

Minutes of the annual meeting of Thropton Parish Council held on Monday 17th May 2021 commencing at 6pm in Thropton War Memorial Hall
Those Present:
Cllr I Webb, Cllr R Aplin, Cllr J Sutton, C Miller (Clerk)
Thanks were given for the life and service of David Oliver who had served on the Parish Council for many years but had sadly died subsequent to the March 2021 Parish Council meeting.

Thanks were given to Chris Foggon and Judy Carr for their service to the Parish Council, but who had not stood for re-election.

2021/32
Apologies for absence
There were no apologies for absence.
2021/33
Declaration of Members Interests
There were no Declaration of Members Interests.
2021/34
Election of Chairman

Cllr Webb proposed and seconded as Chairman, and duly elected
2021/35
Election of Vice Chairman

Cllr Sutton proposed and seconded as Vice Chairman, and duly elected
2021/36
Election of Rothbury Joint Burial Committee representative

Cllr Webb proposed and seconded as Joint Burial Committee representative, and duly elected.
2021/37
Election of Coquetdale Cluster representative

Cllr Aplin proposed and seconded as Coquetdale Cluster representative, and duly elected.

2021/38
Election of Mid-Coquetdale Plan representative

Cllr Webb proposed and seconded as Mid-Coquetdale Plan representative, and duly elected.

2021/39
Co-Option Vacancies

It was resolved to advise parishioners of the two co-option vacancies, with Cllr Aplin to  deliver information to all households throughout the parish.
2021/40
Public Questions
There were no public questions.
2021/41
Minutes of previous meeting held  Monday 8th March 2021
It was resolved that the minutes of the previous meeting held Monday 8th March 2021 be accepted as a true record.
2021/42
Matters arising from previous meeting held Monday 8th March 2021
· Traffic calming measures: R Mckenzie had advised the County Council had commissioned a feasibility report which would set out what options there were to address the traffic related issues raised in the village.  Once the report was complete it would be circulated for discussion, which would be September at the earliest.
2021/43
Finance

2021/43/01
Invoices for authorisation:
· M Evens – seat report - £22.50

· Rothbury Parish Council (JBC) – transfer of six month burial precept - £4396

· NALC – annual subscription - £134.68

· Came & Company – annual insurance premium - £612.32

· Kidd Garden Design - £155.00 – April grasscutting, play area inspection and remedial work
It was resolved to approve the payments.
2021/43/02
Approval of new Bank Signatories
It was resolved Cllrs Sutton and Webb would be added to the bank mandate.
2021/44
Planning:
2021/44/01
Planning applications received
· 21/00768/FUL: Hilltop Cottage – Proposed excavation of front garden to provide two off street parking bays along with timber roof deck terrace – no objections.
2021/44/02
Approval of Planning application
· 21/00053/VARYCO: Land South of Thropton Demesne, Variation of Condition 2 to 17/03550/FUL to enlarge kitchen space and provide basement storage space and space to accommodate plant room to facilitate the infrastructure for ground source heat pump
2021/44/03
Mid Coquetdale Neighbourhood Plan
Mid-Coquetdale Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group to meet in June. 
2021/45
Rothbury Joint Burial Committee
2021/45/01
To consider and agree the dissolution of the Rothbury Joint Burial Committee  

The National Association of Local Councils had confirmed the process was straightforward, with all constituent 
Parish Council’s firstly agreeing to the dissolution and who could then pay an annual fee to RPC, or have no 
further involvement in the cemetery, whereby their parishioners would be charged double burial fees.  However, 
there was an issue with Snitter still being part of the Burial Committee, but having no Parish Council, which would 
likely entail the County Council co-opting some Cllrs to form a parish council to deal with the matter.  To be 

discussed further at next meeting.
2021/46
To consider issues of concern within the parish

2021/46/01
To consider report regarding repairs and replacement of parish seats
The seat survey had indicated all of the seats require work to make them up to a reasonable standard, although it is unlikely any will collapse soon if they are only sat on, however more vigorous activity may cause them to collapse.  The advised option is to replace them all with seats of recycled material.  It was resolved to initially replace the seat on the Cross Keys Bank and one seat on the road to West Lea, with the other seat at West Lea to be removed.
2021/46/02
To receive parishioner concerns regarding several areas of the village

Parishioner complaint had been received regarding Wreighburn Cottage; metal railings at path leading to Village View which had been damaged some time ago; seats (previously discussed); grassed area at Cross Keys bank; white wooden railings on the approach to the road bridge; public telephone box and old garage site.  The metal railings, grassed area at Cross Keys bank and white wooden railings were the responsibility of the County Council.  B.T. were attempting to remove all telephone boxes, however they could be purchased by Parish Council’s for the sum of £1 - Clerk to contact relevant personnel regarding the issues. However, there did not appear to be any action the Parish Council could take as regards the old garage site and the comments were noted.  
2021/47
Audit of Accounts year ending 31/3/21
2021/47/01
To consider and agree any actions arising from the report of the internal auditor

There were no matters arising from the report of the internal auditor.

2021/47/02
To approve the Governance Statement

It was resolved to approve the Governance Statement.

2021/47/03
To approve the draft annual accounts for 2020/2021
It was resolved to approve the draft annual accounts for 2020/2021.

2021/47/04
To approve the Accounting Statement, explanation of variances and amendment of Asset register to £2254 
It was resolved to approve the Accounting Statement, explanation of variances and amendment of Asset register to £2254 to take into account the change to the share of the  Joint Burial Committee assets at year end.

2021/47/05
To approve the Exemption Certificate
It was resolved to approve the Exemption Certificate.

2021/47/06
To approve public right of inspection dates
It was resolved to approve the public right of inspection dates from 14 June to 23 July 2021.

2021/48
Community Governance Review – Cartington, Rothbury and Thropton Parish Councils - to receive official order made in relation to the Community Governance Review for abolition of Cartington Parish Council and the revised boundaries between Rothbury and Thropton Parish Councils

The Community Governance Review for abolition of Cartington Parish Council and the revised boundaries between Rothbury and Thropton Parish Councils were noted.
2021/49
County Council – findings from Library Consultation

https://northumberland.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s2141/Public%20Library%20Service%20Consultation.pdf
https://northumberland.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s2143/App%202.pdf
2021/50
Date of next meeting
The next meeting of Thropton Parish Council will be held on Monday 12th July 2021 commencing 730pm
MAP. 
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The meeting closed at 7pm.
Claire Miller

Parish Clerk

www.parish-council.com/thropton

