Barrow Gurney Parish Council 
Page 5 of 5
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting - 10th May  2023


	BARROW GURNEY PARISH COUNCIL
	


Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held

on Wednesday 10th May 2023 at 19.00pm in the Village Hall 

Present:  Eric Gates, Andrew Sheridan, Sandra Gibson, Nick Tyrrell, Phil Carnell

In attendance: Olga Shepherd (Clerk) and 2 residents

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

1.5.23 Election of Chairman


Council voted for Eric Gates to be the Chairman.

2.5.23 Declaration of Acceptance of Office by the Chairman


Eric Gates signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No matters were raised under this section. 

3.5.23 Apologies 

Apology received and accepted  from Andy Robbins.

4.5.23 Declaration of Interests


No interests were declared.

5.5.23 Election of Vice Chairman


The Council voted for Andy Robbins to be the Vice- Chairman in is absence.

6.5.23 Acceptance of Councilor Office

Declarations of Acceptance of Office were signed by all present Councilors prior to this meeting.

7.5.23
Declaration of Interests 

Councilors signed the Declaration of Interests forms prior to this meeting.

8.5.23 To appoint Committees


The following Committee Representatives were appointed: 

· Planning Committee - all

· Finance (Cheque signatories) Eric Gates, Andy Robbins and Nick Tyrrell

· Village Green – Nick Tyrrell

9.5.23 Minutes The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 1st March 2023 were APPROVED and signed by the Chairman.

10.5.23 Planning Applications: 

The Council NOTED the following planning applications and there were NO planning decisions by NSC Council since the last PC meeting.

	Planning Application number and address
	Description of proposal
	Parish Council Comment 

	23/P/0595/TPO

Barrow Court

Barrow Court Lane


	T-1 Manna Ash crown lift over the road, parking area and stone wall to 3m. Prune clear of the street light by 1m. Reduce the N/W side of the crown by 1,5 m to ensure sufficient clearance from the chimney and side elevation of the adjacent building. General maintenance
	The Parish Council SUPPORT

NSC decision target date is 18.05.23


11.5.23 Former Barrow Hospital Site


The Council was updated on the correspondence with Mark Womersley – the Enforcement Officer, whom Councilors had met on site. Particular attention was paid to the drainage problems. The Enforcement Officer will investigate what has been approved by the Planning Department and whether that has been properly implemented. The parties involved in the development continue with mutual recrimination.

Particular issues that are current causes of concern are

·  implementation of the plan to reconstruct the pipe under Wild Country Lane,

·  management of the building of the bund and any unexpected consequences on the water table,

·  release of sewage via a broken pipe between Oatley Park Area B (DWH) and Woodlands (Bovis) development and

·  woodland management and the relationship with the manager, Will Ross.

ACTION Andrew to advise on engagement of Environmental Health on sewage leakage if not resolved by the two developers.

The newly elected North Somerset Councilor, Mrs Annemieke Waite, has also visited the site, as part of her election campaign.

There is some urgency to progress these issues as DWH are scheduled to conclude its commitments on site before the end of the summer.

12.5.23 Defibrillator 


Discussions took place about the installation of three new defibrillators – one in Oatley Park, one near the Fox and Goose pub and one by the Church. The Chairman will find out a specification requirements. All Members was in agreement on the locations for the new defibrillators.  The Grant application will be submitted to Stancombe Quarry before the deadline on the 1 July. It was also agreed that there are good training videos on the internet  on how to use the defibrillators. 


ACTIONS Eric to provide details of the Powerheart G5


                 Andrew to approach DWH or Bovis about provision and siting at Oatley Park


                 Olga to recirculate the draft application to the Stancombe Quarry fund 

13.5.23 WestLink 


The meeting noted the presentation on  the WestLink bus service at the preceeding Meeting of Electors. All welcomed  the scheme and noted the need to add stops at Barrow Hospital and Barrow Court. 

14.5.23 Rights of Ways


An update was received about the replacement of stiles. The landowner  has in principal agreed to repair the broken stiles, but is unwilling to replace them with kissing gates as he is concerned about dogs faeces affecting livestock. 

It was suggested to publicize the effects of dog faeces on livestock, to raise residents' awareness. 

ACTION Phil to establish what guidance or signage the NFU provides on this subject

15.5.23 Environment 


The Community Litter picking event went well with over 30 people participating from all parts of Barrow Gurney - Barrow Street, Wild Country Lane, Hearn Lane, Hobbs Lane were cleared of litter. It was suggested to buy additional litter picking equipment including  the ‘ Slow Down’ sign, the pickers, hi-vis jackets. The Council AGREED to buy new litter picking kit for future use. 

16.3.23 Village Green 


The Village Green had also organised a spring clean – residents helped to pull up nettles, roots and the paths were sprayed. 

17.3.23 Highways, Pavements, Verges and Footpaths


The update from the NCS on following issues were received: 

- Barrow Street flooding – NSC investigation of drains Upper Mill Farm  - no update on NSC website. Clerk will write to NSC.


- The Barrow Mill House - outstanding


- Diamond Jubilee stone inscription – the works are to start shortly.

18.5.23 Finance and Administration 

a) The end of financial year 2022-23 Parish Councils accounts were reviewed and APPROVED. 

b) The Internal Audit report recommendations were NOTED. 

c) ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT 2022-2023 Section 1: 

         The Annual Governance Statement was reviewed, APPROVED and signed by the Chairman.

d) ANNUAL ACCOUNTING STATEMENT 2022-2023 Section 2:  

The Annual Accounting Statement (this section was prepared and circulated by the Responsible Financial Officer before the meeting) was reviewed, APPROVED and signed by the Chairman.

e) CERTIFICATE OF EXEMPTION 2022-2023 

Clerk confirmed that the Council qualifies for exemption from the limited assurance review. The Chairman signed the form.

f)  The period for the exercise of public rights from 5 June 2023 to 14 July 2023 for the 2022-23 accounts was APPROVED.

g) The Council AGREED to arrange a standing order in the parish council’s bank account in order to pay  Clerk’s monthly salary.

h) The following schedule of payments was APPROVED: 

	
	Net
	VAT
	Total amount

	Village tap sign (signs of time invoice BARROWGU). Earmarked fund since 2022
	
	
	£846.00

	ALCA 2023-24 subscription
	
	
	£110.76

	BHIB Council Insurance 1.06.23 to 30.06.2024


	
	
	£390.20

	Glasdon grit bin
	
	
	£210.00

	Rubble sacks for litter picking.  inv 
	£17.33
	£3.47
	£20.80

	PCAA subscription 2023-2024


	
	
	£75.00

	Internal Audit Report. Clerk’s hr – 4 hr
	
	
	£48.00

	 Clerk’s mileage (May meeting)
	
	
	£15.99

	 Clerk’s salary April, May 2023
	
	
	Available to the Council

	Home office expense
	
	
	£24.00/mnth


21.5.23 Open forum


It was agreed to purchase an additional grit bin for the top of Hobbs Lane. The Clerk will place the order.

Action Olga

It was agreed to set in hand action to co-opt an additional Parish Councillor. 

ACTION Eric 

22.5.23 Proposed dates of future meetings:


5 July 2023 at 7 p.m.


