BARROW GURNEY PARISH COUNCIL
Barrow Gurney Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting

held on Wednesday the 2nd July 2025 at 7pm in the Village Hall.

Present: Eric Gates, Andy Robbins, Nick Tyrrell, Sandra Gibson, Andrew Sheridan, Shonie Millward-Usher

In attendance: four residents and Clerk (Olga Shepherd).

1.7.25 Apologies 
Apologies were received from District Councillor Annemieke Waite and Phil Carnell. 
2.7.25 Declaration of Interests

No changes to declared Interests were reported.
3.7.25 Minutes The minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting of 7th May 25 were APPROVED and   signed by the Chairman.
PARTICIPATION
· Residents expressed concern about the designation of two sites adjacent to Barrow Wood and the former Hospital development as part of the Woodspring site. This would provide for an additional 230 houses in the Parish.  Concerns were raised that there would be no green belt separation between the village and Bristol resulting in continuous development from Wild Country Lane to the city. A meeting among residents, the Ward Councillor and NSC Planning was suggested. Action Andrew and Nick to raise with Annemieke  
· Concerns were also raised about the significant effect on Barrow Gurney from the expansion of the Airport. 
· Discussion took place about the need  to mitigate increased traffic through the village if the Airport is to be expanded.


Action Andy to form a working group to develop options
· Questions were asked about the planned improvements on A38 by WECA, which have budgeted significant funding for airport transportation. The Parish Council will ask the District Councilor for clarification. Action Eric to write to Annemieke
· A resident inquired about the Speedwatch. This is to be covered later in the Agenda.
· Residents inquired who is responsible for dangerously leaning trees at Former Hospital site. The Parish Council confirmed that these trees are the responsibility of the landowner Del Piero. The woodland management plan approved by NSC is in place in the original planning application, but the conditions have not been met by the developer/landowner. 
8.5.25 ACTIONS: The outstanding actions arising from the meeting on the 7th May 25 were reviewed and updated.
9.5.25 Planning Applications: 
a.  It was mentioned that NSC is adopting new requirements to ensure that conditions of planning applications are published separately for easy reference.
b.  All agreed that the village Neighborhood Plan will be a useful document to create  in order to identify the needs of the parish. This document can be submitted to NSC planning department to prioritize the village needs for future housing development. All noted that this document will not affect Barrow Woods site and the Airport expansion.
Action Andy
c.  The following planning applications received since the last meeting were NOTED:
	Planning application number and the address
	Proposed 
	Parish Council comments

	25/P/0791/LBC
South Archway Cottage, Barrow Court
	Listed building consent for internal and external works including: replacement of existing modern window to kitchen with doorway and side window to courtyard elevation; the creation of an external timber wheelchair ramp to kitchen in courtyard: installation of a range cooker to connect to existing chimney stack with external flue to NW.
	BGPC has NO OBJECTIONS.
APPROVED by NSC

	25/P/ 1029/PIP
Hillview, Naish Lane
	Permission in principal for erection of 2 dwellings
	BGPC Object
NSC pending decision


7.7.25 Bristol Airport


- It was NOTED that 15mppa planning application is anticipated soon.

- It was NOTED that new Airport National Policy Statement is to be published this autumn. Local requirements and mitigations are to be considered within the Local Plan Airport Policy.
- Out-of-hour airport operation is a concern for BGPC. 
- Discussions took place about mitigations to be put in place if  airport expands to 15mln passengers/year with no rapid transit infrastructure in place. This will be raised with the District Councillor.
8.7.25 Former Barrow Hospital Site


The following updates were received:

- the latest communication with NSC Enforcement Officer, Planning and Highways with regard to planning requirements.
- Woodland Management (plan approved by Forestry Commission England) – It was agreed that the parish council will write to the landowner’s agent, William Ross Consulting, about the dangerously leaning trees, which are unsafe for residents.
Action Andrew to draft

- The PROW linking the estate to Monarch’s Way
9.7.25 Asset of Community Value
· The purchase of the pub has not been completed because a perception by the purchasers solicitor that a 6-week pause was required to allow any potential bids from the community. 
The Parish Council will write an official letter  confirming that there no intention in the community to purchase the pub provided that  the building will continue its operation as a pub.
Secretary’s note – subsequent conversation with the purchaser suggests that intervention by the PC may not be needed. 
10.7.25 NSC Local Plan 

The following was NOTED: 
- The 2040 Local Plan  is scheduled to be presented to Cabinet on 10 September 2025.
- Neighborhood Plan – it was agreed that a Neighbourhood plan might now be necessary and it was recognized that this would take considerable time and effort. Action Andy to scope the activity.
11.7.25 Village Green / Environment

The following updates were received:
- The finding of the Annual Inspection report for the play area were reported. Only a few minor, low risk problems were identified, which not require immediate attention. 

