BARROW GURNEY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting

held on Wednesday the 29th October  2025 at 7pm in the Village Hall.

Present: Andy Robbins (Chairman), Nick Tyrrell, Sandra Gibson, Andrew Sheridan, Shonie Millward-Usher, Phill Carnell

In attendance: Olga Shepherd (Clerk) and two residents.
1.10.25 Apologies 
Apologies were received and accepted from Eric Gates and District Councillor Annemieke Waites.
2.10.25 Declaration of Interests
No interests were declared, except Sandra Gibson informed the council that she is a neighbor of the Applicant for the planning application 25/P/1774/TDC on this Agenda and will not be voting. 
3.10.25 Minutes The minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting of 3rd  September 25 were APPROVED and   signed by the Chairman.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Two Members of the public were present.  No issues were raised.

4.10.25 District Councillor’s Report 

No updates received.
5.10.24 NSC Local Plan:


To receive update on the following: 

a. It was NOTED that Draft Local Plan, which includes the allocation of the Woodspring Golf Course site for development has been approved. 
Potential challenges for Barrow Gurney were discussed such as future location of rapid transit scheme, which has not been identified yet in the Local Plan, lack of Woodland Management Policy and the fact of NSC does not have enough staff to ensure effective preparation of the Local Plan. It was emphasized that coordination of the Woodspring development plan cannot be left to the developers but should be effectively overseen by NSC.
b. Barrow Gurney 2040 Working Group

The initial meeting of residents took place on 7th October. Eric Gates is an acting leader at present. The issues arising from the current NSC Local Plan were discussed. The 2040 vision includes the following issues:
a. Environmental concerns

b. Public transport

c. Planning (lack of enforcement in particular)

d. Improved safety, connectivity.

e. Heritage aspects of the village

f. Developing inclusive and resilient community.

The ideas from this group will be reported at the parish council meetings. 

c. Traffic Watch Working Group 
Andy Robbins presented detailed report on traffic issues, which included data extracted from the TomTom database. This data provided insights into source and destination of traffic passing through the village and speeds of vehicles at various points in the centre. NSC Transport recommended that two surveys on volumes, speed and type of traffic are carried out in the village. It was proposed that BGPC commission 2 periods of measurements in this financial year at the cost of £250 each. These surveys will provide evidence for the need to implement new signage, roadlines and possibly Vehicular Activated Signs in the village.
The PC APPROVED that two traffic surveys are to be carried out at the total cost of £500 in this financial year. The funds will come from the earmarked Local Transport Fund.

6.10.25 Planning applications:
a. The following planning applications were considered. Full comments can be found on NSC planning portal.
	Planning Application number and address
	Description of proposal
	Parish Council Comment 

	25/P/1432/RM
Bristol Airport
	Reserved matters of access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale for the development of the extension to the Silver Zone car park to provide approximately 2,700 spaces (Phase 2) pursuant to outline planning permission 18/P/5118/OUT (Outline planning application for the development of Bristol Airport to enable a throughput of 12 million terminal passengers in any 12 month calendar period)
	OBJECT.

	25/P/1774/TDC
Hillview, Naish Lane
	Application for technical details consent for the erection of 1no. detached dwelling following grant of permission in principle 25/P/1029/PIP
	OBJECT

	25/P/1370/FUL
Redwood Farm 

Barrow Street 
	Erection of 2no. light industrial units (Use Class E) and the creation of 48no. additional car parking spaces
	SUPPORT

	25/P/1832/TPO
14 Winstones Road 


	T1, T2 & T3 (see Topographical Survey Drawing No. 989/6589/1 attached) - Crown lifting by 3m and reduction of lateral spread by 1.5m, cutting to suitable growth points, of these 3 x poplar trees.
	No objection

	25/P/2181/FUL

Holly Hedge Sanctuary

Wild Country Lane
	Proposed replacement office/reception building at Holly Hedge Animal Sanctuary
	SUPPORT


7.10.25 Bristol Airport


- No updates received.
8.10.25 Former Barrow Hospital Site


The following updates were received: 

- Update was provided on the latest communication with NSC Enforcement Officer, Planning and Highways with regard to fulfillment of planning permission conditions by the developer.
-  The purchase of the table tennis using CIL money was APPROVED 
9.10.25 Asset of Community Value

- update on the progress of renovations of the Princess Motto pub was received. It was AGREED that ACV status of the pub should be retained.
10.10.25 Village Green / Environment

The following updates were received: 

- Autumn bulb planting has been completed by the community group.

