	BARROW GURNEY PARISH COUNCIL
	Clerk: Olga Shepherd
barrowgurneyclerk@gmail.com
23rd February 2023


Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held
on Wednesday 1st March 2023 at 19.00pm in the Village Hall 
Present:  Eric Gates (Chairman), Andy Robbins, Andrew Sheridan, Graham Spooner, Sandra Gibson, Nick Tyrrell, Phil Carnell
In attendance: District Cllr H. Gregor, Olga Shepherd (Clerk) and 4 residents
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
-Residents enquired if the parish council have had any communication with NSC with regard to the former Hospital building site. Concerns were raised about trees being felled in Ancient woodland and that NSC is not overseeing the woodland management programme. 
- Residents also questioned whether asbestos had been disposed appropriately by the builders. 
- Barrow Mill House resident complained about water, salt and grit being washed into the property as a consequence of resurfacing work some years ago. 
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
1.3.23  Apologies for absence

No apologies received.
2.3.23  Declarations of interest and dispensations

No interests were declared.
3.3.23  Minutes of the previous meeting – 4th  January 2023
The minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4th January 2023 APPROVED  as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
4.3.23 Former Barrow Hospital Site 
a. The Parish Council had approached the Forestry Commission to seek advice about mature trees being felled at the site. Disappointingly, the Forestry Commission has responded that it has minimal powers and is unable to influence this action. The Woodland Management Plan appears to be only advisory. The Forestry Commission confirmed that the responsibility for implementation of the planning permission lies solely with NSC. 
b. The Parish Council undertook to request copies of the certificate of legal disposal of asbestos by the developers.
ACTION Eric
c. The Parish Council will follow up on its enquiry to NSC on the various points made, including the planning permission issued in 2015 for the clearance of the woodland to determine how many trees were authorised to be felled.  Further enquiries will me made to the Head of Planning Mr. Roger Wilmott, who is acting case officer. Trees, which are being felled are understood to be covered by a Tree Preservation Order and it was believed that NSC planning permission does not override a TPO. 
Secretary’s note: An e mail from NSC had actually been sent in response to the previous enquiry, coincident with the start of the meeting. This has been circulated and overtakes this action. The Residents’ Association will review the letter and advise on a response.
5.3.23 Bristol Airport
a. The Council was updated on the discussions, which took place at the PCAA meeting held on 2 February 2023: Review of the Local Plan is not progressing in the light of the Levelling Up Bill which, it is anticipated, will be approved in Parliament sometime soon. There is an expectation that Local Authorities will be given influence in determining the number of new houses to be developed. This also will affect future plans for airport expansion.
b. The Council AGREED that Barrow Gurney PC will contribute £300 towards further appeal (Supreme Court)
6.3.23 Stancombe Quarry Grant application
        a. The Council agreed to apply for a Stancombe Quarry Grant before the next deadline on 31 July 2023. The application will be made for two defibrillators to be installed in Barrow Court and Fox & Goose pub. 
ACTION Eric to establish the purchase and installation costs of the defibrillator at the Village Hall.
7.3.23 Community Infrastructure Levy:
The use of CIL money will be considered once the building development is complete.
8.3.23 Assets of Community Value 
a. Princess Motto pub is currently under new management.  Registration as an Asset of Community Value implied that the business was of value to residents who would be willing to support it. It was agreed that the
proposal. to designate the pub as an ACV would be held
in abeyance at the present time. 
9.3.23 Village Green 
a. After discussion with the landowners, it had been agreed that the ash trees do not need to be felled at this point as there is a chance that the trees might recover. VG Committee will monitor them.
b. The latest Playgrounds report was discussed. Low Risk areas are identified. It was confirmed that weekly safety checks are being done. There are areas in need of strimming, further investigation of some structural timbers and minor repairs to be carried out in the light of the report’s findings. It was agreed that funds need to be made available for a longer term maintenance programme. 
10.3.23 Highways, Pavements. Verges and Footpaths 
The following updates on works logged into the NSC portal were received: 
  1a. Overgrown footpath from Dial Lane and Freemans Lane along the A38 – pending
  2a. Barrow Street flooding - not all drains have been cleared. NSC investigation crew is expected to come back to the drain opposite Upper Mill Farm with cameras shortly.
  3a. School Lane drains have finally been unblocked.

