BARROW GURNEY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting
held on Wednesday the 4th March  2026 at 7pm in the Village Hall.
Present: Eric Gates (Chairman), Nick Tyrrell, Andrew Sheridan. Sandra Gibson joined via Zoom.

In attendance: Olga Shepherd (Clerk) 

1.3.25 Apologies 
Apologies were received and accepted from Andy Robbins, Shonie Millward-Usher, Phil Carnell and District Councillor Annemieke Waite.

2.3.25 Declaration of Interests
No interests were declared. 
3.3.25 Minutes The minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting of 7th January 26 were APPROVED and   signed by the Chairman.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
No members of the public were present.
4.3.26 District Councillor’s Report 

- no update
5.3.26 NSC Local Plan:

To receive update on the following: 
a. Local Plan 2040 – the high level of activity on the EPIC development was NOTED.
b. Barrow Gurney 2040 Working Group -   no update was received at the meeting.

6.3.26 Traffic Watch Working Group 

a. report was received from Andy Robbins before the meeting with the following points:

- Meeting held between Traffic Working Group and CEO at Bristol Airport to highlight the traffic issues. 

- 2 traffic surveys have been commissioned to record traffic  speeds and numbers in spring and summer to reflect the seasonal variation in passenger movements at the airport.

There was discussion about the dangers associated with the A38/Barrow Lane junction for traffic from Winford.

7.3.26 Planning applications:
a. The following planning applications were considered. Full comments can be found on NSC planning portal.
	Planning Application number and address
	Description of proposal
	Parish Council Comment 

	26/P/0269/AOC
Former Barrow Hospital, Hospital Road
	Request to discharge condition 5 (Drainage) on application 21/P/1488/MMA.
	No comments

	26/P/0074/S73

Freemans Quarry Potters Hill Felton 
	Section 73 Application to vary condition 2 attached to Planning Permission 09/P/0270/F (Erection of a temporary overburden storage bund) to allow for the retention of the overburden storage area for a further 20 years.
	No comments


b. It was noted the Appeal has been lodged for planning application 25/P/1316/PIP, Land South of School Lane - Permission in principle application for the erection of  onedwellinghouse. The PC’s objection is already on the record from the original application.
8.3.26 Bristol Airport

- PCAA meeting will be held on Zoom at 6,30pm on Thursday 26th March. 
9.3.26 Former Barrow Hospital Site
The PC noted the continuing  problems of potholes and disrepair at the development site.
10.3.26 Asset of Community Value
- The new owner of the Prince’s Motto pub is understood to be planning to reopen in a couple of months. The refurbishment works have been extensive.
11.3.26 Village Green / Environment

To receive the following updates:
a. The results of the autumn bulb planting were now visible and very impressive. Nick suggested that, rather than planting more this year, they should be allowed to spread of their own accord.
b. Water feature creation – preparation work is still ongoing. 
c. Since Nick Tyrrell is resigning from the PC, 
it will be necessary to consider how the Village Green Committee should report to the Parish Council.
12.3.26 Defibrillators
- To NOTE that additional defibrillator has been purchased. It will be installed I the Church on 16th March 26. There is likely to be a small charge for materials to complete the installation. 
- Defibrillator training went well on 27th February. There will be another session organised at later date.
13. 3.26 Highways, Pavements, Verges and Footpaths

To receive update on following issues: 


a. Lower Mill Farm drainage restoration has been completed and the dwarf wall fronting The Willows has been reinstated on 27th February.
b. Grant Application for £300 has been submitted to Stancombe Quarry by TrashTag Redemption for purchase of two litter pick stations. It was noted that there had been a very successful litter pick during the recent road closure – thanks to all those involved.
c. It was NOTED that NSC Highways Services briefing meeting will  take place online on 18th March 1-2pm

d. Repair of the stone wall opposite children’s playground. The repairs were carried out on 27th February by a local stonemason. The  cost is to be covered by DHL. Thanks to Nick Tyrrell for organising this to coincide with the road closure.

e. Outstanding works in the Action List were reviewed and updated.
f. Andrew advised that the community at Barrow Hospital did not support the installation of a table tennis table at the site. The use of the SIL money for other projects of community benefit in the Parish would be considered at the next meeting.
14.3.26   Finance and Administration
a. The Data Protection Course provided by ALCA has been completed by some Councillors on 26th January
b. Assertion 10 webinar for Councilors is running on 10th March from 6.15 to 7.30. Registration of interests has been invited.
c. To NOTE Freedom of Information requests information is available on ICO website. 
d. The bank reconciliation as at end of February 2026 along with bank statements and payroll has been reviewed and APPROVED, The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation form, prepared by the Clerk.
e. ALCA organized network of auditors was appointed as an Internal Auditor for the PC accounts 2025-26. 
f. IT Policy reviewed and agreed for adoption.
g. Asset Register reviewed and approved
h. Risk Assessment Management reviewed and approved
i. VAT reclaim of £974.37 has been submitted 
j. The following payments made since the last meeting were ratified:
	
	Net
	VAT
	Total amount

	ALCA Cllrs Data Protection training
	
	
	£66.00

	Manutan lock box
	£55.00
	£11.00
	£66.00

	Microsoft sub-n 2026-27
	£87.49
	£17.50
	£104.99

	AED donate (defibrillator)
	£1600.83
	£320.17
	£1921.00

	Defib store (replacement pads)
	£142.00
	£28.40
	£170.40

	Felton Gardner (February invoice_
	
	
	£60.00

	Spanglefish website hosting +domain
	£90.00
	£18.00
	£108.00

	 Clerk’s mileage (February meeting)
	
	
	£15.99

	 Clerk’s salary and HMRC Tax 
(by standing order)
	
	
	Available to the Council

	Electricity supply for the post office lamp
	
	
	£100.00

	Home office expense ( by standing order)
	
	
	£24.00/mnth


 It was noted that the Manutan lockbox had not yet been received.
Andy was invited to confirm the reasons for the increase in the invoice for the Post Office light.   
15.3.26 Items outstanding from the Action List reviewed.
16.3.26 Open forum for Information only
- no further updates

17.3.26 Proposed dates of future meetings:  
6 May 2026 - Annual Residents and Parish Council Meeting
1 July 2026; 2 September 2026;4 November 2026; 6 January 2026; 4 March 2026
Nick Tyrrell announced his resignation with effect from the May meeting. 
The Parish Council accepted his resignation, thanked him for his contribution to the parish council business and wished him well.
Action Olga to initiate recruitment process.
Signed________________Eric Gates
Chairman
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