these in future.

· I Webb had attended the County Council annual conference at County hall, budget savings were discussed with dispensations to be removed for council tax.  Public Health Officer had talked about stimulating local communities for older person’s, however there were currently many community events within Thropton parish.  I Webb continuing with census and it appears there are only three children below the age of five residing in the parish.
· Recent accident with motorcyclist of concern, with parking near to junctions problematic and suggestion a safety mirror could assist motorists, however this is not a straightforward procedure and Parish Council would need to fund – Clerk to confirm procedure for this.  
PART II
The Council is invited to consider the following resolution:  That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following items on the agenda, as those items involve the discussion of personal information/contractual negotiations.
2018/97
To approve Clerk salary
Proposal for clerk to be employed on NJC Scale 20 at £10.301/2 hours per week.  C Foggon proposed and J Sutton seconded proposal, all in agreement..
2018/98
Date of next meeting
The next meeting of Thropton Parish Council will be held on Monday 14th January 2019 commencing 715pm in Thropton War Memorial Hall.
The meeting closed at 815pm.
Claire Miller

Parish Clerk
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