BARROW GURNEY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting
held on Thursday 9th January 2025 at 7pm in the Village Hall.
Present: Eric Gates, Andy Robbins, Andrew Sheridan, Nick Tyrrell, Phil Carnell
1.1.25 Apologies 
Apologies received and accepted from Sandra Gibson and the Clerk (Olga Shepherd) and district Cllr Cllr Annemieke Waite due to icy roads.
2.1.25 Declaration of Interests

None declared
3.1.25 Minutes APPROVED  the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 6th November 2024, which remain to be signed.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
An incoming new member of the parish asked about the prospect of there being an improved high speed broadband service at Barrow Court. The Council explained that the fibre optic high speed service that is available in other parts of the parish was offered to Barrow Court residents but there was insufficient interest to justify the necessary investment by the supplier, Truespeed. It was explained that the PC has no powers to intervene, but it was suggested that it may be worthwhile the individual polling current residents to see if the situation has changed.
4.1.25 The outstanding Actions from the last meeting were reviewed and updated.
It was agreed that the Council should begin the process to co-opt an additional member.
Action Olga and Eric.
5.1.25 Planning applications:

a. The upcoming Planning and Regulatory Committee meeting on 15th January was discussed. Nick T informed the PC that he was addressing the Committee as the representative of the PCAA with concerns about the possible scale of future development of the proposed Epic site within the Green Belt.

b. The following planning applications were considered:
	Planning Application number and address
	Description of proposal
	Parish Council Comment 
NSC Decision

	24/P/2421/LBC
South Archway Cottage
	Listed building consent for the installation of the internal stairlift
	No objection

	24/P/2451/FUL
South Archway Cottage
	Retrospective application for the siting of 1no. greenhouse, 1no. potting shed, 2no. timber gates and 1no. shepherd's hut.
	No objection

	24/P/2442/FUL
Holly Hedge Sanctuary
Wild Country Lane

	Proposed change of use of existing field to facilitate the extension of existing car park, consolidation of all parking areas and creation of new vehicular access.
	No objection

	24/P/2432/FUL
Former Hot Tub Showroom Lakeside Bridgwater Road
	Proposed demolition of all on-site structures and creation of an EVCP charging facility (Sui Generis) alongside the erection of an amenity building and associated works.
	No objection


c. To note the following decision by North Somerset Council:

	Planning Application number and address
	Description of proposal
	NSC Decision

	24/P/1862/FUH
23 Ridings Wood Way BS48 3ER
	Proposed erection of a single storey rear orangery extension.
	BGPC – No objection

	24/P/1762/FUH
Sheenhouse Naish Lane 
	Proposed removal of existing hedgerows and erection of a boundary wall and entryway gate to the South of the site.
	BGPC - Objection


6.1.25 Former Barrow Hospital Site
- Andrew Sheridan confirmed that there has still not been a meaningful response from the developers on the outstanding issues that have been addressed to them, including the siting of the available defibrillator. Response to be discussed at next PC meeting. The requirement to provide a PROW through the development linking to Monarchs Way was discussed and it was agreed that it is important to remind NSC Planning Dept. of this outstanding Condition of Planning Approval.
Action - Andrew
7.1.25 Bristol Airport
- The PC discussed the ongoing Consultation on the proposed expansion of passenger numbers to 15 million per annum. Members were encouraged to attend the presentation at Felton Village Hall on Saturday 11th January.
The PC’s position is reflected in the submission made by the PCAA and the essential argument is that no increase in agreed passenger numbers should be allowed unless and until a meaningful Mass Transit System is commissioned and a very significant enhancement of road transport arrangements is funded e.g. large scale park & rides or major dual carriage upgrades to the A38.
8.1.25 Village Green 
- Nick T updated the PC on progress made on the project to enhance the water features on the village green. Members of the village green committee had convened a site meeting with a professional hydrologist who had offered a pro-bono consultation with a view to preparing a plan. The option of a “leaky dam” was advanced over the original thought of a dam/weir. Andy R suggested that due consideration be given to the nature of the input flow. The stream area dries to nothing in the summer months so a leaky dam upstream of the Cold Bath Spring input will not achieve a year round pooling.
PC members agreed that the creation of an environment on the green that encouraged biodiversity as well as a visual amenity fulfilled the brief to find a suitable “Green Infrastructure Project”.
9.1.25 Village Hall 
It was noted that the payment of costs presented for the supply of electricity to the lamp near the telephone box were being paid by the village hall committee as a result of a long lost arrangement (possibly on closure of the Village Reading Room). It was agreed that the PC would adopt responsibility for the supply of electricity to this lamp in the future. It was also agreed that the lamp should be retained as a contribution to both safety and ambience in the village core.
Since the PC has a responsibility to ensure that expenditures represent best value for money it was agreed that cost saving developments should be investigated. Possible use of an LED light source and automatic timer was discussed.
Action: Andy to investigate potential cost savings.
It was agreed that enquiries should be made on progress to straighten up the retaining slabs.
Action:
Olga
10.1.25 Highways, Pavements, Verges and Footpaths

