Barrow Gurney Parish Council 
Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council 

held on Wednesday 3rd January 2024 at 7pm in the Village Hall

Present: Eric Gates, Andy Robbins, Nick Tyrrell, Sandra Gibson, Phil Carnell, John Gibbs.

In attendance: Clerk (Olga Shepherd). 

1.1.24 Apologies 
Apology received from Andrew Sheridan.

2.1.24 Declaration of Interests

No Interests were declared.
3.1.24 Minutes The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 8th November 2023 were APPROVED
4.1.24 Matters arising (where not covered elsewhere on the agenda)
Access to the A38 War Memorial: NSC’s proposed solution was reported. Sandra to check  whether the proposed access arrangements were practicable. 
ACTION Sandra
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
No matters were raised under this section.
5.1.24 Planning applications:
a. The following planning applications were considered:
	Planning Application number and address
	Description of proposal
	Parish Council Comment 


	23/P/2451/LBC
9 Barrow Court Barrow Court Lane 
	Listed building consent for the proposed installation of 1no. roof window in South roof slope.
	No Objection

	23/P/2308/FUL
Land South Of Hillside Vicarage Lane
	Proposed placement of PV Solar Array of 60 x 410W solar panels, in 3 strips of 20.
	No Objection

	23/P/2185/FU2

	Hybrid planning application (full and outline elements) with Environmental Statement for the construction of new office campus (Use (Class E(g)(i)) with associated external and below ground works. Full application (on a phased basis) comprising three office buildings, culinary building, training centre and auditorium. New accesses from the public highway, internal site roads and footpaths, public realm works, site drainage, landscaping, solar PV field, ancillary plant, servicing and other associated works. Below ground works including ancillary plant, car and cycle parking and geothermal borefield. Outline application comprising two further office buildings (access, layout, scale and landscaping for approval, appearance to be reserved for subsequent approval) | Land SW Of Long Ashton Park And Ride Off Gurney Roundabout (A370) And Colliters Way Long Ashton.

	Object.
The PC comments were published


6.1.24 Former Barrow Hospital Site

Andrew Sheridan updated the council in writing that currently, given the weather, the former Barrow Hospital site is heavily waterlogged. To date Hospital Road has remained passable.
The railway bridge at the bottom of  Wild Country Lane, which frequently floods is currently impassable. The bridge is in Long Ashton parish and NSC are aware and do come out regularly to try and clear it, but there must be a fundamental issue which remains to be resolved.
7.1.24 Bristol Airport

- No smell of aviation fuel had been reported  recently. The Chairman had published the links to Bristol Airport website page and NSC website page where people can put their complaints if needed.

- the new guidelines for the Airport Environmental and Amenity Improvement Fund were NOTED.

- Nick outlined his response to the proposal to remove the Airport from Green Belt designation.

Actions - Nick to recirculate his note and 



- All to advise if they would prefer any amendments.
8.1.24 Local Nature 
a. The proposed draft Local Nature Plan was reviewed. It was decided that further work to adopt the policy for  Barrow Gurney is needed.  
Actions 
- Nick and John will redraft and circulate to all Councilors for agreement at the next meeting. 


- Andy, Nick and John to put forward proposals for village enhancements. 
Financial provision was made for this item in the subsequent discussion of the 23/4 budget.
b. Local Food Production and Security Request received from Bleadon PC was NOTED. Concerns were expressed with regards to land being prioritised for energy production. There was not action to be taken by BGPC on this matter.
9.1.24 Stancombe Quarry Grant 
The Chairman will contact the supplier, confirm order for two defibrillators (including installation at the Fox & Goose). There are some complications with the electricity supply at the Church, other options for the installation at the church are to be explored.

Action - Eric to contact the supplier, confirm order for both (including installation at 
the Fox & Goose) and explore options for the installation at the church.

10.1.24 Village Green 

-Nick updated the Council on the Annual Village Green Meeting, held in November.
-The Budget of £1,980 was requested for the financial year 2024-25 for the maintenance of the Village Green. 
-It was NOTED that three benches were repaired by a volunteer. A thank you note will be sent to the volunteer.
Action 
- Olga to send thank you letter 
11.1.24 Highways, Pavements, Verges and Footpaths

The following updates were received:  
- flooding of Barrow Street above Lower Mill Farm: Andy Robbins had produced a document outlining a history of the problem since 2018 and circulated it to all Councillors. The need for installation of a new outfall was confirmed and agreed by NSC. The reason for delay relates to access over the bridge  over which heavy equipment would need to cross to access the site. 
However, it was suggested that the machinery can actually be brought through the nearby orchard gate instead. 
Action - Andy will request a site meeting with NSC engineers to agree the resolution to this problem. Further enquiries have established that excavation is to be carried out in March to establish the cause and extent of the blockage.
- Traffic lights on A38/B3130 junction causing safety issues: It was mentioned that the bus lane is being used inconsistently by buses. It was suggested that painting dotted guidelines would help drivers turning right from the B3130 towards the Airport.
Action - Eric will consult with the Highways officer.
- Unsafe stiles : A survey will be carried out when the weather improves.
Action - Andy and Nick will contact the Ramblers Association. 
- Blocked drains on Hobbs Lane by junction with the A38 - reported to NSC by Clerk.
- Overgrown footpath from Dial Lane to Freemans Lane along theA38 – reported to NSC by Clerk. It was suggested that BGPC take this task on.
Action - Andywill ask NSC for permission to use a scraper. 
- footpath from Hobbs Lane to Naish Lane – overgrown vegetation. Reported to NSC by Clerk.
- Clearance of Hobbs Lane was done by the PC contractor. The Clerk will ask NSC to contribute to the cost.
Action Olga
- Grit bins: The Chairman will put a note out to ask parishioners to check the nearest grit bins and report those that need refilling on NSC Council Connect.
Action – Eric 
Councillors will identify a suitable location and install the grit bin on Hobbs Lane. 
Action Phil and Andy
- ‘Fountain’ Bus stop, blocked drain- The Clerk will report on NSC portal.
12.1.24 Finance and Administration 

a) The Q3 Bank reconciliation and funds at end of December 2023 was APPROVED.
b) The outcome 2023-24 budget to 31 December 2023 was NOTED.
c) The Budget 2024-25 was reviewed and APPROVED. 
d) The PRECEPT amount for 2024-25 was AGREED at £13,500.
e) The following payments made since the last meeting were ratified:
	
	Net
	VAT
	Total amount

	Staff salary (Clerks and Parish Orderly)
	
	
	Available to the Council


f) To ratify the following payments to be made: 
	
	Net
	VAT
	Total amount

	Little Apple invoice 5521 (November grass cut x 1)
	£80.00
	£16.00
	£96.00

	Defibrillator supplies
	£386.00
	£77.20
	£463.20

	Invoice for clearance of Hobbs Lane
	£995.00
	£199.00
	£1,194.00

	Home office expense
	
	
	£24.00/mnth


It was agreed to request an increase in the contribution from NSC for the Parish Orderly 
Action - Olga.
13.1.24 Open forum for Information only


It was mentioned that a Give way sign by the Post Office is needed. The Chairman will contact Highways officer. 
Action – Eric 

It was agreed to request bedding plants from NSC if/when these were offered.

Action - Olga
14.1.24 Proposed date of the next meeting: 27th March 2024
