Barrow Gurney Parish Council 
Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council 

held on Wednesday 8th November 2023 at 7pm in the Village Hall

Present: Eric Gates, Nick Tyrrell, Sandra Gibson, Andrew Sheridan, Phil Carnell, John Gibbs.

In attendance: Annemieke Waite (District Councilor); three residents and Clerk (Olga Shepherd). 

1.11.23 Apologies 
Apology received from Andy Robbins. 

2.11.23 Declaration of Interests

No Interests were declared.
3.11.23 Minutes The Minutes of the  Parish Council Meeting of 6th September 2023 were APPROVED 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
· A resident raised the issue of access to the War memorial on the A38 since the new bus lane was created . Two solutions to this problem were suggested: 
· 1. To request an exemption for parking while maintenance was undertaken and 
· 2. To ask NSC highways to drop the curb on Barrow Street to allow access to the kerb to facilitate parking away from the road traffic. The Chairman will write to NSC Highways. ACTION Eric 
· It was NOTED that the traffic lights on the A38 junction were not working properly  and NSC needed to contract for their adjustment.
· Residents asked about climate change initiatives in Barrow Gurney. There was discussion of what could be done in the Parish, given the available budget (£1000 allocated). It was noted that the PC did not own any assets in its own right, which restricts the options. Activity in Long Ashton was noted, as were the different funding levels and resources. The Parish Council agreed to investigate Long Ashton Climate Action Plan when it is ready by the end of December 2023, to see if any initiatives can also be suitable for implementation in Barrow Gurney.
· ACTION – Nick, John and Myles Mayne agreed to meet to discuss possible options.
It was mentioned that colonies of endangered door mice, beavers and voles were noticed in the area and suggestions were made to work with neighboring villages to create wildlife corridors to encourage wildlife populations.
4.11.23 Actions arising from the last meeting.
John Gibbs reported results of his research of possible green projects ideas. He had consulted the  Friends of the Earth website, Defra’s Rural Policy Division and the Climate and Energy Directorate 2007. A list of projects carried out by neighboring parish councils was mentioned and it was noted that North Somerset organizations can benefit from the £180,000 prosperity fund. The following ideas was put forward:
1. Produce green energy – e.g. install renewable energy generation, like heat pumps and solar PV, at council buildings
2. Manage land for nature – e.g. bee pollination, network of wildlife friendly corridors.
3. Increase tree cover.
5.11.23 Planning applications:
a. To consider the following planning applications:
	Planning Application number and address
	Description of proposal
	Parish Council Comment 
NSC Decision

	23/P/1501/FUL
Land Adjacent To Barrowfields Cottage (to East) Off Dial Lane Felton
	Retrospective application for change of use from stable block and caravan to residential use.
	The PC view is that restrictive conditions should be applied not to build any residential dwellings in the future.

	23/P/2122/HHPA
The Cottages 18 Hospital Road
	Prior approval request for the erection of a single story rear extension with a pitched roof that would 1) extend beyond the rear wall of the original house by 3.10 metres; 2) have a maximum height of 3.50metres and 3) have eaves that are 2.50 metres high

	BGPC has no objection

	23/P/1997/AOC
Hillside, Vicarage Lane, BS48 3RT
	Discharge of Condition numbers 5 (Bat Survey Report) and 6 (Ecological Compensatory Measures) on application 21/P/2613/FUL
	BGPC support this application provided the ecological report approves mitigation solutions for bats.


b. It was NOTED that the PC has sent a Written Representation to the Planning Inspectorate in relation to the Appeal against planning application 22/P/1324/FUL- The Lodge , Hospital Road, Barrow Gurney - Demolition of existing building and erection of 3 no. residential dwellings with associated works: 

6.11.23 Former Barrow Hospital Site
​The Council was updated on the status of the matters on which the NSC Enforcement Officer was focusing and the EO’s latest exchanges with the 3 key stakeholders, the landowner and the two developers. A future flooding event in Hospital Road will not be tolerated.
We have been requested and encouraged by NSC to make a formal complaint via the portal link. This complaint regarding a lack of oversight and approval of conditions that had not been met will assist NSC in addressing its own failings going forward. It would further assist if it were to be submitted by the Parish Council.
Action Andrew to prepare a draft
7.11.23 Bristol Airport
Concerns were raised about the strong smell of aviation fuel in Barrow Gurney. Extensive discussions took place about possible causes. Nearby parishes, including Dundry, have also noticing the smell. It was noted that NSC monitors for particulates and nitrigen dioxide, but it was not clear how fuel vapor would be monitored. The District Councilor said that she will find out who to contact in NSC regarding the inspection of the air quality around the airport.