The following updates received: 
1. It was agreed that the PC should adopt responsibility for an annual clean up of the carriageway surface in Hobbs Lane. Contact should be made with the tenants of the neighbouring field to thank them for their thorough hedge cutting along the lane last year.
Action: Andy/Phil
2. The two covered gullies at the bottom of Hobbs Lane in the vicinity of the War Memorial were discussed and the problem of water gouging in the verge above this area was raised as an additional concern. It was proposed that a site visit with NSC Highways should be arranged via Annemieke W.
Action: Andy
3. Barrow Street flooding issue – NSC investigation in November aborted due to flooding of dig site. NSC have promised to return during a drier period.
4. Unsafe stiles – Andy/Nick confirmed that all the stiles that had been catalogued as unsafe have been replaced with new more user-friendly stiles. It was agreed that the PC contribution to the overall cost should be transferred to NSC.
Action: Olga
5.  Installation of a grit bin at 1 Hobbs Lane – Andy/Phil confirmed that they had sited the grit bin and transferred a small amount of grit from other bins. 
Action: Olga to chase fill.
6. The landowner has given permission for the siting of a Give Way sign to the chicane in front of the Post Office. NSC Highways have been asked to implement.
Action: Eric
7. NSC A38 Improvement plan – No new information available. To be followed up.
8. The wall between the road and the mill pond at Mill Farm is collapsing and should be reported to NSC 
Action Olga
11.1.25 Future housing development – Deferred until more information is available.
12.1.25 Stancombe Quarry Fund  
- There is still no resolution of the problems causing a delay to the installation of a defibrillator at the church.
Action: Eric 
13.1.25 Assets of Community Value – Prince’s Motto.
- Andy outlined the current situation. The initial pledging phase was well in excess of the target tipping point which was £100,000. The current pledge total is £132,500.
The legal entity, the Barrow Gurney Community Benefit Society Ltd, has been successfully registered with the Financial Conduct Authority. The CBS now has a bank account to receive all funds generated. A website has also been developed and this is now live at: www.princesmotto.com. 
The next step will be the formal launch of the  Public Share Offer. However, before this can be actioned a Red Book valuation of the business is required, and this has been arranged for 22nd January.  Then the Prospectus and Offer document can be finalised and accreditation obtained. Afterwards both the Share Offer and grant applications can proceed, as can the setting up of a “Friends of the Motto” campaign with Crowdfunder.
Unfortunately, The Community Ownership Fund closed with unallocated funds and despite the new Government talking about “right to buy” there is no successor fund planned for some considerable time. Funds managed through the local authority such as the Rural England Prosperity Fund and UK Shared Prosperity Fund have also been restricted and nothing remains available.
So, in the short term at least there will be a dependency on non-governmental grant providers. 
It was agreed that the total remaining in the Free the Motto seed fund should now be transferred to the BGCBS bank account.
14.1.25 Local Nature Plan 
- It was agreed that the focus of attention should be on creating a new biodiverse habitat on the stream in the village green.
- a bulb planting project, at sites to be agreed and prepared during the Summer, will take place in the Autumn.
15.1.25 Finance and Administration 
a. The planned expenditure and Draft Budget, as revised in the meeting, was APPROVED.
b. A Precept of £13,500 for 2025/26 was approved. There was a long discussion of the potential for an increased Precept to cover tasks that are not being satisfactorily completed by NSC (such as the Hobbs Lane clean). It was decided that the next financial year should be used to identify and complete tasks that would meet such a remit, funded from budgetary savings and reserves. The precept in 2026/27 could then be increased to cover such identified needs. Andy undertook to speak to FBPC about possible options. 
c. The budget for the recruitment of the Parish Orderly was discussed and APPROVED. Andy was cleared to contract the identified candidate.
d. The £450 that has been donated to PC funds will be utilised within the planting program outlined in 14.1.25.
e. The following payments were AUTHORISED:  
	
	Net
	VAT
	Total amount

	Little Apple invoice 6144
	
	
	£130.00

	Plunkett Foundation invoice MR 0170 
(paid from Asset of Community Value fund)

	
	
	£310.00

	Wix invoice 1148803443 for ‘Free the Motto’ web hosting 27.11.24 to 27.11.25
(paid from ACV fund)
	£96.00
	£19.20
	£115.20

	Printing invoice 
(paid from ACV fund)
	
	
	£73.00

	Bank service charge 31th December – paid quarterly
	
	
	£18.00

	Staff pay
	
	
	Available to the Council

	Home office expense
	
	
	£24.00/mnth


16.1.25 Open Forum for Information only
No comments offered.
17.1.25 Dates of future meetings: 
Proposed dates of future meetings were noted: 
Wednesday 5th March 2024; 
Wednesday 7th May 2025  - Annual Parish Meeting; 
Wednesday 2 July 2025
Wednesday 3 September 7pm
Wednesday 5 November 7pm
Wednesday 7 January 2026 7pm
Wednesday 4 March 2026 7pm
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