
BARROW GURNE~ PARISH COUNCIL

--------~I--------------------
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held in the village hall, Barrow Gurney,

af 7:30pm on 13 January 2020

Present: Eric Gates (Chair), Phil Camell, Nick Tyrrell, Joanna Critchett, Andy Robbins
and Joanna van Tonder (Clerk)
Hugh Gregor (NSC District Councillor) - arrived during agenda item 8(b)
1 x Resident

Distribution: The Parish Councillors plus District Councillor Hugh Gregor

1 Apologiesfor absence
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr Sandra Gibson (illness) and Cllr Andrew Sheridan
(work commitments).

2 Declarationsof Interest and dispensations

a) Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest made.

b) Receive requests for dispen .1 tion
No requests for dispensation were received.

c) Grant requests for dispensati ns
No requests for dispensation ere granted.

3 Minutesof the previousmeeting - 11 November 2019
Nick Tyrrell proposed and it was agreed to make the following amendment to the minutes of the last
meeting:

Minute 9(b) - AN ADDITIONAL ACTION TO READ:
Clerk to con ct NSC to establish the date of the last traffic count on Barrow
Street in ord r to provide a benchmark for future reference.

4 PublicQuestions
There were no questions raised from e member of the public present. Phil camel! raised a question
that had been put to him from a resid nt regarding the light outside the Post Office. It was thought
the light was supposed to be put on i the evenings during the Winter months and, while that had
always been the case in previous yearf' it was no longer so.

Action: Clerk to makE(enquiries

5 PoliceReport .
The following incidents of crime were eported on the constabulary's website:
October 2019:

1 x Burglary on or near Bridg ater Road (under investigation)

November 2019:
1 x Violence or Sexual Offenc on or near Bridgwater Road (under investigation)

6 ActionsArising
rhe followln~ €Ictjon~€)ri~iflflfrom pr@ioY§m@@tln;§were §till oytmlndin~ or not addr@§~d
~'~@wh@r@:
Min 7(e) (12/11/18):
Other Planning matters

Clerk·~ r~IJ@§tInform9tion from ~rl~ml
AifJX)rt fl flj~h~ thlJ!thiltve deviilted from

Bristol Airport has been
asked to provide data on a
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the prescribed route during either take off number of occasions - still
or landing awaited

I See H(d)(l), below

Min 1S(e) (08/07/19): Clerk t~ I@@kinto h~vins Ul{~m~mofjgl In the process of havingOpen Forum: Freemans in(;l!:!d~dOf! N!li~'§ hj~mfie mOnYm@n~lim
Farm Memorial memorial listed

Action: Eric Gates to advise Clerk on location of Memorial

Min 4 & 10(b)
~-

Clerk to df~W up ~ djf~ctOfY of I~I
(09/09/19): Village Agent ~@fYji§! faeiliti@§~f!d €)~iviti~§
guest speaker & In progress
reallocation of Flax Bourton
Youth Club grant Clerk m look into f~iiI§ibility of €)§!:!fY@y

-
Min 7: Proposed Local Cler, m writ@ I@tt@fof ~YPport CompletedElectricity Bill

Min 8(e): Budget 2020/21 Cler~ m €l§K N~C to provid@VA'fJ on lo~n
--

See 9(d), below

Min 9(b): Weight Limit C1err' Action to date:
restrictions along Barrow 1. write to Mill 1. outstandingStreet

2. ask NSC to review signage 2. outstanding

See 9(b), below
-

Min 9(b): Service level Clerk to ~ff~n~@m@@tin~with Hu~h To be arranged for the
expectations ~f~Of, jgrie ~~t@§~nd ~r~~ ~f~~ new year

Clerk~ inv@§ti!1l~t@fYrth@rwith ~om@r§@t
-

Min 9(e): A38 No additional information
improvements eO~JntYCoyneil is currently available on

SCC's website

Min 12(b): Barrow Clerk to eass 01'1 Andr@w~h~rid~fI f~POJt§ CompletedHospital / WCL to LA el~rk
--

Min 1S(b): Princes Motto Clerk to look into ~mmYnity Right to Sid See !l(c), below
~. -

Min 1S(b): Princes Motto Sandr~ Gibson to df@ft I@tmrfor Draft letter circulated, see
eireuliiltion H( c), below