-  The meeting with Bristol Water to be arranged in relation to the Cold spring.

- The Village Green Committee meeting is scheduled on the 19th November.
11.10.25 Highways, Pavements, Verges and Footpaths


The following updates were received : 



· WestLink on demand service – discussions took place on applying for potential Virtual Stops at Barrow Court and Barrow Hospital. Andy Robertson undertook to investigate. If the current WestLink service continues beyond March 2026 and is proven to be in demand by residents then provision of shelters at the virtual stops will be considered. 
In the case if WestLink service not continuing beyond March, the PC will investigate the alternative plan of a dedicated EV trial with leasing agreement.
· BGPC supports speed limit changes on Wild Country Lane to 40mph and will request that NSC extends the limit to Hospital Road as the residents and children of 120 homes on the Hospital estate can only access the bus stop on Long Ashton via Wild Country Lane on daily basis. NSC no longer provides school transport from the development, therefore the pedestrian traffic must be recognised at this part of the road by extension of the 40 mph limit.
· Speedwatch – The sixth member has received formal training, and the group is fully operational. 

· Blocked drain by Upper Mill Farm – partly completed 18th August
· Barrow Street blocked gully at bottom of School Lane - to note that jetting works have been requested by NSC. There is an outstanding problem with the outfall.
· The outstanding works in the Action List have been reviewed and updated
12.10.25   Finance and Administration
a. The 6 monthly Budget progress report, emailed to the councillors prior to the meeting, was NOTED.
b. The bank reconciliation as at end of September, sent to the Finance Committee along with bank statements and payroll was APPROVED.
c. BGPC will attend an ALCA organized online webinar for smaller councils for preparation of Assertion 10 compliance. Council emails using its own domain being currently investigated. 
d. The earmarked funds  NOTED; 
	CIL (Old Hospital site)
	£7,758

	PROW
	£1,241

	Village Green
	£1,000

	Weir project
	£1,000

	Litter picking kit
	£288

	Local Transport project
	£3,500 ( of which £500 for traffic survey)

	Total earmarked funds
	£14,787


e. It was NOTED that  £1,541 was received from NSC in relation to the approved Grant application by Stancombe Quarry. The order will be placed for the new defibrillator to be installed at the Church.
f. The following payments made since the last meeting were APPROVED:
	
	Net
	VAT
	Total amount

	Harry West - deposit for new planters
	
	
	£150.00

	Felton Gardner – inv 9 from 25.09.25
	
	
	£120.00

	Felton Gardner – inv 10 from 16.10.25
	
	
	£120.00

	Felton Gardner – inv 11 from 27.10.25
	
	
	£40.00

	Little Apple inv 6526 

( September grass cut x 2)
	£160.00
	£32.00
	£192.00

	Glasdon Inv SI923603 

(grit bin for Naish Lane)
	£179.22
	£35.94
	£215.66

	 Clerk’s mileage (July meeting)
	
	
	£15.99

	 Clerk’s salary and HMRC Tax 

(by standing order)
	
	
	Available to the Council

	Home office expense ( by standing order)
	
	
	£24.00/mnth


13.10.25 Open forum for Information only

- Shonie mentioned that when the pub opens, she will investigate the possibility of creating a walkway from the pub to the bus stop.
- It was mentioned that the Police are increasing their patrol after the handling of NOS was reported.

- Bristol Water informed us that inspection will be enhanced due to increased NOS presence and littering.
14.10.25 Proposed dates of future meetings:  7 January 2026; 4 March 2026; 6 May 2026; 1 July 2026
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