8.11.23 Stancombe Quarry Grant application
It was NOTED that the Grant application was approved by Stancombe Quarry Fund and the funds of £3,300 was received for the purchase of two defibrillators to be installed at the Church and the Pub in Barrow Gurney. The Parish Council APPROVED the order of two defibrillators by the parish council.
ACTION – Sandra to establish with the landlord of the Fox and Goose whether installation could be undertaken by the Defibrillator supplier.
9.11.23 Village Green 
The Annual Meeting of the Village Green Committee is scheduled on the 22nd November 2023. The Village Green 2024-25 budget and the maintenance programme will be approved. 
It was confirmed that weekly inspections of the Village Green take place throughout
the year to check for molehills, clear any litter, and to ensure playground equipment
is safe for use. The fencing around the children’s play area has been reinforced with
concrete stays in previous years and is still secure at present. However, earmarked
funds should be retained for its eventual replacement.
Following a five-yearly inspection last year, Boskey Trees recommended that four
Ash trees should be felled. At a subsequent meeting of the VG Committee and
landowner, it was agreed to defer felling for the time being. A further inspection will
be undertaken before a final decision is made on when the trees should be felled.
Discussions took place regarding frequency of the grass cutting. Funding was
allocated for 18 cuts per annum in 2023-4 based on previous experience. The
frequency of cuts is at the discretion of the appointed contractor (Little Apple) and is
dependent upon weather and the length of the grass. Cuts generally average two
per month from March through to November.
10.11.23 Highways, Pavements, Verges and Footpaths

The following issues were noted: 

- Efforts continued to get action on repair of the blocked drain that leads from 
Barrow Street to the stream at Upper Mill Farm.

ACTION Andy to register the issue with Council Connect.

- Unsafe stiles – no further progress on this matter since the Parish Council 
reported to NSC in March 2023 on the stiles that are unsafe. The landowner 
remains reluctant to improve accessibility.
- New traffic lights on the A38 – the newly implemented  layout was causing  
congestion at the junction and dangerous traffic movements. The PC has written to 
NSC Highways and is waiting for a reply. [Note NSC has advised theat further work 
will be undertaken].
- It was mentioned that the overgrown vegetation on Freeman’s Lane has not been 
cut back despite it being reported a while ago and marked as a job complete by 
NSC.
- Hobbs Lane by junction with the A38 - Clerk to report blocked drains.
- A38 footpath from Hobbs Lane to Naish Lane – Clerk to report an overgrown 
pavement.
- Clerk to request NSC to fill all the grit bins in Barrow Gurney.
11.11.23 Climate Emergency
 
This has been discussed at the Public Participation with two residents as recorded above.
12.11.23 Finance and Administration 
a) It was NOTED that a  precept for £6,750 has been received.

b) Q2 bank reconciliation and allocation of earmarked funds, sent to all Councillors before the meeting, was reviewed and APPROVED.

c) The following payments were reviewed and ratified:
	
	Net
	VAT
	Total amount

	Village Green Bench repair materials
	
	
	£86.19

	Little Apple invoice 5341 (August grass cut x 1)
	£80.00
	£16.00
	£96.00

	Little Apple invoice 5362 (Septmber grass cut x 3)
	£240.00
	£48.00
	£288.00

	Little Apple invoice 5465 (October grass cut x 2)
	£160.00
	£32.00
	£192.00

	ALCA Good Councilor course on the 9th November.
	
	
	£40.00

	ICO data protection S/O
	
	
	£35.00

	NSC invoice for reimbursement of Local Elections expenses
	
	
	£92.00

	Parish Orderly - for Aug, Sep, October maintenance work
	
	
	£236.00

	Remembrance Day wreath
	
	
	£20.00

	 Clerk’s mileage (November meeting)
	
	
	£15.99

	Home office expense
	
	
	£24.00/mnth


13.11.23 Open forum for Information only

The Chairman reported on the NSC Rural Communities workshop, which he had attended. The biggest issue for rural communities was accessibility and the problem of connecting people in rural areas to work, shops and services. Westlink offers a possible solution, but requires a lot more work. 

Cllr Anniemeke Waite noted that the Local Plan was  expected to be formally approved shortly. 

14.11.23 Proposed dates of next meeting: 3 January 2024                                                                                                                                  
