
BARROW GURNEY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting

held on Wednesday the 3rd September 2025 at 7pm in the Village Hall.

Present: Eric Gates, Nick Tyrrell, Sandra Gibson, Andrew Sheridan, Shonie Millward-Usher, Phill Carnell

In attendance: Annemieke Waite (District Cllr.) and Olga Shepherd (Clerk)

1.7.25 Apologies 
Apologies were received from Andy Robbins. 
2.7.25 Declaration of Interests

No interest declared.
3.7.25 Minutes The minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting of 2nd July 25 were APPROVED and   signed by the Chairman.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
No members of the public were present
4.9.25 District Councilor Report 
Cllr A. Waite provided update on the following issues:
A38 WORKS;
- A38 road works are planned on Limekiln roundabout by NSC to create a bus lane. It is expected that these road works will cause congestion and a speed limit reduction will be in place. All road changes are outside of Barrow Gurney.
- First Bus company plan more bus routes when more houses are built further south on the A38.
-  The cost of double yellow lines that had been requested for outside of Bridle Cottage on the A38 to prevent airport parking, was prohibitive and an alternative solution is being sought. 
- Cllr. A. Waite pointed out that the local parishes concerned about the speed limits on the A38 from the Airport to LimeKiln roundabout  should address NSC Highways jointly and collectively  to emphasize the urgent need.
- The PC RESOLVED to write to NSC Highways department to ask for speed reduction on A38 due to safety concerns
NSC LOCAL PLAN – proposed Woodspring development of 3500 homes 
- A very constructive meeting had taken place with A. Waite and NSC  to develop a joint  Neighborhood Plan for Woodspring. The intention is to work collaboratively to ensure that sustainable building, transport with good access, and allocation of green space are incorporated. 
- The use of the Golf Clubhouse as a  community space has been discussed. 
- Discussions are underway about creating a rapid transport system for the airport. Space will be provided in the Woodspring development for a rapid transit route.
- Cllr. A. Waite pointed out that it is crucial to work together with the developers. and there will be penalties where developers don’t follow the approved Local Plan. 
- Cllr. A. Waite expressed concern about NSC’s ability to resource the level of work that will be required on such a large development project. Having an adequate number of skilled and qualified professionals in the NSC Planning department and its Enforcement team will be  essential moving forward. 
Two parcels of land adjacent to the footprint of the old Hospital site;
- Two parcels of land that butt up to the boundary of the former Hospital site (for 85 and 145 homes respectively) have now both been removed from the latest iteration of NSC”s Local Plan. This followed numerous objections including from Natural England. It was deemed that having a clear gap for greenbelt, biodiversity and wildlife purpose between the Woodspring proposed development (3500 homes) and the edge of the footprint of the former Hospital site was important and Monarchs Way will act as a further boundary.  
- A Park & Ride is being considered by NSC that might assist in the context of EPIC, Woodspring and the Airport expansion. 
 - WestLink buses will be running in Barrow Gurney shortly. More details are required.
- 3 weekly bin collection has been successfully implemented by NSC resulting in the reduced household waste collected. The success of the soft plastic collection was noted.
5.9.24 Planning applications:

a. The following planning applications were considered. Full comments can be found on NSC planning portal.
	Planning Application number and address
	Description of proposal
	Parish Council Comment 

	25/P/1292/FUL
Former Hot Tub Showroom, Lakeside, Bridgewater Rd
	Proposed demolition of all on-site structures and creation of an EVCP charging facility (Sui Generis) alongside the erection of an amenity building and associated works
	BGPC has no objection

	25/P/1346/FUH
14 Winstones Rd
	Proposed erection of a singly storey rear extension and front porch. 
	BGPC has no objection

	25/P/1568/LDP

Prince’s Motto

Barrow Gurney


	Certificate of lawfulness for the installation of PV panels on the rear-facing roof slope of the residential flat above existing public house
	BGPC has no objection


b. The following NSC decisions NOTED:
	Planning Application number and address
	Description of proposal
	NSC Decicion 

	25/P/1029/PIP
Hillview, Naish Lane
	Permission in principal for the erection of 2 dwellings
	Permission in Principal

	25/P/1316/PIP
Land South of School Lane
	Permission in principal. Application for the erection of 1 dwelling house
	Refuse


6.9.25 Bristol Airport


- Airport parking issues were discussed. 
7.9.25 Former Barrow Hospital Site


Updates received on the following:

- the latest communications about trees posing ongoing danger to residents on the Hospital Cottages, Oatley Park and Woodlands. Concerns raised about recently fallen trees, which could have caused serious danger to the public. 
           - It was RESOLVED to commission an independent Arboriculturist’  Report for the site .
             - The Clerk to chase for a response from the Forestry Commission 
· An update was provided by NSC Enforement Officer regarding planning conditions that have yet to be met at the site. This is ongoing and the state of Hospital Road is also being addressed by the Enforcement department. 