- Planting bulbs have been ordered ready for planting in the autumn. 
- New tubs are on order for Barrow Hospital and Post Office.

- Biodiversity: Proposed creation of cold Bath Spring project is underway.
- It was AGREED to place an order of the litter picking kit in the sum of £260.00. It will be ordered from Amazon and sent to Shonie’s address.
12.7.25 Highways, Pavements, Verges and Footpaths
1.     Speedwatch - It was NOTED that the Police have conducted an informal survey that confirmed excess speeds and have approved six suitable sites, subject to reinstatement of the 20 mph limit sign at the northern end of the village. Traffic counts provided by NSC have indicated the scale of traffic growth.            
2.     It was AGREED to set up a Working group to look at traffic signage and other traffic calming in the village. Jim Durie, Charles Critchet and Andy Robbins will take it forward and report at the next meeting. Options discussed included the installation of Give Way signs by the chicanes, reinstatement of white lines, interactive roadsigns and a convex mirror to improve sight lines. Action Andy
· It was NOTED that parking restriction are to be implemented in the layby of private property on Bridgewater Road, preventing unauthorised airport related parking.
-    It was NOTED that cleaning of the War Memorial has not been effective so far. The Clerk will contact GraveClean. 
13.7.25 Finance and Administration

a.  The following earmarked funds were NOTED:
	
	Budget
	Progress 

	CIL (Old Hospital site)
	£7,758.55
	

	PROW
	£1,241
	

	Village Green
	£1,000
	

	Weir Project
	£1,000
	

	Litter picking kit
	£500
	

	Spring Flowers planting 2025
	£1,000
	£511.31 (Bulbs pre-order)

	Local Transport scheme project
	£3,500
	


b. The following documents were reviewed and APPROVED:

1) Standing Orders, based on NALC model updated in 2025.

2) Financial Regulations, based on NALC model updated in 2025.                           
c. Discussions took place about moving council emails to gov.uk domain. This item is to be defered to the next meeting. The NALC Practitioner’s Guide will be sent to the Council.
d. The application to Stancombe Quarry for funding of a defibrillator for Barrow Court has been submitted.
e. The Bank reconciliation as at 30 June 2025 (emailed to all members along with the bank statements) was APPROVED.
f. The following payments made since the last meeting, were APPROVED:
	
	Net
	VAT
	Total amount

	Felton Gardner (maintenance) inv 4 
	
	
	£80.00

	Felton Gardner ( maintenance) Inv 5
	
	
	£80.00

	Little Apple invoice 6392
	£160.00
	£32.00
	£192.00

	The Play inspection report Inv 78160
	£94.95
	£18.99
	£113.94

	Compost and soil for flower bedding (reimbursement)
	
	
	£50.00

	Weedkiller 2L (for grounds maintenance)
	£33.32
	£6.67
	£39.99

	Jamieson Brothers Inv 1000079630
 (bulbs pre-order)
	£426.06
	£85.25
	£511.31

	Nailsea Town Council Planning course 9th July
Inv TB905
(attended by Cllrs Sandra Gibson and Shonie Millward-Usher)
	£90.00
	£18.00
	£108.00

	ALCA Essential Councilor Course 26th June
(attended by Shonie Millward- Usher)
	
	
	£45.00

	Bank service charge (monthly)
	
	
	£6.00

	 Clerk’s mileage (July meeting)
	
	
	£15.99

	 Clerk’s salary (by standing order)
	
	
	Available to the Council

	Home office expense ( by standing order)
	
	
	£24.00/mnth


14.7.25 Open forum for Information only


- Fly tipping was discussed.
- It was noted that the use of the bus lanes on A38 appeared to be limited to those licenced it North Somerset. Action Eric to raise with Annemieke
- It was noted that the traffic on A38 is very dangerous due to the poor signage
15.7.25 Proposed dates of future meetings:  Wednesday 3 September 2025
Wednesday 29 October 2025
Wednesday 7 January 2026
Wednesday 4 March 2026
Barrow Gurney Parish Council Meeting 2 July 2025

