BARROW GURNEY PARISH COUNCIL
Barrow Gurney Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting

held on Wednesday the 7th May 2025 at 7pm in the Village Hall.

Present: Eric Gates, Andy Robbins, Nick Tyrrell, Sandra Gibson, Andrew Sheridan, Phil Carnell.

In attendance: District Councilor Annemieke Waite, two residents and Clerk (Olga Shepherd).

1.5.25 Election of Chairman

The Council voted for Eric Gates to be the Chairman.
2.5.25 To receive the Declaration of Acceptance of Office by the Chairman

Eric Gates signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office
3.5.25 Election of Vice Chairman

The Council voted for Andy Robbins to be the Vice- Chairman.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Residents expressed concerns about problems of the housing development at Old Hospital site. These items are included in this Agenda. The residents participated in the discussions.
4.5.25 Apologies 
No apologies for absence were received.
5.5.25 Declaration of Interests

No changes to declared Interests were reported.
6.5.25 Minutes The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 5th March 25 were APPROVED and    signed by the Chairman.
7.5.25 Co-option
The Council voted for Shonie Millward- Usher to be co-opted. 
The notice of vacancy in the office of councilor was advertised  for 14 days until 22 April 2025. No requests for elections were received. Shonie Millward-Usher signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and the Register of Interests.
8.5.25 ACTIONS: The outstanding actions arising from the meeting on the 5th March 25 were reviewed and updated.
9.5.25 Planning Applications: 
a. The following planning applications received since the last meeting.
	Planning application number and the address
	Proposed 
	Parish Council comments

	25/P/0791/LBC
South Archway Cottage, Barrow Court
	Listed building consent for internal and external works including: replacement of existing modern window to kitchen with doorway and side window to courtyard elevation; the creation of an external timber wheelchair ramp to kitchen in courtyard: installation of a range cooker to connect to existing chimney stack with external flue to NW.
	the parish council comment to be submitted before 23rd June


b. The following planning decisions by NSC Council since the last meeting. 
	Planning application number and the address
	Proposed 
	NSC decision

	24/P/2451/FUL
South Archway Cottage Barrow Court
	Retrospective application for the siting of 1no. greenhouse, 1no. potting shed, 2no. timber gates and 1no. shepherd's hut.
	Approve


10.5.25 Former Barrow Hospital Site: 

Andrew Sheridan introduced the item by noting that 
a. the developers must be compliant with S106 and other planning requirements before leaving the site. 
b. There needs to be a  list of the planning permission conditions that remain outstanding, although it was acknowledged that the planning documents are extensive. The outstanding obligations include the creation of a PROW to link to Monarch’s Way, restoration of the pavements in Hospital Road and landscaping of the bund.  The Parish Council is concerned that the enforcement measures should be initiated before the contractors leave the site and the issue was to be put to NSC’s Enforcement Officer. 
ACTION Andrew
c. The order for two bespoke wooden planters is in place.
  d. An update was provided on the recent burglaries in the Hospital site. Residents are considering formation of a Neighbourhood Watch and the Parish Council advised that money might be available if equipment were required.
e. Traffic calming – It was proposed to place wooden planters to calm the traffic. It was NOTED that some residents have objected to this idea.
f. It was NOTED that the recent Litter Picking event went well. Fly tipping in Wild Country Lane remains an issue. 
h. The use of CIL money was discussed for improvements in the play area. The Council agreed to come back with more ideas for investment of the CIL funds at the September meeting.
11.5.25 Bristol Airport
a. Nick Tyrrell reported that he wished to step down from being a Representative on the  PCAA. Shonie Millward-Usher volunteered to represent Barrow Gurney Parish Council in future.
12.5.25 Environment 
a. It was agreed  to purchase necessary litter picking equipment for future events. Shonie will identify such equipment to order.

b. It was noted that the NSC free annual flowers will be ready for collection early June.