 4a. The Barrow Mill House resident complained about water, salt and grit being washed into the property after the road had been resurfaced a couple of years ago.  Clerk will log a new report into NSC website. 
 5a. Unsafe Stiles - the Council was updated that NSC offered the landowner access to funds in order to replace the unsafe stiles. This offer is valid until the end of March. In the event that the landowner decides not to use these funds, he will still be responsible for making the stiles safe. Action remains with NSC.
  6a  An update was received that a stonemason is waiting for better weather to start the Diamond Jubilee stone inscription at the cost of £600 + VAT
11.3.23 NSC Demand Responsive Transport (DRT)
a. NSC is holding a briefing on DRT & Bus Service Improvement Plan on the 21st  and 22nd March. Councillors will attend this briefing and update the Council. 
ACTION Graham and Andy
13.3.23 Climate Change
 a. The Council is still looking into viability of this project and its limitations. Concerns were raised about how effective it might be for old properties.  
14.3.23 King’s Coronation Event – 7th May 
a. The Village Hall Committee is organising a street party.
b. It was planned to provide a Coronation mug for residents under 16 in the Parish. 
ACTION Nick, Sandra, Andrew, Graham to confirm the number of under 16s in the various parts of the village. 
ACTION Eric to check sources and cost of mugs.
12.3.23  PLANNING APPLICATIONS:
The following planning applications were NOTED:
	Planning Application& address 
	Description of proposal
	BGPC Comments submitted to NSC
	Decisions status by NSC

	23/P/0176/AOC
Bristol Airport
	Request to discharge condition number 5 (Compliance with total passenger numbers not exceeding 12 million per annum) on application 18/P/5118/OUT.
	OBJECT
	

	23/P/0083/FUH
23/P/0084/LBC
12 Barrow Court Barrow Court Lane
	Proposed internal alterations to convert the existing garage into a guest bedroom with en-suite, and the addition of a kitchenette and utility space in the existing entrance lobby.
	No objection
	


13.3.23 Local Elections 4th May 2023
Clerk has updated the Council that Elections are to be announced on the 20th March 2023. The Nomination papers are to be delivered by hand to NSC between 21 March and 4 April 2023 (4pm). Candidate’s election expenses return to be submitted by all candidate by 1 June 2023 to the Returning Office in NSC.
14.3.23 Finance and Administration:
a. It was NOTED  that VAT claim of £818.00 has been sent to HMRC
b. No response was received for the advertised Parish Orderly vacancy.
c. The order of 200 summer bedding flowers was placed with NSC.
d. The following schedule of payments was APPROVED:
	
	 Net
	VAT
	Total

	Village Hall hire for PC meetings 2022-23
	
	
	£300.00

	Spanglefish website hosting and and domain registration 2023-24
	£85.83
	£17.17
	£103.00

	Playground inspection 2023
	
	
	£83.40

	Clerk’s mileage (March meeting)
	
	
	£15.99


To NOTE the following payments made since the last meeting:
	
	 Net
	VAT
	Total

	Glasdon inv 2 x grit bns
	£420.98
	£84.20
	£505.18

	Culligan Water inv
	£84.00
	£16.80
	£100.80

	Staff pay 
	
	
	Available to Council Members


14.3.23 Open forum: Any Other Business
 - It was NOTED that Hobbs Lane has been cleared by the tenants of the adjoining fields
- Cllr Graham Spooner advised that he will not stand in the upcoming elections. The Council thanked Graham for his contribution to the Council’s work and thanked him for the knowledge and experience that he had brought to the discussions. 
15.3.23  Dates of future meetings: 

Wednesday 10th May – Annual Meeting of Electors and the Annual Parish Council Meeting (new Council take Office and the new Chairman elected)