· The Enforcement Officer provide re-assurance that the PROW from Monarach’s Way through the back of the development to join Hospital Road will be installed as required 

8.9.25 Asset of Community Value
- The new owner was currently engaged in  in preparation for reopening in the coming months.
· A “soft opening” ahead of the Christmas trade was most likely
9.9.25 NSC Local Plan / Neighborhood Plan

The following updates received: 
- It was NOTED that the NSC Local Plan consultation is expected to start in September 2025.
- The Parish Council agreed that there is not enough resources to create a village Neighbourhood Plan, however, a Village Survey will be conducted to understand resident’s view of the impact on future development.  The Chairman will put out a request to the residents of the Parish. 
- BGPC comments, to be submitted by BGPC re Policy LP-2, which were circulated prior to the meeting were AGREED.
10.9.25 Village Green / Environment

The following updates were received:

- Autumn bulb planting projected to commence at end of September/October. Sites to be identified and more volunteers will be needed. 
-  Two planters are ready, two more will be ordered. Two of these are for the new        development at the former hospital site.

- Discussions took place with Bristol Water about the proposed creation of cold Bath Spring.
- The Grant of £500 to the village Flower Show Committee for purchase of a new tent for the village fairs was APPROVED.  
11.9.25 Highways, Pavements, Verges and Footpaths
The following updates were received: 


The Speed Watch Working Group has 8 members, with dates for training for 2 still to be arranged. Six sites have been approved. 
· It was AGREED to spend £150 of CIL money for purchase a secure lockbox to store speed guns.
· Barrow Street drainage problems investigation and repairs by NSC  took place during week beginning 18th August 25. Unfortunately, the work has failed to complete the task of building a culvert from the drain to the stream. 
· It was NOTED that some other maintenance tasks were completed during the road closure in August 25. 
· It was AGREED to purchase the grit bin for installation at Naish Lane.
12.9.25 Actions 
- The outstanding actions was reviewed and the Action list updated.
13.9.25  Finance and Administration

a. It was NOTED that no requests for information were received under the Public Rights in the advertised period between 3rd June and 14th July 2025.
b. It was NOTED that the parish council minutes from 2017 to 2023 have been deposited with The Somerset Archives Ref: D/PC/bar.g; 2025/155.
c. Discussion took place whether PC emails should be moved to a PC owned domain as it is recommended in the ‘Practioners Guide 2025’. The PC Members recognize that it is a recommendation only. 
d. The available earmarked funds NOTED: 
-CIL ( Old Hospital site) - £7,758
-PROW - £1,241
- Village Green - £1,000
- Weir Project - £1,000
-Litter picking kit - £288
- Spring Flowers planning scheme - £511
- Local transport Scheme project - £3,500
· A purchase of an outdoor table tennis table and base (akin to that on the Village Green) for former Hospital site, using CIL money  was discussed. Quotes will be received for consideration and probable installation in Spring 2026.
e. It was NOTED that Stancombe Quarry meeting is taking place on 17th September. 
f. The Council NOTED the new NJC agreed salary pay scale from 1 April 2025 and AGREED to update the Clerk’s contract, including backdated payments.
g. The following payments reviewed and ratified:
	
	Net
	VAT
	Total amount

	Felton Gardner (maintenance) inv 4 
	
	
	£80.00

	Felton Gardner ( maintenance) Inv 5
	
	
	£80.00

	Little Apple inv 6323 (grass cut April x1; May x 2)
	£240.00
	£48.00
	£288.00

	Little Apple inv 6444 (grass cut July x 2)
	£160.00
	£32.00
	£192.00

	Little Apple inv 6491 (grass cut August)
	£80.00
	£16.00
	£96.00

	Defib store invoice 54231
	£128.00
	£25.60
	£153.60

	Litter picking kit (Amazon order)
	£212.32
	£32.12
	£244.44

	Post Office expense (to Somerset Archives)
	
	
	£14.05

	Bank service charge (monthly)
	
	
	£6.00

	 Clerk’s mileage (July meeting)
	
	
	£15.99

	 Clerk’s salary and HMRC Tax 
(by standing order)
	
	
	Available to the Council

	Home office expense ( by standing order)
	
	
	£24.00/mnth


14.9.25 Open forum for Information only


- The need for a Village plan and finding volunteers to resource it.
15.7.25 Proposed dates of future meetings:  Wednesday 29 October 2025; 7 January 2026; 4 March 2026; 6 May 2026;  1 July 2026
Barrow Gurney Parish Council Meeting 3 September 2025