c. Bulb planting is to commence in September/ October 2025. 
13.5.25 Village Green 
The following updates were received:
a. Hedge trimming / tree lopping/lawn mowing/weeding paths is going according to VG schedule. 
b. b. Information from Bristol Water was obtained on possible ways of achieving a constant
flow of water for the stream. A meeting is planned with BW and NSC to consider how best
to proceed with plans to ensure a constant water presence alongside the stream and so aid
greater biodiversity.
14.5.25 Highways, Pavements, Verges and Footpaths

The following updates were received:
· The potholes in Barrow Street, Barrow Court Lane and Hobbs Lane still have not been repaired. Repeated report will be sent to NSC. Shonie undertook to photograph and report the potholes in Barrow Court lane.
· Recurrent flooding on Barrow Street by Lower Mill Farm. Annemieke has confirmed that NSC has set the date of 18th August  to investigate the problem.
15.5.25 Annual Return for Year Ending 31st March 2025

a) It was confirmed that there is no conflict of interest with BDO LLP Auditors and the paperwork was signed.
b) The Financial Statements for 2024/25 was received and AGREED.
c) The Internal Audit report was NOTED. 
d) ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT 2024-2025 Section 1: 

The Annual Governance Statement was reviewed, APPROVED and signed by the Chairman
e) ANNUAL ACCOUNTING STATEMENT 2024-2025 Section 2:  
The Annual Accounting Statement (this section was prepared and circulated by the Responsible Financial Officer before the meeting) was reviewed, APPROVED and signed by the Chairman.
f) CERTIFICATE OF EXEMPTION 2024-2025
Clerk confirmed that the Council qualifies for exemption from the limited assurance review. The Chairman signed the form.
g) The period for the exercise of public rights from 3 June 2025 to 14 July 2025 was AGREED.
The Notice of Public Rights will be duly displayed on the 2nd June 2025.
15.5.25 Other Finance and Administration
a. It was NOTED that the Precept and £100 towards Parish orderly costs received from NSC.
b. The Annual CIL report is to be submitted to NSC. It was NOTED that this funding must be spent within five years of receipt. 
c. The Contract has been signed with Felton Gardener (Parish Orderly).
e. The following allocation of parish council earmarked funds, totaling £16,000 as of 1.04.2025 was AGREED as follows:
	CIL (Old Hospital site)
	£7,758.55

	PROW
	£1,241

	Village Green
	£1,000

	Weir Project
	£1,000

	Litter picking kit
	£500

	Spring Flowers planting 2025
	£1,000

	Local Transport scheme project
	£3,500


f. The following schedule of payments was APPROVED:
	
	Net
	VAT
	Total amount

	ALCA Subscription fee £117.65
NALC Subscription fee £34.78
	
	
	£152.43

	Parish Councils Airport Association
2025-26 subsciption
	
	
	£95.00

	Council Insurance with Zurich Municipal
1.06.25 to 30.05.2026
	
	
	£500.00

	Culligan Water inv CD-243859587
	£226.02
	£45.34
	£272.02

	Little Apple invoice 6224 (March grass cutting)
	£160.00
	£32.00
	£192.00

	Little Apple invoice 6299 (April grass cutting)
	£160.00
	£32.00
	£192.00

	Parish Orderly invoice 3
	
	
	£160.00

	The play inspection 2025
	
	
	£99.00

	Internal Audit 
	
	
	£68.45

	 Clerk’s mileage (May meeting)
	
	
	£15.99

	 Staff salary, tax and NI
( to agree to set up s/o)
	
	
	Available to the Council

	Home office expense s/o
	
	
	£24.00/mnth


16.5.25 Open forum for Information only


The following was NOTED: 
- correspondence received from an independent transport planner based in North Somerset with regard to improvements in walking and cycling.
- Stancombe Quarry Community Fund is open for application until 31 July 2025
-  PCAA AGM will be held on Thursday 19th June at 7.30 in Felton Village Hall
- NSC Bus User Forum 2025 about current and future plans for bus services. Email with links provided.
 1. online on Monday 19th May 
 2. in-person on Wednesday 21 May.
17.5.24 Future meeting  dates:
Wednesday 2 July 2025
Wednesday 3 September 2025
Wednesday 5 November 2025
Wednesday 7 January 2026
Wednesday 4 March 2026
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