7 Consultations

a) NSC Draft Corporate Plan 2019-23
It was agreed the Parish Council would abstain from commenting on the Draft Corporate Plan.

b) NSCDraft Budget 2020/21
It was agreed the Parish Council would abstain from commenting on the NSC Draft Budget
2020/21.

c) NSCNeighbourhoodConsulta ion
Members considered the reque t by NSC for engagement in the development of initiatives and
contracts within the Corporate lan and agreed to respond expressing interest in being actively
involved in shaping the parks a d streetscene contracts as well as providing input into the
garden waste collection service

Action: Clerk to respond in accordance with the above
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8 Financeand Governance

a) Village Green Committee Budget 2020/21
The Clerk presented the Village Green Committee (VGC) Budget as previously circulated.

Members discussed the high costs of path spraying and strimming and considered possible
cost-cutting alternatives. It was agreed to approve the budget as presented on the proviso
that other options for those two elements of the budget are investigated and considered with
a view to making savings in this area over the forthcoming financial year.

Joanna Critchett proposed, Nick Tyrrell seconded and it was agreed that authority to spend
within the confines of the VfC Budget (copy attached) be granted to the VGC chaired by Rob
McKenzie, represented by Joanna Critchett, and subject to the Council's Financial Regulations.

b) Budget2019/20
The Clerk presented the draft budget 21S previously circulated. She explained that the tax base
had reduced as a result of a resetting exercise by NSC. A significant proportion of the
reduction could be attributed\ to a fewer than predicted number of new homes being built at
the Hospital site.

Members discussed unspent grants that lay in reserve including an amount of £1,925 owing
to, and unclaimed by NSC from 2015. It was agreed to seek to release the unspent grant
funded reserves and requested the Clerk to action this.
Members considered a number of small projects around the parish that could be funded
through the reallocation of part or all of the released reserves.

Action: Clerk to seek approval from funders (where necessary) for
reallocation of unspent balances of grants received

Action: Clerk to write to NSC regarding the £1,925 uninvoiced funds
Action: Clerk to include the following on the agenda for the next meeting:

1. Reallocation of unspent grant-funded reserves
2. Consider Village Regeneration projects

Eric Gates proposed, Joanna Critchett seconded and the Budget (copy attached) was agreed.

c) Precept 2020/21
Joanna Critchett proposed, Eric Gates seconded and it was resolved that Barrow Gurney
Parish Council would request a Precept of £10,200 for the financial year ending 31 March
2021.

Action: Clerk to advise NSC of Precept requirement

d) Website Accessibility: report and future training opportunities
The Clerk reported she had ken part in the webinar training delivered by SLCCand outlined
the process going forward. S e advised that following testing and assessing the website in
terms of accessibility, an Acc ssibility Statement would be drawn up that would detail the
Parish Council's plan for corn liance. The Clerk said she would have a written report to
present at the next meeting.
It was agreed the Clerk woul enrol on an SLCC delivered Creating accessible word and pdf
documentswebinar at a cost of £30 + VAT (to be split on a 50:50 basis with Brockley PC).

e) Pension Auto-enrolment duti - redeclaration of compliance
The Clerk advised that every hree years, the PC had a duty to assess the status of, and re-
enrol certain categories of s ff in the Parish Council's NEST pension scheme. Following this
assessment and re-enrolmen (if appropriate), the PC was required to complete a re-
declaration of compliance bef re the deadline of 31 March 2020.
The Clerk reported the asses ment had been carried out and there were no qualifying staff to
be re-enrolled in the pension cheme. The re-declaration of compliance had been completed
and acknowledged by the Pe sions Regulator on 15 December 2019.

f) R ipt§ nit Pilym na
ih@CI@rkF@port@dth@fg"gWf.;receiptshid*" r@e~ivoo~jn~ u,~lii)~tm~@tjn~:"

£80.00 Brocklev Pa ish Council Contributions to joint Good
£40.00 Wrington P ,rish Council Councillor training
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I
Andy Robbln§ propg!j~d, Ni(;Kfym~1I~al'ld~ imo it Wl;l~fe~olv@dto ratify th@following
payments m@d~ ~ine@th@ '€I~t m~n9:=

