

Minutes of meeting of Thropton Parish Council  held at the War Memorial Hall Thropton, on Monday 11th March 2019 commencing at 715pm 
Those Present:
Cllr’s C Foggon (Vice Chairman), I Webb, J Carr,  C Miller (Clerk), I Thompson, N Crane (Upper Coquetdale Film Group)
019/14

Apologies for absence
D Oliver, J Sutton

2019/15
Declaration of Members Interests
There were no Declaration of Members Interests.

2019/16
Public Questions
There were no Public Questions.
2019/17
Meeting with Upper Coquetdale Film Group

Group had started off in the 1970’s with the intention to record life and traditions of Coquetdale, with events and people recorded on cinefilm, which resulted in longer stories being produced and seven films in existence, such as Dippies View and John Barleycorn. Events were also filmed and by early 2000’s there was quite a large film stock, however this was deteriorating due to not being kept in the right conditions.  In the meantime the main person behind the project passed away and the group tailed off, with very little filming taking place since 2000.  However about ten years ago it was decided to preserve the film for prosperity, with an agreement between North East Film Archive in Teeside, who have a temperature controlled storeroom and who took the stock and preserved it.  However this did not fufill the objective to ensure films were available for local people to view, and with the onset of digital recording, it was agreed to digitally record the stock, which has been ongoing for 10 years, and with stock held in Teeside.  Group then decided to create videos which were put up for sale in order to obtain  funding to go forward, and eight films had now been digitised which are on sale through Northern Heritage, however there is still newsreel film stock, such as Thropton Show, Remembrance Parade and Vintage Tractors.  It appears DVD’s no longer sell, therefore the material is to be edited and made available via U-tube, the problem being funding is required to get this together and pay for professional works which would cost in the region of £7,000, with some funds already raised.  Fund raising events are to be held, however it would be appreciated if Thropton and Rothbury Parish Council’s could contribute to the cost.  Bailiffgate Museum had been approached further to the extensive funding they had received for their OOT Project, but this had not been favourable.  North East Film Archive had recently received lottery funding, but again could not help.  Community Foundation and Northumberland County Council Community Chest could be approached and a system to store archived film would be extremely useful, however once the material was on U-Tube it would be free of charge and available to all.  
2019/18
Minutes of previous meeting held  Monday 14th January 2019
The minutes of the previous meeting held Monday 14th January 2019 were accepted as a true record.

2019/19
Matters arising from previous meeting held Monday 14th January 2019
· Street Lighting: No action from County Council.
· Village Walkabout: I Webb had been given short notice regarding a meeting date and had not been able to attend, however the County Council Officer had been given details of areas of concern, and was to forward to correct departments. County Cllr G Sanderson had advised at the Coquetdale Cluster held 7/3/19 the County Council were looking into the matter of road signage in need of repair, and there is the option of Parish Council’s agreeing to contribute to costs or carry out voluntary maintenance themselves.
2019/20
Finance
2019/20/01
Invoices for authorisation:
· C Miller – Coquetdale Cluster salary/four month’s Parish Council salary/expenses to y/3 31/3/19 - £346.57
· HMRC – PAYE on above - £83.20

· Kidd Garden Design – play area inspection/latch repair - £33.99
2019/20/02
Request for Grant:

· Upper Coquetdale Film Group – Cllr J Carr proposed £200, I Webb seconded, all in agreement.
· Alnwick’s Bailiffgate Museum & Gallery - project is volunteer led and costs around £110/week to run – no grant to be given.
· North East Wat Memorials Project – project require £45,00 to update and keep the bespoke website going – no grant to be given.
2019/20/03
Review of banking arrangements/to approve on-line banking
Clerk requested on-line banking be applied for, which was approved, with signatories to sign form.
2019/21
Planning:
2019/21/01
Planning applications received:
· 19/00566/VARYCO: Auto Testing Centre, West End Garage, Thropton – Variation of Conditions 2 (approved plans) pursuant to Planning Permission 16/00197/FUL in order to allow changes to building.  Discharge of Conditions 3 (Materials) 6, (Construction Method Statement) 9 (Ground Gases) on approved Planning Application  16/00197/FUL .
2019/21/02
The Three Wheat Heads Public House, land for residential use/housing requirements 

Correspondence had been received from Planning Consultant CPC Ltd, on behalf of Punch Taverns who wish to apply for planning permission for a cul-de-sac of less than ten dwellings on land adjoining the Three Wheat Heads, and the remainder of the land to be given over to public open space.   Regarding the tenure of the units, they would hope to include an element of market housing and request the Parish Council’s view on this and suggested use for the open space.  It was agreed to respond to state the Parish Council would not be in favour of any house building as it would impact on the Three Wheat Head’s as regards tourism, believe it would not be in the interests of Punch Taverns, and the Parish Council would not be interested in taking over land, which is on a flood plain, for community use.
2019/22
Correspondence
· OOT Museum – notice of launch event 27/4/19
· Grant acknowledgement - CADS
2019/23
The future of Thropton parish

Discussed earlier.
2019/23/01
To approve proposed boundary review affecting Thropton parish

Cllr Carr proposed and Cllr I Webb seconded the Parish Council would support the boundary review regarding 
Cartington Parish Council being amalgamated between Rothbury and Thropton Parish Council’s, all in agreement.

2019/24
Issues with roads within the parish

Thropton to Rothbury to undergo drain/road maintenance.  Large wagons travelling through the parish of concern due to their width.
2019/25
Review of Internal Controls

Internal controls reviewed – payments only being authorised at Parish Council meetings and bank reconciliations being regularly circulated.  Cllr Carr proposed and Cllr Webb seconded the current system was sufficient for the present needs of the Parish Council, all in agreement.

2019/26
Approval of internal auditor year ending 31/3/19

It was agreed the present internal auditor, who was still willing to carry out the audit, would be engaged for year 

ending 31/3/19.

2019/27
Review of Insurance Policy

Cover of £30,000 included for playground equipment.  The only other assets the Parish Council have are the two bus 

shelters which had been passed over from the County Council, but not currently included in the policy.  Statutory cover 
including public, employers, libel and slander, fidelity guarantee, money and hirer’s liability included in the policy. Cllr 
Webb proposed and Cllr Carr seconded the policy was sufficient for the present needs of the Parish Council, all in agreement.
2019/28
Approval of Joint Burial Committee Constitution

Rothbury Joint Burial Committee had reviewed its constitution November 2018 and which now had to be approved by 
each individual Parish Council.  Cllr Carr proposed and Cllr Webb seconded the document be accepted, all in agreement, 

with Cllr Foggon to sign document.

2019/29
To receive monthly play area report and approve any repairs required
Monthly inspection had brought up the gate latch which had again been broken off, and some fence/netting wire which 

had been pulled of near to the gate/road, with repairs approved.
2019/30
Urgent Business
There was no urgent business.
2019/31
Date of next meeting
The next meeting of  Thropton Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 14th May 2019 commencing after the Annual Parish meeting at 715pm.

The meeting closed at 825pm.
Claire Miller

Parish Clerk

www.parish-council.com/thropton

