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MINUTES OF THE MEETING

held on
Wednesday 2 March  2022 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Councillors present: Andy Robbins (Chairman), Andrew Sheridan, Phil Carnell, Nick Tyrrell
In attendance: Clerk and two residents
Public Participation:
· Residents queried the parish council's position regarding the airport expansion. Lengthy discussion took place where the Parish Council clarified that it had supported the PCAA in their submission to the Planning Inspectorate following Bristol Airport’s appeal against the NSC decision to refuse planning consent. Unfortunately, the Inspectorate had supported the Airport’s appeal. A suggestion was made that individuals write to Communities Secretary and/or Liam Fox.
· Concern was raised about speeding in the 20mph zone in the village. It was decided that a resident carry out a representative speed check to understand the scale of this problem.
· A question was asked by a resident about a potential Hobbs Lane lighting scheme. A Councillor gave a detailed description of this project.
1.3.22  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies received and accepted from Eric Gates, Sandra Gibson, Graham 
Spooner 
2.3.22  DECLARATION OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS

No Interests were declared
3.3.22  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 5 January 2022

APPROVED as a correct record. The Vice Chairman is to sign the Minutes and return it to the Clerk at a later date.
4.3.22 BRISTOL AIRPORT
Members expressed disappointment that the Bristol Airport’s Appeal had been upheld and that the airport will be allowed to expand. All agreed that the parish council will not be able to bear the potential cost of further legal challenges. Letters will be sent to Liam Fox and Michael Gove.
5.3.22 BARROW HOSPITAL
The works to eliminate perennial flooding problems in Hospital Road are ongoing with steady progress being made by the developers.
However, as a result of the combination of the ongoing development of the 66 homes by Bovis/Vistry ( with the sole access road to the site being Hospital Road); the drainage work to build a bund of c1 metre in height in the fields between the reservoir and the DWH properties; and the work having now commenced to dig up the entire estate road on the DWH development to re-lay drainage the entire site is more akin to a brown field site. There are now problems with liquid mud, noise and access to properties. Members have expressed concerns that developers are not following safety regulations and will visit the site shortly to investigate.
6.3.22 HIGHWAYS, PAVEMENTS. VERGES and FOOTPATHS
Works to clear drains in School Lane and, possibly, Barrow Street (which has not flooded recently) have been completed by NSC.

Current outstanding works: 1. fallen slabs alongside pavement near the Village Hall 2. Hillside Cottages to Barrow Court Lane – around 20 drains are blocked due to excessive use of grit. Clerk will report on NSC portal.
7.3.22 HOBBS LANE
The lighting project is currently being tested. Discussions took place about ensuring minimum light pollution. Further update will be provided at the next meeting.

8.3.22 ASSET OF COMMUNITY VALUE
No update at this time. More details on inclusion of Prince's Motto pub are to be provided at the next meeting.
9.3.22 VILLAGE GREEN COMMITTEE:
Members were updated that, as a result of a contract tender, Little Apple have been appointed to maintain the grounds in 2022-23.
It was agreed to order additional flower boxes for village summer planting.

10.3.22 QUEENS PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS:
The Village Hall Committee outlined the plan for the Queens Jubilee celebrations in the parish. The Parish Council will support it.
11.3.22 THE FOLLOWING PLANNING APPLICATIONS WERE NOTED:
	Planning Application& address
	Description of proposal
	BGPC Comments submitted to NSC
	Decisions status by NSC

	21/P/3000/FUL

Former Hospital Road
	Discharge of condition No 4 ( Sustainable Drainage Scheme ) on application 18/P/3209/MMA
	No objection
	Awaiting decision

	21/P/3335/FUH
School Cottage School Lane
	Proposed erection of a new rear dormer window.
	No objection
	Approved

	21/P/3430/PIP
Barrowfields Cottage Dial Lane
	Permission in Principle for the conversion of existing garage to provide 1no. 2/3 bedroom dwelling. THIS IS NOT A PLANNING APPLICATION
	No objection
	Awaiting decision

	22/P/0093/FUH
Sunnyside Naish Lane 
	Proposed erection of a single storey extension to the North elevation.
	No objection
	Awaiting decision


12.3.22 FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
a) Members agreed to appoint ALCA Internal network for auditing financial 2021-22 accounts.

b) The following payments made since the last meeting under the scheme of Delegation of Powers  to the Clerk were NOTED:
	
	 Net
	VAT
	Total

	Dropbox subscription 2021-22
	£79.90
	£15.98
	£95.88

	Village Hall yearly rent 2021-22  
	
	
	£350.00

	Clerks salary – January, February 2022
	
	
	Available to  Council Members

	Clerks home office allowance: January, February 2022
	
	
	£24.00/mnth


13.3.22  OPEN FORUM FOR PARISH COUNCILLORS
- Discussions took place on the possibility of organising a coffee morning for senior residents in the village. There is some government funding available for this.
- Installation of a timber kissing gate on the path opposite the Church was discussed. Possible part funding might be required from NSC.
14.3.21 PROPOSED DATES OF THE NEXT MEETING:
4 May 2022, 6pm – Annual Meeting of Residents and Annual Meeting of the Parish Council (where a Chairman is elected)
