Barrow Gurney Parish Council 

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council 

held on Wednesday 6th September 2023 at 19.00pm in the Village Hall

Present: Eric Gates, Andy Robbins, Sandra Gibson.

In attendance: Olga Shepherd (Clerk) and one resident.

1.9.23 Apologies 

Apologies received from Phil Carnell, Andrew Sheridan and Nick Tyrrell.

2.9.23 Declaration of Interests


No Interests were declared.

3.9.23 Minutes The Minutes of the  Parish Council Meeting of 5th July 2023 were APPROVED and signed by the Chairman.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No matters were raised under this section  

4.9.23 Cooption

John Gibbs had expressed an interest in joining the Council.  The Council  considered the application and voted unanimously for John to be coopted. John signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and Registration of Interests and took his place on the Council.

The clerk will notify the NSC and notify John Gibbs of ALCA Councilor introduction courses. 

5.9.23 Actions arising from the last meeting.


No actions were taken that are not on this agenda.

6.9.23 Planning applications:

a. The following planning applications were considered:

	Planning Application number and address
	Description of proposal
	Parish Council Comment 

NSC Decision

	23/P/1425/AOC

Redwood Farm, Barrow Street
	request to discharge condition #5 (Noise report) from application 22/P/1227/FUL
	BGPC has No objection

	23/P/1424/AOC

Redwood Farm, Barrow Street
	 request to discharge condition #4 (Noise report( from application 19/P/2828/FUL
	BGPC has No objection

	23/P/1294/TPO 

Barrow Court, Barrow Court Lane
	T3 Atlas Cedar remove dead wood. T65 Corsican Pine crown reduction on N/E side by 4 mtrs. T104 Scots Pine fell replace with pine. T103 Horse Chesnut crown lift to 3 mtrs.


	NSC granted CONSENT

	 23/P/1714/FUH

Vicarage Cottage Barrow Gurney

 BS48 3RT
	Proposed erection of a single storey extension to the north elevation. Single storey infill extension to the East elevation and removal of 2no windows at the East elevation. 
	BGPC has No objection

	23/P/1683/HHPA

The Cottages, 16 Hospital Road.
	Prior approval request for the erection of a single storey rear extension with a pitched roof that would 1) extend beyond the rear wall of the original house by 4.80 metres; 2) have a maximum height of 3.90 metres and 3) have eaves that are 2.90 metres high.


	BGPC has No objection

	 23/P/1444/FUL

Lakeside, Bridgewater Road, Barrow Gurney. BS48 3SJ



	Proposed change of use of former hot tub showroom and associated offices to 7no. One and two bed apartments with works to include; Alterations to existing fenestration with replacement and new fenestration, and creation of external stairways to the North and West elevations.’
	BGPC has 

No objection

	23/P/1689/FUL

Freemans Quarry, Potters Hill


	Proposed erection of a ready mixed concrete plant within operational limestone quarry. 
	Response will be prepared later


Action - all to respond to 23/P/1689/FUL

b. The Appeal to planning application 22/P/1324/FUL Ref; 23/00024/AT02 - The Lodge, Hospital Road, Barrow Gurney – Demolition of existing building and erection of 3no. residential dwellings with associated works.

The Council will prepare a written representation for submission.

Action - all

7.9.23 Former Barrow Hospital Site


Update on involvement of Planning Enforcement Officer – there were no update.

8.9.23 Stancombe Quarry Grant application

The Grant application will be considered on the 4th October. 

Action: Andy Robbins and Eric Gates will attend the Stancombe Quarry meeting. 

9.9.23 Village Green 

 - Andy Robbins had volunteered with the help of others to carry out strimming to save the Village Green committee funds. 

- It was noted that the Village Green budget is currently on track. 

10.9.23 Highways, Pavements, Verges and Footpaths


To receive update on following issues: 


-  NSC had investigated by camera the drain at Upper Mill Farm leading from the B3130 to the Land Yeo. The conclusion was that the outfall needs to be replaced with one of larger diameter but NSC was unwilling to access the site with heavy equipment via the bridge over the stream.  NSC is in discussion with landowner about the access to the site.

· Unsafe stiles – The Council concluded that it needed to conducta further review of the stiles  to assess the effectiveness of  the landowner's repairs.

Action: Nick Tyrrell and Andy Robbins will do another survey before the next meeting.

- New traffic lights at the A38/B3130 junction. A number of issues were identified with the new arrangements. 

 Action: Eric Gates will contact the officer at NSC Highways to record the PC's concerns. 

12.9.23 Finance and Administration 

a) The Council NOTED that NO requests were received under the Public Rights exercise for 2022-23 parish council accounts. 

b) The Budget Progress and funds earmarked for specific projects  (as at end of August 2023) were reviewed.  The Council will contact District Councilor Anniemieke Waite to investigate possible ideas that other parishes may be exploring. 



Action: Andy to contact Councillor Waite and John Gibbs to research possible green project ideas.

c) The following payments made since the last meeting were NOTED:

	
	Net
	VAT
	Total amount

	Staff salary (Clerks and Parish Orderly)
	
	
	Available to the Council

	Soil and compost
	
	
	£76.00


d) The following payments were APPROVED: 

	
	Net
	VAT
	Total amount

	Little Apple invoice 5261 (July grass cut x 2)
	£160.00
	£32.00
	192.00

	 Clerk’s mileage (September meeting)
	
	
	£15.99

	Home office expense
	
	
	£24.00/mnth


The Council decided that it did not wish to fund a subscription to Parish Online

13.9.23 Open forum for Information only

It was noted that there was a significant amount of ragwort growing around the junction between the B3130 and the A370. 

Action – Clerk to request clearance by NSC

There was discussion about the compliance of the equestrian centre off Wild Country Lane with its planning approval. 

Action – Andy to circulate a draft letter to NSC 


14.9.23 Next meeting : 8th November 2023
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