£444.19 Ms Joan1a van Tonder I HMRC

£444.19 Ms Joanna van Tonder / HMRC
I

It w@§ f~~lv~d to €lythgri~@th@fellowins payments to ee mad~:=
£78.00 The Play Inspection Company Annual playground inspection

£36.00 Ms Joanna van Tonder Reimburse Clerk for SLCC training

£60.00 Avon Local Councils Association Good Councillor training - CUr Nick
: Tyrrell

£180.00 Little Apple Gardening Services 3 x grass cuts on V/Green

£1,062.00 Nailsea Fencing Works to railings, bridge and play
area fencing

Clerk's salarv (November 2019)

Clerk's salary (December 2019)

£75.00 Molecatc~er

£19.80 Arien Signs

Removal of mole on V/Green

Sign for V/Green

The Clerk reported the current account bank balance prior to the authorisation of the cheques
was £8,022.06. Following the payment of the cheques amounting to £1,510.80, the available
balance would be £6,511.26. £7,529.39 was held in the deposit account.

9 Highways, pavements, verges and footpaths

a) Action taken by North Somerset Council since the previous meeting
~.--

Location Problem NSCAction
-

Hobbs Lane SeVErely overgrown Clerk to inspect
. -

All overgrown verges and hE\dges along A38 Completed
- -

Naish Lane (opp. pothole Reported - still outstandingRoseneath)

A38 Blocked drains Reported - still outstanding
--

Barrow Street Missing cats' eyes Reported - still outstanding
I

Barrow Street (at Mill Caml er of road has changed
pond) since resurfadnq, water flowing To be reported to Highways

away from drain
- - -- - - - - - --

Wild Country Lane (at pothc le Reported - still outstanding
Whistlewind)

--

b) Condition of roads, pavements, verges and footpaths
The following reports were n ted and/or received:

. A38 - litter along the length of the road within the parish especially at laybys
Barrow Lane - drains still blocked causing flooding of the highway
Barrow Court Lane - potholes
Cathorn Lane (Ieadin to St Katherine's Farm) - carriageway deteriorated

• Retaining stones bell village hall - falling onto pavement
Action: Cler to report on Council Connect

Drains
Cllr Hugh Gregor suggested a t m of volunteers could be encouraged to regularly clear the thin
layer of sludge and debris from Ithe tops of gullies, thus improving drainage throughout the
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parish. Andy Robbins advised he and Phil Carnell were already doing that but that the majority
of blocked drains were discharging water from below.
It was agreed to put a request into the parish magazine to recruit volunteers to "adopt a drain".

Traffic counts
The traffic count data, below, provided by NSC, was discussed and it was agreed the 57%
reduction in vehicle numbers alonQ Barrow Street since 2017 was encouraaina.

Automatic Traffic counter at 83130 Barrow Street: 2017: 11,721
Average Weekday Daily Traffic Volume (24hr; 2-way)

2018: 5,060

5,0162019:

Bristol City Council's Clean AJ Zone
Andy Robbins advised the proposals for a Clean Air Zone around Bristol city centre suggested a
ban on diesel vehicles entering the inner zone. As a consequence, this would render the South
Bristol Link Road inaccessible as a route for diesel-powered airport traffic thus simply displacing
the problem, not solving it.
It was agreed to respond to the Business West's call for feedback on the proposals as per the
draft presented by Andy Rob~ins. It was agreed to request a meeting with NSC's Executive
Member for Transport & Planning, Cllr James Tonkin to discuss the matter. A draft of the letter
was given to Cllr Hugh Gregor.

Clerk's note: CUr Hugh Gregor has confirmed that the copy of the letter has been
forwarded to CUrJames Tonkin.

Weight Limit restrictions along Barrow Street
Members discussed the present location of signage and the feasibility of reviewing the
positioning of signs in order to deter / prevent HGV's from passing through the centre of the
village along Barrow Street.
It was agreed the message to both the Mill and Bristol Water to be passed on to the hauliers
servicing those sites that access should be from the A370 and A38, respectively, ought to be
reinforced.

Action: Cler to write to the Mill and Bristol Water

c) Fly-tipping
The Clerk reported not having found a Facebook page for Long Ashton dealing specifically with
fly-tipping and it was suggested Long Ashton's village Facebook page was more likely to be the
forum for such reports.

