


BARROW GURNEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting
held on Wednesday the 7th January  2026 at 7pm in the Village Hall.

Present: Eric Gates (Chairman), Andy Robbins, Nick Tyrrell, Sandra Gibson, Andrew Sheridan, Phill Carnell

In attendance: Olga Shepherd (Clerk) 

1.1.26 Apologies 
Apologies were received and accepted from Shonie Millward - Usher.
2.1.26 Declaration of Interests
No interests were declared. 
3.1.26 Minutes The minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting of 29th October 2025 were APPROVED and  signed by the Chairman.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
No issues were raised.

4.1.26 District Councillor’s Report 
	No updates received as Annemieke Waite was unable to attend.

[bookmark: _Hlk531937079]5.1.26 NSC Local Plan: 
a. Local Plan 2040 - no updates were received.

b. Barrow Gurney 2040 Working Group – no updates were received.

6.1.26 Traffic Watch Working Group 
a. The Council was informed that the working group had identified the following:
 Stage 1 
	- execute traffic surveys, providing evidence for traffic numbers and types of traffic.
The traffic group will publish the results of the surveys.
- implement improved road lines and signs.
Stage 2
- fundraise to purchase Speed Indicating Devices.
Stage 3
- Identify and seek resources for improved separation of traffic and pedestrians.
- seek to widen carriageway marginally below Thatched Cottages.
Possible Stage 4
- if traffic increases to unsustainable levels, request Airport funding for more significant traffic management systems at both ends of Barrow Street.

b. It was brought to the attention of the Council that, in the event of Westlink stopping its services, the parish council will not be able to operate local transport service. It was decided to reallocate £3,500 for local transport + £1,241 PROW for the purchase of the Vehicle Activated Signal devices for the village.

7.1.26 Planning applications:
a. The following planning applications were considered. Full comments can be found on the NSC planning portal.

	Planning Application number and address
	Description of proposal
	Parish Council Comment 

	25/P/2285/PIP

Springfield
Naish Lane
Barrow Gurney
BS48 3ST

	Permission in Principle for the erection of 1no. dwelling house, creation of new access and associated works
	Decision left to the Planning Officer

	25/P/1370/FUL
(Re-consultation)
Redwood Farm
BS48 3RE
	Amended plan details for erection of 2 light industrial units (Use Class E) and the creation of car parking spaces.
	No objection


8.1.26 Bristol Airport
	- No updates were received

9.1.26 Former Barrow Hospital Site
	The following updates were received:
a. There are no new fallen trees
b. Planning –  Councillors expressed frustration at the multiple planning conditions approved by NSC that are not transparent and difficult to navigate.
c. Hospital Road - Cllr A. Waite held meetings with regards to replacing the streetlights.  There are still difficulties in progressing and completing issues such as the PRoW.

 10.1.26 Asset of Community Value
	- some renovation work has been done in the pub, the owner intends to open the pub, but the date is yet not known.  ACV registration is still alive and the Community Benefit Society remains in existence, although dormant.

11.1.26 Village Green / Environment
	The following updates were received: 
a. The Council received the Minutes of the Village Green Committee meeting held on 20 November 2025.
b. Village Green maintenance schedule for 2026-27 is unchanged from the last year. 
c. Bulb Planting has been completed 
d. An improved solution has been outlined for a water feature, using the flow from the Cold Bath Spring. The meeting had been held with NSC and Bristol Water, who are very supportive of the project. 
e. Village Hall – the Council was informed that the building is in desperate need of repairs. Urgent structural inspection of the roof is required. The Village Hall does not have enough reserves to support long term structural renovation and requested that the Parish Council contribute £1,000/yr for the maintenance of the Village Hall, which is a very an important community hub. 
The agreement will be sought from the owner of the Village Hall, who has let the building to be used as a community space. Action Nick
The Parish Council agreed to provide a grant, to be ringfenced specifically for structural repairs.

12. 1.26 Highways, Pavements, Verges and Footpaths
	To receive update on following issues: 		
a. NSC offered to carry out additional maintenance work if  parish councils contribute to the cost. The Chairman will explore with NSC the cost and scope of jobs that NSC can do. Action Eric
b. Blocked drain by Upper Mill Farm – partly completed 18th August. The final stage remains to be carried out.
c. The outstanding works in the Action List were reviewed. The drainage works will be requested for Barrow Street, Hobbs Lane, School Lane, Mill area. Action Eric/Olga
[bookmark: _Hlk534991077]13.1.26   Finance and Administration
a. [bookmark: _Hlk34910466]The bank reconciliation at end of December along with bank statements and payroll were approved.
b. The Budget for 2026-27 financial year was reviewed and APPROVED. 
c. The Precept level for 2026-27 financial year was AGREED at £15,000.
d. Data Retention Policy – reviewed and approved
e. Council Training and Development Policy – reviewed and approved. 
f. Data Protection Policy – reviewed and agreed for adoption.
g. The Clerk’s new email address using the PC domain name NOTED. New email: Clerk@barrowgurneyparishcouncil.org.uk
h. The following payments made since the last meeting were APPROVED:
	
	Net
	VAT
	Total amount

	Village Hall hire 2025-26 
	
	
	£400.00

	Little Apple inv 6584 (October grass cut)
	£160
	£32
	£192.00

	Little Apple inv 6624 (Nov grass cut)
	£160
	£32
	£192.00

	ALCA Cllrs training
	
	
	£45.00

	Information Commissioner Office 26-27
	
	
	£47.00

	Felton Gardner Nov and Dec invoices
	
	
	£160.00

	Garden Centre receipt for plants
	
	
	£90.95

	 Clerk’s mileage (VG meeting +January)
	
	
	£32.00

	 Clerk’s salary and HMRC Tax 
(by standing order)
	
	
	Available to the Council

	Home office expense ( by standing order)
	
	
	£24.00/mnth



14.1.26 Items outstanding from the Action List not previously discussed.
        a. It was mentioned that a complaint was received from a cyclist about Nobbs lane condition. The Council agreed that clearing work is not required as it has already been done.
        b. An abandoned vehicle has been noticed. Redwood Beat Management Team will be contacted for information. Action Sandra
	
15.1.26 Open forum for Information only	
          No updates

16.1.26 Proposed dates of future meetings:  4 March 2026; 
6 May 2026 – Annual residents and PC Meeting; 1 July 2026; 2 September 2026; 4 November 2026.
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