

Minutes of  electronic meeting of Thropton Parish Council  held at 715pm on Monday 13th July 2020 
Those Present:
Cllr Foggon (Chairman), Cllr J Carr, Cllr D Oliver, Cllr J Sutton, Cllr I Webb, C Miller (Clerk)
2020/33
Declaration of Members Interests
There were no Declaration of Members Interests.
2020/34
Public Questions
There were no pubic questions.
2020/35
Police Report

There was no police report.
2020/36
Minutes of previous meeting held Monday 13th January 2020
The minutes of the previous meeting held on Monday 13th January 2020 were accepted as a true record.

2020/37
Matters arising from previous meeting held Monday 13th January 2020
· Street Lighting at Sylvan Cottage: Nothing to report.
· Village nameplates: Specific formats for nameplates had to be adhered to and it could be a project the forthcoming Spar would contribute to.
· Parking problems within the parish: Problems ongoing, and for any parking scheme to work County Council would have to be involved.  A 20mph speed limit could aid the problem and would need the support of the public.  
· Open-air noticeboard: No further problems reported.
· Footpath works from bridge to school: Part of the works had been actioned and it was resolved Clerk would contact County Council for an update on when they would be completed.  Footpath repair outside of Three Wheats Head had now been carried out. 
2020/38
Finance

2020/38/01
The following accounts have been approved since the previous meeting:
· Rothbury Joint Burial Committee -  Transfer - £4179.50
· Came and Company – annual insurance premium - £381.51

· NALC – annual subscription - £122.43

It was resolved to approve the payments.

2020/38/02
The following accounts are to be approved
· ROSPA – annual play area inspection - £90.60

· Kidd Garden Design – play area grasscutting April, May, June - £315.00

It was resolved to approve the payments.

2020/38/03
Approval of grants of £300 towards Coquetdale Music Trust and Thropton War Memorial Hall, and £150 towards Coquetdale Lunch Club
It was resolved to approve the grants, however it was believed the Memorial Hall had subsequently received a 

government grant of £10,000.
2020/38/04
To consider grant requests received from Coquetdale Amateur Dramatic Society and Bailiffgate Museum Gallery
It was resolved to grant £60 to CADS.  It was resolved no grant would be awarded to Bailiffgate Museum Gallery.
2020/39/05
To consider request for new equipment at play area 

A request had been received from a parishioner to replace the goalposts and place netting on fence so children 

could easily retrieve footballs.  Cllr Sutton could provide netting, however this may affect wildlife.  It 
was resolved each Parish Cllr would visit the site to assess what improvements were required, and gardener would 

provide quotation for painting the current goalpost.
2020/40
Planning

2020/40/01
Planning applications received
· 20/01184/VARYCO: Land South of West Farm End, Variation of condition two to 18/01299/FUL in order to revise drawings for unit 1 AND APPROVED
· 20/01430/FUL: 9 Village Farm, proposed summerhouse/shed

· 20/01442/FUL: Demolition of existing repair garage and associated infrastructure, erection of convenience store, petrol filling station including underground fuel tanks with associated access, car parking and landscaping, West End Garage

· 20/01548/VARYCO: Land South of West Farm End, Variation of Condition 2 to 18/01299/FUL to amend site layout and elevations for unit 2 

· 20/02037/BT: Proposal to remove phone box 01669 621383 – there were an average amount of zero phone calls per month from the box, however after discussion it was resolved to request the phone box be retained for those who may not have access to mobile coverage in times of emergencies, such as reporting a vehicular breakdown in the parish.
2020/40/02
To receive correspondence from a parishioner relating to Planning Application NO 20/01442/FUL
Parishioner had made a complaint to the Parish Council as in their opinion the Parish Council had not consulted the public about the Spar proposals, or submitted any objections regarding the opening hours of the shop and noise levels that may disturb neighbouring properties.  After consultation it had been resolved the Parish Council  amend their submission to support the parishioner concerns, however consultation had taken place via the Ginger Group parish email service, and the County Council had formally informed several properties in the surrounding vicinity of the proposals, with no concerns voiced to the Parish Council during the consultation period, although several offers of support had been received.  The Parish Council were consultees and did not have to undertake public consultation.   There had also been a letter of support for the proposals displayed on the County Council planning portal, mistakenly labelled as being from the Parish Council which had now been re-named.
2020/40/03
Mid Coquetdale Neighbourhood Plan
Nothing to report.
2020/41
Correspondence 
Nothing to report.
2020/42
To discuss/report issues of concern within the parish

Correspondence had been received regarding a significant increase in speeding vehicles through the parish, and it seemed drivers were not adhering to 30mph, which had been reported to the police on previous occasions but who did not believe there to be problem.  However the problems were worsening and it was only a matter of time before there would be a serious accident.  Parishioners were now genuinely concerned and Clerk would contact the Police and County Council.
2020/43
Audit of Accounts year ending 31/3/20

2020/43/01
To consider and agree any actions arising from the report of the internal auditor
There were no issues arising from the internal audit
2020/43/02
To approve the Governance Statement:
It was resolved to approve the governance statement.
2020/43/03
To approve the draft annual accounts for 2019/2020
It was resolved to approve the accounts for 2019/2020.
2020/43/04
To approve the Accounting Statement and explanation of variances
It was resolved to approve the accounting statement and explanation of variances.
2020/43/05
To approve the Exemption Certificate
It was resolved to approve the exemption certificate.
2020/44
To receive ROSPA play area inspection report and consider re-opening of play area and risks associated due to Covid-19

Inspection report had indicated the following: Seating:- treatment of wood would cost approximately £15 and it was 
resolved this would be actioned; Rocker Dog and Spirouette:- it was resolved gardener would contact manufacturer to 
see if they supply replacement parts. Swing basket:- it was resolved gardener would dismantle and check. It was 
resolved tree branches would be cut back; Insufficient mat coverage – it was resolved estimate would be sought from 

gardener.  Swing - Junior - 2 bay 4 seat- overhanging branches – it was resolved to remove at a cost of approximately 
£10.  Uneven surface – surface could be levelled, and it was resolved estimate would be sought; weeds would be 
sprayed when weather conditions were conducive.  
It was resolved to await the risk assessment and signage Northumberland County Council would organise in relation to 
re-opening of Rothbury riverside play area, which at the time remained closed, before reopening Thropton play area. 
2020/45
Web-site Accessibility Regulations 
New regulations were coming into force September 2020 relating to local government web-sites being accessible to all.  

The current web-site could be upgraded to cover most issues at a cost of approximately £100/annum, and it was 
resolved this would be approved.
2020/46
Urgent Business
Seat outside of West Lea requires attention to back slats and it was resolved to ask village gardener to action.
2019/47
Date of next meeting
The next meeting of Thropton Parish Council will be held on Monday 14th September 2020 commencing at 715pm.

[image: image1.png]C Al




C Miller Parish Clerk

The meeting closed at 820pm.
www.parish-council.com/thropton