Action: Clerk to monitor reports of fly-tipping

d) Loan of portable VAS sign
The Clerk advised that the PC were on the waiting list for a Vehicle Activated Sign on loan from
NSC. Members considered the \possible sites for the sign.

Action: Oerl to advise on the permitted locations for VAS

10 VillageGreenCommi~ee Report

a) Village Green Committee rep~rt
The Clerk read from the report received from Rob McKenzie.

b) Reallocation of bin budget 2(119/20
Members noted that the VGC had taken the decision to reallocate £106 of unspent VGC budget
set aside for bin emptying to ccver the costs incurred in the removal of the mole from the
Village Green.

11 Planning

a) Planning applications since tt e last meeting
The following pl~mnin ~ applicat ons have been received since the last meetina:

1 19/P/~s/FUL Change (f use of the existing building (agric~ltu~al) .to a class B2. I
(generallindustrial) and class 68 (storage / otstnbuuon) use and Increase
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in height of building at Redwood Farm, Barrow Street

Council comment: no objection (with comments)

2 19j~/3126ITOO T2 - Manna Ash - raise crown to 2.Sm above ground level; raise crown
above wall on east side to give O.5m clearance to wall at Barrow
Court, Barrow Court Lane

-- --

b) ConRnts, refUHI5 ilnd enforcement ~R5 5ineeth Iilit meeting
ih~II' cl" h ~ cl h---~o_.ow!nj;J -~I~lgn§ av~ .,"~fIma' @~if!~ t·@erevleus mootiflj;Jl
- 19/P/2661/TPO: Tl- Ash - fell at Winstones Road, Oatley CONSENT GRANTED
Park, Wild Country Lane 23/12/2019

-
- 19/P/2828/FUL: Change of use of the existing building at CONSENT GRANTED
Redwood Farm, Barrow Street 09/01/2020

- I

No n~w ~flforc~m~nt ~~~§ hav~b@@fll[)pened,reported on or ere ~tillpending.

c) Assets of Community Value and Community Right to Bid
Members discussed the recent change of ownership of the Princes Motto.
Following a discussion, it was Idecided not to send the draft letter to new owners Red Oak
Taverns.

Members went on to consider the value of the building as a community asset and it was agreed
to nominate the Princes Motto as an Asset of Community Value to be included on the register
held by North Somerset Council.

Action: Clerk to prepare and submit nomination

d) Other Planning matters

1. Bristol Airport
Recent reports in the media suggested the )21 P&R planning application had been withdrawn.

Action: Clerk to confirm status of application

CIe<k's note: The apPlicatn was withdrawn by the applicant on 08/01/2020.

Hugh Gregor advised a decisio

r
on the Airport expansion application had been delayed until

February at the earliest and th t NSC Councillors were meeting in late January to consider the
details of the application.

Andy Robbins advised he had raised the issue of a particular flight whose f1ightpath he had
tracked over Barrow Tanks with Bristol Airport. In reply, Bristol Airport informed Andy that their
main radar system had been d(~wn for the week in question and no further details of the
deviant flight were available. It was suggested if Bristol Airport did not have the necessary fail-
safe procedures, it should be a matter for the Civil Aviation Authority.

Action: And Robbins to continue to pursue satisfactory explanations

Clerk's note: A response h s been received from Bristol Airport confirming that, for
operational reasons, the flight i n question had been diverted for an early turn due to traffic.
Councillors have been invited t visit the Air Traffic Centre to witness systems in operation. In
addition, the e-rnall advised:" e are in the process of having an online, publicly available,
version of our Noise and Track eeping System on our website which will allow interested
persons to check aircraft flights against our Noise Preferential Routes (NPR's)"

It was noted residents were no icing a rise in the number of occasions aviation fuel could be
smelled.

2. Joint Spatial Plan
Hugh Gregor was was invited t update members. He confirmed that NSC had withdrawn from
the West of England quartet as hey were permitted to do in the absence of an adopted plan.
While the intention was to continue to work closely with the other three local authorities, the
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dissolution of the formal arrangement would enable NSC to shape its own plan without having a
wider plan imposed upon it.

12 Parish Area reports

a) Barrow Court I Barrow Court Lane
The Clerk advised that, following a noise complaint received from Barrow Court and reported at
the last meeting, Stancombe Quarry had commissioned a boundary noise review in November,
the results of which showed noise levels at all the measurement sites were within planning
permission levels.

b) Barrow Hospital site I Wild ~ountryLane
Andrew Sheridan's report was read and covered the following issues:

• fly-tipping was ongoihg along Wild Country Lane
Hospital Road and the WCL railway bridge was still flooding during periods of heavy
rainfall
drainage rectification Iworks were continuing at Oatley Park (Area A)

Members also noted that Lin~en Homes were recently acquired by Bovis Homes which could
explain the lack of further development of the site in terms of the planning consent already
achieved.

c) Naish Lane I A38
There was nothing to report.

d) Village centre I Barrow Street
There was nothing further to report.

13 Village Enhancements and maintenance

a) Completion of railings, bridgfand fencing repairs
Members noted that the corn issioned works to the railings at the Mill Leat, the bridge and the
play area fendnq had been co pleted to a good standard.

b) Other
The Clerk advised that NSC's Annual Free Flower scheme was now open. Andy Robbins
suggested the village centre could benefit from additional flower tubs and troughs.

Action: Clerk to forward list of plants to Andy Robbins to confirm quantities
Action: Clerk to source quotes for additional tubs and troughs

14 Open Forum for the FlarishCouncil

a) Town &. Parish Forum (Gener I) -12 February 2020
Eric Gates and Nick Tyrrell adv sed they would make every effort to attend this event.

b) Annual Parish Meeting 2020
Members discussed and consid red suggestions for the Annual Parish Meeting that included:

inviting NSC Heritage fficers to talk on local history as a draw for local tourism
Action: Hug Gregor to pass on details of NSC contact responsible of

pro oting North Somerset

c) Climate Emergency Action Oa Workshop
Eric Gates advised he would interested in attending a Climate Emergency Action Day
workshop promoted by the Celtre for Sustainable Energy (through ALCA) and asked the Clerk
to advise ALCA accordingly.

15 Future meetings
2020 meeting dates: 9 March, 11 ay, 13 July, 14 September and 9 November 2020

Meeting concluded at !0:14pm.
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BARROW GURNEY PARISH COUNCIL
BUDGET 2020 I 2021

Actual Actual Estimated ~udget

Notes for the year for the year for the year mrttJgY@f
ending 31/03/18 ending 31/03/19 ending 31/03/20 §/'I§iflf:.! ~VQM!!

EXPENDITURE

Annual General expenditure:
Clerk's Salary 3,938.64 5,088.71 5,580 ~f~4~Clerk's Telephone expenses 25.00 15.00 25 41:1Oerk's Travel allowances 71.97 47.67 260 '2.7
Training 140.00 227 IBIlPrinting & Stationery 81.59 88.30 91 filD
Postage 28.60 41.53 51 ~IT expenses 50.78 54.95 91 ~!Insurance 2 347.87 354.83 365 ~=n
Subscriptions 251.70 169.33 208 21~
Data Protection Registration Fee 35.00 40.00 40 40Grants 3 50.00 50.00 50 ~O
Annual Village Hall hire 350.00 350.00 350 J~Q
Annual Audit Fees 20.20 129.20 31 (¥1
Wreath for War Memorial 40.00 20 ~O
Village Green 1,~153.00 1,057.00 1,825 2f!l~B
Footpath Maintenance 0
Village Maintenance and enhancements 33.86 400.00 750 ~~g
War Memorial 75.00 75.00 75 7~
Youth Services
General Contingency 0
Other 4 96.31 8

~f7~~ 21 M97.!l~ 1",047 !()f~~§

Extraordinary expenditure:
Village Green: picnic tables / benches ~DQ
Parish Council Elections 45
Defibrillator signage & spare pads 88
Noticeboards 1,309.00
Plant tubs 81.26

l,~~!l,~~ !l,!l0 l~~ ~Q!J
Projects subsidised by grants: 5
Defibrillator 1,582
Resurfacing playground 8,880.00
Table Tennis table 2,389.35
Telephone box refurbishment 810.00
Laptop purchase 433.28
Projects funded from earmarked reserves:
Purchase of brushcutter 375.00
Laying of hedge 1,167.03

!,§OQ,n 12~4~4.~~ !,~~~

VAT paid on expenses to be reclaimed 395.13 2,402.81 541

TOTAL EXPENDITURE !Q.!~B,!;l! ~2,~~,~~ !~,~04 - !M~~

INCOME
Precept 7,700.00 8,200.00 9,000 10,200
Council Tax Benefit Grant (NSC) 91.78 53.17 0 Q
Village Orderly Grant 100.00 100.00 100 HIQ
VAT reclaimed from previous year 301.09 395.13 2,328 ~41
Interest earned 4.36 4.08 15 gg
Grants received 5,165.28 1,000.00 1,490

TOTAL INCOME ·1~,~~2,n ~,7!j~,~B 12,9~~ rQ,B~l

BUDGETEXCESS/ (SHORTFALL) ~~

RESERVES
Anticipated cash Balances at FYE31/03/20 6 lU§4

Add: 2020/2021 Budget Surplus ~§
Less: Unspent grants received 5 =4,fiI§6
less: Earmarked reserves 7 ~~~O

RESERVEavailable for FYE 31/03/21 ~,~f,l~

% of annualgeneralexpenditure §~o;o

EFFECT ON BAND D EQUIVALENT HOUSEHOLDS

Tax Base (No. Band D equivalent properties) 8 222.10 225.80 242.10 ~~MD
£ per Band D equivalent household 34.67 36.32 37.17 <'M.21

% increase !ft,g~Olg
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BARROW GURNEY PARISH COUNCIL
BUDGET 2020 I 2021 - Notes to the Budget

1. Clerk's Salary

Clerk's Salary has been based on 9.5 hours per week, and on salary scale point SCP12(per National Association of Local Coundls and the
Society of Local Coundl Clerks).

2. Insurance

Insurance cover has been budgeted taking into account an estimated increase of 3%.

3. Grants

The Grants budget has been set in line with the Grants and Charitable Donations POlicy.

4. Other

I
The estimated expenditure for the FYE 31/03/2020 of £1'92 covers the purchase of a first aid kit.

5. Projects subsidised by Grants

Net suralus ( Grant received Project expenditure
(defiEit) BROUGHT

FORWARD
Balance of cemex grant for materials - A38
walkways (FYE 31/03/13) 738.27

~~,21'
Walkways Working Group fundraising (FYE 31/03/14) 732.50

1'~2,!jO
Bristol Airport Community Fund - A38 crossing (FYE

1,925.0031/03/16)

1;~2!j,!fO
Balance of Transparency Code Compliance grant
(FYE 31/03/16) 9.51

!},§l
Stancombe Quarry Fund grant - Walkways project

1,500.00(FYE 31(03/17)

l~O'l.!;lO
Stancombe Quarry Fund grant - Table tennis table

-37.35(FYE 31/03/18)

=~I'J~
Bristol Airport Community Fund grant - refurbish
telephone box (FYE 31(03(19) 190.00
- 4 x grant acknowlegment plaques 92.00

~1M:)!f
Stancombe Quarry Fund grant - Defibrillator (FYE

1,490.0031/03/20)
- purchase of defibrillator 1,490.00

~OO
!i,11~7,~~ T.!W),aa U8~,D~ 4,~~~l"

6. Anticipated cash Balances at FYE 31/03/20

@ 14/12/2019
Current account 8,466.25
Deposit account 7,529.39

15,995.64
Less; unpaid estimated expenditure -4,132.01
Add: antidpated receipts not yet banked 0.00

ii,f"(j}-;r~

7. Earmarked Reserves

EafR)arked Reserves Unsoent budget Expenditure against EafR)arked Reserves
BROUGHT FORWARD earmarked earmarked reserves CARRIED FORWARD

Village Green: replacement of War Memorial tree (FYE
250.0031/03/16, VGC Minute 3 07/12/2015)
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8. Tax Base (No. of Band D Equivalent Properties)

The tax base for FYE 31/03/21 shows a DECREASE of 4.8% "er that of FYE 31/03/20.
North Somerset Coundl have offered the following explana on:
"The data for Barrow Gurney shows that in 2019/20 there h'r1s been less housing growth in 2019/20 than budgeted (ell Band D's), and
more discounts awarded (c3 Band D's). H
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